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Health Center Names Chief Medical Officer from Menominee Nation
Story and Photos by Alaina Dall

Covering the back wall of Dr. Melissa
E. H. Deer’s office is a Pendleton medicine
wheel blanket woven in earthy colors rep-
resenting the four directions. Her parents
gave it to her in recognition of one of her
greatest accomplishments – becoming a
medical doctor. As of October 1, 2013,
Dr. Deer is the new Chief Medical Officer
at San Diego American Indian Health
Center. 

Now in its 35th year, SDAIHC serves
thousands of urban American Indians
each year, providing medical, dental, and
behavioral health services, as well as cul-
tural and traditional programming such as
weekly talking circles, cultural arts classes,
and a youth center. Established in 1979
and contracted with the Indian Health
Service to serve individuals of American
Indian ancestry, the organization has
grown to become a comprehensive com-
munity clinic open to everyone. SDAIHC
is conveniently located on 1st Avenue, just
west of Balboa Park, San Diego, CA.

Dr. Deer comes from a family of health

providers. Her grandmother was a nurse,
and her mother and aunt are nurses as
well. Her aunt has championed national
Indian policies in the course of her career.

The importance of education was
emphasized in her family, and she knew
from her early teens that she wanted to be
a physician. She describes the profession
as a calling inspired by “a desire to help
other people and to address the injustices
that have happened to Native people that
I have seen play out in my own family.”

While Dr. Deer had strong role models
in her family, she also saw the effects of
despair. “I saw how alcoholism ruin family
dynamics. It is a common narrative that
our people experience.” 

Her grandfather was a full-blooded
Menominee, a tribe located in Wisconsin.
He was removed from his home at an
early age and put into a boarding school.
While there, he wasn’t allowed to speak
his native language and he felt shame as
his cultural identity and traditions were
methodically stripped away from him. 

Her father grew up on the Menominee
reservation in a one-room log cabin with-

out running water or electricity. He is a
Vietnam veteran, and suffered from post-
traumatic stress disorder – a poorly under-
stood affliction at the time -- upon his

SEE Medical Officer, page 4

David Alvarez candidate for Mayor of San Diego has sparked a movement that has enlivened the the city’s populist coalitions. He appeals to his
large and growing group of supporters at an amimated holiday fundraiser at the home of Cheryl Alethia Phelps.

Photography by Rochelle Porter/ Peaché Photo Memories

by Rose Davis

It was a standing room only crowd
that assembled at the home of Dr. Shirley
Phelps and her daughter Cheryl Althea
Phelps for a condensed, power-packed,
speed drill political education.
Progressive San Diegans heeded the call
to come together. The think tank caucus
was held at a festive holiday fundraiser.

David
Vows to
Slay
Goliath

SEE David Alvarez, page 2
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days weren’t the
good old days for
us. We will work to
make sure that the
11th floor at City
Hall represents our
interests and not
just those of devel-
opers.”

The people are
awakening. For
many indigenous
people silence has
been a safe and
comfortable path to
walk. This  is under-
standable consider-
ing that it is just over a hundred years
ago that there was a bounty on the head
of a  Kumeyaay, forcing them into the
mountains or into blending with the
Mexican community. In alliance with
other groups there is now a chance to
educate the power elite and
encourage them to evolve from
the reptilian brained cocoon
with  a new value structure
not based on greed. They can
be encouraged to abandon
their pathologically confused
concept of morality and get in
touch with  their humanness.
Dr Weber introduced David
Alverez who articulated a
down to earth people oriented
focus. The inter-connectedness
of the group resonated. “I
need your  ongoing help, not
just getting elected but  assist-

ing with confronting those who under-
mine the  democratic process.

The afternoon was enlightening, moti-
vational, encouraging and powerful.
There was much touching, hugging and
love.

The animated crowd thirsted for the
primal need of communion and
unity.This multi-generational/cultural
assemblage had a collective agenda
which transalated into getting David
Alvarez elected mayor of San Diego. The
relaxing sounds wafting through the air
promoted open, candid communication.
The Phelps’collection of museum quality
African masks and artifacts seemed to
call for indigenous wisdom.

After an enjoyable meet and greet the

political message was cast: time for the
gavel to fall on the main agenda item.
The leadership arm of the San Diego
progressive community was locking
arms preparing to march forward against
the developer cabal.

Seasoned political veterans, elected
officials, political scientists, business
people wanting to be on the winning
side, democratic loyalists, truth seekers
and everybody else was there.

David Alvarez was born in. 1980. He
serves as a San Diego City
Councilmember representing City
Council District 8. He is a Democrat.
District 8 includes the neighborhoods of
Barrio Logan, Egger Highlands, Grant
Hill, Golden Hill, Logan Heights,
Memorial, Nestor, Ocean View Hills,
Otay Mesa West, Otay Mesa East, San
Ysidro, Sherman Heights, Southcrest,
Stockton, and the Tijuana River Valley.

Alvarez was born in San Diego to Jose
and Maria Alvarez and has four brothers
and one sister. He grew up in Barrio
Logan. He attended local public schools:
Perkins Elementary, Memorial Junior
High, and San Diego High School. He
was the first in his family to graduate
from high school and college. He gradu-
ated with honors from San Diego State
University. Alvarez, his wife Xochitl, and
their daughter reside in Logan Heights.

Dr. Shirley Weber took center stage
indicating her commitment to getting
David Alverez  elected. As the first black
assembly woman elected to represent
San Diego. It was deja vu all over again.

The Grand Dame of
electoral politics and
community icon has
“been there done that”.

Moving forward 
Forward motion is

the theme. Little com-
ment was wasted allud-
ing to the reason why
this special campaign
was even necessary. Dr.
Weber stated, “As it
turned out, the good old
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A diverse group of Asian American
Pacific Islander (AAPI) leaders, including
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance
(APALA) President Johanna Hester and
entrepreneur, Dr. Allen Chan, joined
Councilmember David Alvarez to
endorse his candidacy for Mayor at Bay
Terraces Community Park San Diego,
CA Friday, January 10, 2014

• Johanna Hester, APALA President
• Dr. Allen Chan - Entrepreneur &

Business Owner, Jasmine Seafood
Restaurant

• Frank Vuong – President & Co-
Founder, Little Saigon San Diego
Foundation

• David Alvarez, City Councilmember

and candidate for Mayor
• Asian American Pacific Islander

community supporters
The AAPI communities, north and

south of Interstate 8, have had a rich
history in San Diego and are one of the
fastest growing minority groups across
the city. This event highlights
Councilmember Alvarez’s plans to sup-
port sustainable and revitalized neigh-
borhoods through parks and recreation
centers, fostering a growing economy,
and increased funding for services that
working families need.

More information can be found at
www.AlvarezforMayor.com 

Asian American Pacific Islander Leaders
Endorse Councilmember David Alvarez

Cheryl Phelps and David Alvarez welcome the
guests to the fundraising gala.

David Alvarez
Continued from page 1

TJ Dunnivant, Kathleen Harmon and Carol Jeffries,
Members of the Black American Political Association of
California - San Diego Chapter lock arms to move forward.

David Alvarez, Mayoral Candidate; Hon. Leon Wiliams, Former
SD County Supervisor and Cheryl Althea Phelps join the discussion.

Mary Salas, Chula Vista Councilwoman; Hon. Leon Wiliams,
Former SD County Supervisor; CA Assemblymember Shirley
Weber; Dr. Shirley Phelps and Cheryl Althea Phelps.
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Meeting Date: December 13th, 2013

Update from David “Wolf” Diaz

On October 30, 2013 a very special
meeting took place in honor of all who
have gone before us. This meeting
brought the Southern Indian Health
Clinic, the Rincon Indian Health Clinic,
the Riverside-San Bernardino Indian
Health Clinic, the Substance Abuse
Committee and guest speaker Eddie
Grijalva together in one room with the
intentions of saving lives and walking
the healing circle. There were a total of
24 participants from the above men-
tioned organizations. The agenda and
discussions for this meeting centered on
creating a culturally appropriate adult
residential treatment facility within one
of the local reservations.

As we discussed various aspects of
this proposed facility and asked the right
questions it was decided that there
should be members from each organiza-
tion represented and elected to form an
expanded subcommittee to achieve this

goal of creating this treatment facility.
Our guest speaker Eddie Grijalva
impressed upon us the importance of
including the Trauma Informed Care
combined with the ACE study as one of
the latest cutting edge evidence-based
modalities not only for the clients but
the staff as well as at this facility.
Chairman Pico contacted SIHC and they
will keep him informed they will be get-
ting together with the Northern Indian
Health Council in the next couple of
weeks to begin the process of an adult
treatment facility further stating they will
keep him abreast on the progress.

We will be needing copies of the new
committee members from SIHC, IHC,
UIHC, and SBIHC. The Substance Abuse
Committee will be having a February
2014 meeting with the recently expand-
ed committee on the new treatment
facility. Our next Substance Abuse
Committee meeting will be held on
January 17th 2013. 

Now, for a Walk of the Warrior
update, I have recently returned from
London, England after being invited by

Lord Stone to attend a meeting at the
Palace of Westminster and the House of
Lords. Lord Stone of Blackheath is a
Parliament Member who has expressed
interest in Walk of the Warrior and my
involvement with SCTCA and the
Substance Abuse Committee. Upon dis-
cussing our interest in creating a treat-
ment facility Lord Stone offered us help
in raising funds through the form of
allowing us to write an article in a wide-
ly published award winning European
magazine called “Resurgence &
Ecologist”. 

Part of this magazines vision state-
ment is that humanity is at ease with
itself and is in harmony with the natural
world; a vision where spiritual fulfill-
ment and material wellbeing are in bal-
ance and science is in constant conversa-
tion with wisdom; their vision is not
driven by doom and gloom; rather it is
inspired and motivated by love of
nature, respect for the earth, reverence
for all life and a fair ‘deal’ to all people,
believing that the power of love is
greater than the force of fear and despair.
Resurgence presents and promotes a pos-
itive perspective which is based on a
foundation of optimism and hope.
Resurgence (now Resurgence &
Ecologist) magazine has been in publica-
tion for the past 45 years and in order to

secure its future The Resurgence Trust
has been formed in the conviction that
humankind is capable of rising to the
challenges of our time by using its
potential, its imagination and its creativi-
ty. The transforming power of the
human spirit can bring about social,
political and economic transformation to
ensure the wellbeing of future genera-
tions. The Resurgence Trust, in collabo-
ration with like-minded individuals and
organizations, will work towards the
realization of such a vision as we believe
that urgent action is needed to stem the
tide of global catastrophe, but that action
must be embedded in human wisdom
which can help us to live joyfully and
justly within the carrying capacity of the
earth.

This is an incredible opportunity
because of the great love and interest in
Europe for American Indian teachings
and traditions. It is in my knowledge
that only the Creator can open these
kinds of doors and present these kinds
of situations. I have been invited back by
other Parliament Members who have
expressed similar views and more will be
revealed.

Substance Abuse Committee: Eric LaChappa, Mark
Romero, David “Wolf” Diaz & Anthony Pico
SCTCA Staff: Denis Turner, Executive Director &
Recording Secretary

Southern California Tribal Chairman’s
Association Substance Abuse Update

by Richard K. De Atley

Sunshine S. Sykes is the first Native
American to sit on the Riverside County
Superior Court bench. Attorney
Sunshine S. Sykes became Riverside
County Superior Court’s first Native
American judge when she appointed to
the bench by Governor Jerry Brown
Thursday, Dececember 5. At the same
time Brown also announced the appoint-
ment of Khymberli S.Y. Apaloo as San
Bernardino County Superior Court
judge. She had been serving as a com-
missioner. Apaloo, 43, is from Rancho

Cucamonga. Sykes, 39, of Riverside, has
been a a deputy county counsel at the
Riverside County Office of County
Counsel since 2005. The graduate of
Stanford University Law School, where
she also earned her undergraduate
Bachelor of Arts degree, is a member of
the Navajo Nation. She was a contract
attorney at the Juvenile Defense Panel
from 2003 to 2005. Sykes was a staff
attorney and Equal Justice Works fellow
at the California Indian Legal Services
from 2001 to 2003, according to a
release from the governor’s press office.
Sykes fills the vacancy created by the
retirement of Judge Randall White.
Riverside County Superior Court
Presiding Judge Mark Cope said Sykes
will be sworn in to her new post before
the first of the year. “I have heard so
many good things about her,” Cope said
in a phone interivew. “ I am thrilled not
only to have an appointment, but this
particular appointment. It sounds like
she is going to be a fantastic addition to
our bench, “ he said of Sykes. Khymberli
S. Y. ApalooBefore Apaloo was appointed
a San Bernardino County commissioner
in 2012, she was a partner at the Haslam
and Perri law firm from 2003 to 2012
and an associate attorney at Covington
and Crowe from 1998 to 2003. She
earned her law degree from the New
York University School of Law and a
Bachelor of Arts degree from University
of California, Berkeley. Apaloo fills a
vacancy created by the retirement of
Judge John Martin.

First Native American Judge Appointed
Domestic, international buyers
offer business-building oppor-
tunities at 2013 Governor’s
Conference

For the first time in Las Vegas, the
2013 Governor’s Conference on Tourism
includes a robust business-building
opportunity for Nevada tourism entities.
The Nevada Marketplace will bring 41
domestic and international buyers for
one-one-one meetings with conference
attendees. The buyers represent travel
agencies, tour operators, airlines and
wholesalers from key international mar-
kets including China, South Korea and
Japan.

“The informational and networking
opportunities at the Governor’s
Conference are instrumental in keeping
our travel industry competitive,” said. Lt.
Gov. Brian Krolicki’s “Tourism is the
state’s primary industry, generating $58
billion in spending in 2012; we want to
safeguard this industry and to help it
continue its upward trajectory.”

Attendees also heard from a stellar
lineup of internationally renowned
speakers, including noted author and
consumer insights expert James A.
Taylor; brand and destination marketing
guru Duane Knapp; generational market-
ing pioneer Chuck Underwood; and
global tourism safety consultant Peter
Tarlow.

The conference offered general ses-

sions and several concurrent sessions. Of
particular interest was  Focus on Asia
panel — Lt. Gov. Krolicki moderated a
panel discussing how to maximize
opportunities in the Asian market.
Panelists are NCOT Deputy Director of
Tourism Larry Friedman; Karen Chen,
NCOT representative in China; Amy
Lee, NCOT representative in South
Korea; Kyoko Okabe, the Las Vegas
Convention & Visitors Authority repre-
sentative in Japan; Ruth Kim of the
LVCVA; and Andrew Edelfsen of U.S
Commercial Services.

“By focusing on the most relevant
topics in tourism today, we hope to pro-
vide Nevada’s tourism professionals with
the tools they need to develop innova-
tive marketing platforms,” Claudia
Vecchio, director of the Nevada
Department of Tourism and Cultural
Affairs, said.

Indian Voices welcomed the opportu-
nity to network and build relationships
with the attendees in order to further
assist with  the establishment and
growth of tourism in San Diego and
Southern California . Meeting Sherry
Repurt, Indian Commission Executive
Director of  was  a wonderful experience
Another  highlight was meeting and
sharing information with Cory Brooks of
the Blue Man Group who encouraged
networking and staying in touch.

Please see Tourism Conference photos
on page 9

Nevada Governor’s Conference on Tourism



by Roy Cook

Another ‘New Year’ with another tradi-
tional land area returned and a new page
in opportunities to present Kumeyaay tra-
ditional song, gaming and tribal hospitali-
ty. The Sycuan Band has nearly tripled
the size of its reservation and is utilizing
it for culture gatherings and recreation.
Using gaming profits, the tribe has
acquired 2,000 acres over several years
and annexed 1,350 acres to the reserva-
tion. Another 600 acres will be kept as

ices outside of the health center. 
Another part of the plan is to enroll

patients in Covered California, the health
coverage made available by the Affordable
Care Act. This insurance will cover servic-
es that the Indian Health Service program
does not currently pay for, such as med-
ical specialists, tests, prescription drugs,
emergency room visits and hospital care.

But now, for Dr. Deer, it is time to get
back to seeing patients. She wears a
bracelet of blue, gold and orange beads
made by the Menominee tribe. Her
stethoscope is adorned with a small band
of beads, and she changes into moccasins
before walking past the medicine wheel
blanket on her wall and heading to the
medical clinic. She continues to give back
to the Native community in her new role
as medical director.

return. Despite these hardships, he pur-
sued a college education, as did three out
of four of his siblings. 

Dr. Deer’s parents
had the expectation
that she would gradu-
ate from college as
well, and she did with
a Bachelor of Science
in Sociology from the
University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

“There was always a
strong commitment to
give back in my family,
as it is in the Native
community. If you are
given gifts, such as
education, you give
back. It was something
that I didn’t question.
It was something that was in my blood,”
she said.

While attending the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities Medical School in
Minneapolis, she continued the tradition
of giving back. She became involved in
the urban Indian community by engaging
in Indian advocacy activities with other
Native students at the university, and
encouraging minority high school and
undergraduate college students to consid-
er medical school. 

After completing medical school, Dr.
Deer went to the University of California
San Diego’s Combined Family Medicine
and Psychiatry Residency Program. Again,
advocacy and cultural awareness were
important motivations for her at this time.
She worked with other residents in her
program to add a cultural training compo-
nent to psychiatry grand rounds at UCSD,
and she designed and implemented a cul-
tural curriculum for psychiatry residents. 

While completing her residency, much
of which was providing health and psychi-
atry services at a homeless shelter in
downtown San Diego, she created and
worked part-time at a psychiatry clinic at

San Diego American Health Center in
2009, a service that continues today. 

HEALTH CENTER

Dr. Deer keeps sage available for
patients needing psychiatry services that
request smudging, which is a cleansing
ritual used prior to any traditional Native
gathering, prayer or ceremony. A small
dream catcher hangs on the adjacent wall.
Diego, a Border collie mix that visits the
behavioral health clinic a couple times a
week, lies quietly in the sunlight. Dr. Deer
said he immediately puts patients at ease,
some of whom are seeking mental health
services for the very first time. 

Said SDAIHC Chief Executive Officer
Joe Bulfer, “We value the importance of
integrating the primary care medical prac-
tice with behavioral health services.
Because Dr. Deer is board certified in both
family medicine and psychiatry, she will
be able to integrate the two to a much

Medical Officer
Continued from page 1
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higher degree than we have been able to
before.” 

Many staff members are part of the
Native community, and Indian symbolism
is evident throughout the clinic. Exam
rooms have Native motifs stenciled on the
walls. Photographs of Native people
appear in the clinic, as does Indian art
work. 

“The traditions of our culture need to
be reverberated through the clinic in
order for us to be successful at reaching
out to the community and providing good
care,” said the medical director. 

A flier is posted on the bulletin board
advertising a Wellbriety gathering, “pro-
moting holistic health, sobriety and well-
ness utilizing Native American cultural
teachings, traditions and spirituality,” tak-
ing place weekly. A notice for the youth
center describes service offerings such as
tutoring, an American Indian life skills
development class, talking circles, inter-
tribal sports, games and field trips.

Medical Providers here treat health
problems prevalent in Native communi-
ties everywhere, including obesity, dia-
betes, high blood pressure, high choles-
terol, heart disease and tobacco depend-
ence, and other health concerns. The
health center’s goal is to reduce the signifi-
cant disparities of San Diego’s urban
American Indian population by increasing
access to care and improving the quality
of that care.

“Dr. Deer will enable us to excel at the
objectives that we set in our strategic
plan. In the end it is going to improve
patient care,” said Mr. Bulfer, CEO. 

Part of that plan is to create a medical
home for SDAIHC’s patients in which all
of the patient’s health care needs are met
under one roof, or coordinated with serv-

Sycuan Culture Gathering 2014
separate conservation space.

Over fifty singers of all ages, bands
and Colorado River tribes were on the
line bringing the songs and activities to
the Dehesa valley. Pit cooked beef, beans
and handmade tortillas were served to all
attendees. It makes my mouth water to
think of missing these delights, regretfully
my strained knee kept me from being
there this time.

Today there are many more occasions
on the reservation to learn the songs and
be a part of the rich aspects of Kumeyaay
culture. In the previous generation many
opportunities were linked to someone’s
passing or the one year memorial wake.
Those responsibilities are still a cultural
priority but there are now other occa-
sions for the children to participate and
indelibly be a part of the Kumeyaay
future for all the people.  Additional
incentive for participation was a dance
competition and two step quality songs
were led by Paul ‘Jr’ Cuero. Many singers,
many Kumeyaay songs and many invited
guests came together for a wonderful
start for a new year of possibilities. 

All Military
Veterans Welcome.

William Buchanan, President
Call: 1-858-243-8715 cell

AIWA- AMERICAN
INDIAN

WARRIORS
ASSOCIATION

AALEMAN & ASSOCATES
Henry Mendibles Associate

220 Sage Road
El Cajon, CA 92012

Email treefuzz@cox.net
619-593-1754

Black Phone Records
Native Scholar Performer

Composer Phd 
(Luiseno/Maidu)

Advocate for Native Youth
and Scholarships

alan@blackphonerecords.com

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLO

Shirley Murphy, President
Taspan Consulting
5457 Sycuan Rd.

El Cajon,CA
619-994-5796

www.taspan.org

Elke W. Chenevey
Vice President

Financial Advisor

619/699-3707 (office)
619/758-3619 (fax)

NMLS #637220



Black Path Commentary: Critical
Analysis on Culure, Community,
& Struggle

Honoring the Heritage of
Dr. King:
Emulating a Model of
Moral Magnitude in
achieving Optimal Health

by Min. Tukufu Kalonji

Within the
unique, awesome,
extensive and special
narrative of Afro
American history
there is an expansive
list of saints, saviors,
prophets, practition-
ers, and servant

leaders of the good. Both men and
women who struggled to bring into
being a truly just and moral society.
These men and women; teachers of the
good; and messengers of moral magni-
tude, walked righteously in worthiness in
the world before history, humanity, and
heaven, sought to build what the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King constructs as the
Beloved Community; by speaking truth,
doing justice, by way of serving God
through serving the people! The Most
Honorable Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King is
without a doubt, such a person; and this
month of January, we honor him and cel-
ebrate his ethical life of service, struggle,
and achievement as our ancestor servant
leader. His death as does his life provides
us very useful lessons on how we are to
see ourselves today as the struggle for
justice continues in and on all fronts. It
is as articulated by another ancestor sol-
dier for rightness and good in the world,
Paul Robeson who, in a speech declared
“The battlefront is everywhere, there is
no sheltered rear.” 

Therefore, with the battle front every-
where with no sheltered rears then let us
review and revere Kings legacy in the
context of striving toward excellence in
struggle to reach Optimal Health. For
clarity the operational definition of opti-
mal health here is the practice of NERDS,
i.e., Nutrition, Exercise, Rest,
Detoxification, and Stress Management.
Moreover, for clarity we use the modifier
of Proper to emphasize high quality or
excellent before each of the categorical
areas, thus Proper nutrition, exercise,
rest, detoxification and stress manage-
ment. Consequently in gaining greater
insight as to how we see ourselves, this
also implies a greater understanding of
ourselves and finally as how we assert
ourselves in the world. And in the strug-
gle for optimal health, Rev. King’s legacy
and lessons is as relevant to our wellbe-
ing and development as it is in any other
area of our thought and activity.

Rev. King’s legacy is a continued les-
son on seeing the value of our life and all
human life as sacred. Sacred here means
human life is special and not to be violat-
ed under any rationale for oppression
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and barbarism for humans are by virtue
of the creators, the ancestors, and the
universe, dignity bearing divine beings.
The Americas as a country has yet to
learn this lesson as we continue to see
the onslaught of racism, class exploita-
tion, sexism, materialism and military
imperialism in its varied and sundry
forms. For example, the ill gotten
immoral wars in the world; which
America either initiates, supports or
both. The ongoing misappropriation of
wealth and power by the ruling race and
class; and of focus in this commentary,
the insidious policy, programs, and prac-
tices of the Unholy Alliance of the Food
Industry, the disease Management
Industry, Pharmaceutical companies and
their assorted cohorts in crime such as
the American Medical Association,
American Cancer Society, the Food and
drug Administration, American Heart
Association etc.

In Rev. Kings philosophical stance he
deemed us, Black people as the moral
vanguard whose social circumstances,
pain, and intense spiritual grounding,
positions us for a mission of liberation
that is divinely inspired, manifested in
our thought and action building a libera-
tion movement, with anticipated ramifi-
cations of peace, freedom, and an abun-
dance of goodness for all at the end of
our days of struggle. There is no where
today where Rev. Kings model of moral
magnitude could be more needed than
engaging the struggle to obtain optimal
health as a people. 

As I have articulated elsewhere; “Afro
Americans, have the highest disparity
rates of obesity, diabetes, hypertension,
prostate cancer, stroke, heart attacks and
related diseases; and San Diego is not
exempt from this atrocity as evidenced
by County of San Diego, (2013)’s Health
Status of Black Residents in San Diego
County, (in Critical Issues in the Struggle
for Optimal Health; Kalonji, Dec, 2013).”
The battle for optimal health will of
necessity include efforts in the political,
economic, and social realm of human
thought and activity. Moreover, like the
overall liberation movement, it is both
communitarian and personal; and the
focal point of this article is primarily in
the interest of personal/communitarian
development. There are four points of
Rev. Kings, philosophy, practice and

model of moral magnitude addressed
here. They are his position on Self Help,
Revolution, and Activism &
Achievement. On Self Help, Rev. King
writes us in his seminal text Stride
Toward Freedom that “Black people must
come to see that there is much we can do
about our plight. Whether educated or
not, or stricken with poverty; these
handicaps most not prevent us from see-
ing that we have the power to alter our
fate.” In other words as I have written
elsewhere in,

Change begins with one person; as
one person changes they affect the rest of
the population. One person has the
power within them to bring massive
change in any circumstance through cre-
ating change within themselves. But we
cannot bring well-being to others unless
we have conquered that in our own life,
(in A Maxim for Optimal Health; Kalonji,
Dec, 2013). 

Moreover, inherent in this position on
Self Help is Rev. King’s contention that it
“is immoral to collaborate in one’s own
oppression.” One collaborates by their
accepting oppression, turning a blind eye
or ignoring oppression, and become evils
accomplice. So a people ignoring its poor
state of health and continuing to demon-
strate the behavior that got them
unhealthy is collaboration in one own
oppression. Thus, there is as argued ear-
lier, no reason that we as a people cannot
eradicate our health crisis. Regardless of
the systemic manipulation by the Unholy
Alliance, if we do as the Nguzo Saba
principles of Kujichagulia (Self
Determination) and Ujima (Collective
Work and Responsibility) instruct us, we
no doubt will overturn our weakness and
turn it into a strength, subsequently
empowering ourselves to be the best of
who we are as African peoples living a
quality lifestyle free of disease and sys-
temic death predicted and promoted by
the established orders disease manage-
ment mechanisms.

On Revolution, King contends that
“indeed we are engaged in revolution, a
social movement that changes people
and institution; and that our hope today
lies in our ability to recapture the revolu-
tionary spirit and go out into a hostile
world.” Linked to King’s position on rev-
olution is his contention that we have the

SEE Black Path, page 13

Southern Indian Health
Council Hosts 2nd Annual
Native American Veterans
Holiday Breakfast

On December 6th, over 80 veterans
attended the above event held at the
Barona Indian reservation. Mr. Leon
Altamirano and Eleanor Miller were the
hosts. A fine breakfast was enjoyed by
all those who attended. I, Virgil
Osuna/Vice Commander for AIVA gave
thanks to the Barona Donation
Committee for their generous donation
toward the purchasing of rifles for our
Honor Guard. The rifles will used for
military burials and events. Chairman,
Clifford LaChappa presented a check at
this event. On behalf of all veterans, we
thank the Barona Band for their support
and dedication. 

Throughout American history, Black
veterans and Black military personnel
have played a vital role in the develop-
ment, economic vitality and security of
our State and our Nation. To honor that
legacy, CalVet will co-host the first
California Black Veterans Summit.

California Black Veterans Summit
February 24, 2014 • 8:00AM-4:30PM
California African American Museum
600 State Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90001
This inaugural Black Veterans Summit

seeks to develop lines of communication
between the Black veterans’ community,
Black military history organizations and
CalVet. Dynamic speakers will offer key
insights on issues that are germane to
Black veterans and their environments.
Subject matter experts and other panelists
will discuss current data and trends to
bridge the information gap that exists for
Black veterans regarding the education,
employment, housing, health and other
benefits they have earned through military
service and to guide them through the
benefits claims process more efficiently.

For more information, call 916-653-
1402 or go to
http://www.calvet.ca.gov/Minority/BlackVe
teranSummit.aspx to register.

CalVet to Co-Host CA
Black Veterans Summit

Carla Tourville
Native Regalia
Custom Design
(Yokut Tule River Tribe)

619-743-9847
San DiegoContact Liz

619-504-2655

I will give

you HONEY
for your money.

Organic and
local from the
happy worker

bees.
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Lucinda Fixico the
Indian Princess of
Seminole County

Earlier, this year, a gentleman contact-
ed me from Seminole County,
Oklahoma, with information that solved
a decades old mystery for the Fixico
family. My relatives and Ancestors who
came to California were Black Indian
Refugees from Oklahoma. When they
fled Oklahoma after my grandfather
Pompey Bruner Fixico was gunned
down, in Wewoka, Okla. The result of
which, saw the perpetrator, go free just
like, George Zimmerman did in the
Trayvon Martin tragedy. My family who
came here from Oklahoma, brought
many things, however, what was left
behind was the truth. One unsolved
mystery was “Whatever happened to
Pompey’s older sister Lucinda Fixico”?
The Gentleman who contacted me, had
information that solved part of the puz-
zle. He is White male in his 40’s and was
not only born and raised in Seminole
County, his family owns the land where,
Lucinda Fixico, my Great-aunt and
Pompey’s sister is buried (see photo). He
has known about her tombstone for 40
years. The tombstone was so expensive
for the area, that the local legend was
that she must have been a Princess with
magical powers.

My new hero, is named, Kevin
Brinker, formerly a detective with the
Wewoka, OK Police Department of
Seminole County, he wants to submit the
story known locally as, “Lucinda Fixico,
the Indian Princess of Seminole County”,
to the “Oprah” Production and
Publishing Empire. Let’s see if this
episode, of a tremendous saga will finally

capture the imagi-
nation of America
and the world. I
believe our history
can be revealed by
looking at the cur-
rent descendants of
the Pioneers who
settled the land and
the Children, of the
era of Slavery and
Indian Removal.
The effects of
Manifest Destiny
are not on trial, but
we must look at it’s
effects, in order to
understand how we
all, can come together in the spirit of
Reconciliation. I have worked on this
question for 14 years, what Mr. Brinker
did marks an important milestone. If
they assign a Producer and a Writer to
the idea, there is more than enough con-
tent and documentation to make it a
candidate for production. Another, phase
of this cross country, episode is that
Kevin Brinker, who is a wonderful
human being, got interested in the story
enough to encourage the county’s oldest
area newspaper, “The Seminole
Producer” to do a story on it. The paper
is published by Mr. Stu Phillips, his
Senior Editor is Karen Anson, a famous
author in her own right, Ms. Anson
wrote a Frontpage masterpiece, that is
worthy of serious praise. Therefore, the
Bureau of Black Indian Affairs, recom-
mended that this, ‘Salt of the earth” trio
be recognized by the “Semiroon
Historical Society”. Mr. Kevin Brinker,
has been presented with the
“Humanitarian of the year Award 2013”,
and Owner/Publisher Mr. Stu Phillips,
has been given a “Lifetime Achivevement
Award 2013” and finally Ms. Anson has

received the award for “The Best
Journalist 2013”. The story was named,
“Play Could Begin Renaissance for
Seminole Culture” the play in question
was being performed in Los Angeles at
the prestgious Los Angeles Theater
Center. It was entitled, “the road weeps,
the well runs dry”. It was written by
Marcus Gardley and Directed by Shirley
Finney, both of whom are descendants of
Oklahoma Black Indians. Finding the
location of Lucinda Fixico’s resting place,
has not answered all the questions, but it
did prove that there are great people on
the West coast and in Seminole County,
that have have much in common. The
fact that this story crossed-over to a loca-
tion where the demographics are
approximately, 70% White, 19% Indian
and 6% Black, proves that a Hollywood
movie could be successful. The idea of
which is being circulated in Hollywood
right now, I know because, I’m circulat-
ing it.

All the best, Phil “Pompey” Fixico,
Seminole Maroon Descendant, California
Semiroon Mico (Nation of One).

Christmas Day
Freedom Fighters:
Hidden History of the
Seminole Anticolonial
Struggle 
by William Katz

On Christmas day 1837, 176 years
ago, the Africans and Native Americans
who formed Florida’s Seminole Nation
defeated a vastly superior U.S. invading
army bent on cracking this early rain-
bow coalition and returning the Africans
to slavery. The Seminole victory stands
as a milestone in the march of American
liberty. Though it reads like a
Hollywood thriller, this amazing story
has yet to capture public attention. It is
absent from most school textbooks,
social studies courses, Hollywood
movies, and TV.

This daring Seminole story begins
around the time of the American
Revolution when 55
“Founding Fathers”
broke free of British
colonialism and
wrote the
Declaration of
Independence.
About the same
time, Seminoles—
suffering ethnic per-
secution under
Creek rule in
Alabama and
Georgia—fled south
to seek independ-
ence. Africans who
has escaped
bondage and
became among its
first explorers wel-
comed them to
Florida.

The Africans did
more than offer
Seminole families a
haven. They taught them methods of
rice cultivation they had learned in
Senegambia and Sierra Leone, Africa.
Then the two peoples of color forged a

prosperous multicul-
tural nation and a
military alliance
ready to withstand
the European
invaders and slave
catchers. The
Seminoles were led
by such skilled mili-
tary figures and
diplomats as
Osceola, Wild Cat,
and John Horse.

This alliance
drove U.S. slave-
holders to sputtering
fury. They saw
Seminole unity, pros-
perity, and guns as a
lethal threat to their
plantation system.
Here was a beacon
that enticed escapees

and offered them a military base of oper-
ations. Further, these peaceful communi-
ties destroyed the slaveholder myth that
Africans required white control.

And these armed black and Indian
communities lived a stone’s throw from
the southern U.S. border. The U.S.
Constitution of 1789 embraced slavery
and protected slaveholder interests.
From George Washington to the Civil
War, slave owners sat in the White
House two-thirds of the time, were two-
thirds of speakers of the House of
Representatives, two-thirds of presidents
of the U.S. Senate, and 20 of 35 U.S.
Supreme Court justices. With the sup-
port of their Northern trading part-
ners—merchants and businessmen, and
the politicians who served them—slave-
holders were able to direct U.S. foreign
policy.

Slaveholders and their allies kept up a
drumbeat for U.S. military intervention
in Florida, and in 1811 President James
Madison authorized covert U.S. inva-
sions by slave-catching posses called
“Patriots.” Then in 1816, General
Andrew Jackson ordered General Gaines
to attack the Seminole alliance and
“restore the stolen Negroes to their right-
ful owners.” A major U.S. assault began

on hundreds of people living in “Fort
Negro” on the Apalachicola River. As
U.S. Army Colonel Clinch sailed down
the Apalachicola he wrote: “The
American Negroes had principally settled
along the river and a number of them
had left their fields and gone over to the
Seminoles on hearing of our approach.
Their cornfields extended nearly fifty
miles up the river and their numbers
were daily increasing.”

When a heated U.S. cannonball hit
Fort Negro’s ammunition dump, the
explosion killed most of its more than
300 defenders. The survivors were
marched back to slavery. Then in 1818
General Jackson invaded and claimed
Florida, the United States “purchased” it
($5,000,000) from Spain in 1819, and
sent a U.S. army of occupation for “paci-
fication.”

But suddenly the U.S. faced the
largest slave revolt in its history, its
busiest Underground Railroad station,
and the strongest African/Indian alliance
in North America. The multicultural

SEE Seminole Struggle, page 7

Seminole Chief Osceola (1804–1838). Image:
WikiCommons.
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Seminole forces carefully moved families
out of harm’s way from 1816 to 1858 as
they resisted the U.S. through three
“Seminole Wars.” Today many Seminoles
still claim they never surrendered.

In June 1837 Major General Sidney
Thomas Jesup, the best informed U.S.
officer in Florida, described the danger
posed by the Seminole alliance: “The
two races, the Negro and the Indian, are
rapidly approximating; they are identical
in interests and feelings ... Should the
Indians remain in this territory the
Negroes among them will form a rallying
point for runaway Negroes from the
adjacent states; and if they remove, the
fastness of the country will be immedi-
ately occupied by Negroes.”

Then on Christmas Day 1837, 380 to
480 Seminole fighters gathered on the
northeast corner of Florida’s Lake
Okeechobee ready to halt the armies of
Colonel Zachary Taylor, a Louisiana
slaveholder and ambitious career soldier.
He was building a reputation as an
“Indian killer.” Taylor’s troops included
70 Delaware Indians, 180 Tennessee vol-
unteers, and 800 U.S. infantry soldiers.

As Taylor’s huge army approached,
Seminole marksmen waited perched in
trees or hiding in tall grass. The first
Seminole volleys sent the Delaware flee-
ing. Tennessee riflemen plunged ahead
until a withering fire brought down their
commissioned officers and then their
noncommissioned officers. The
Tennesseans headed home.

Then Taylor ordered the U.S. Sixth
Infantry, Fourth Infantry, and his own
First Infantry Regiments forward.
Pinpoint Seminole rifle fire brought
down, he later reported, “every officer,
with one exception, as well as most of
the noncommissioned officers” and left
“but four ... untouched.” That Christmas
Day Colonel Taylor counted 26 U.S.
dead and 112 wounded, seven dead for
each slain Seminole, and he had taken
no prisoners. After the two and a half
hour battle the Seminoles took to their
canoes and sailed off to fight again.

Lake Okeechobee became the most
decisive U.S. defeat in more than four
decades of Florida warfare. But after his
survivors limped back to Fort Gardner,
Taylor declared victory—”the Indians
were driven in every direction.” The U.S.
Army promoted him and he later
became the 12th president of the United
States.

Lake Okeechobee took place during
the Second Seminole War that took
1,500 U.S. military lives, cost Congress
$40,000,000 (pre-Civil War dollars!),
and left thousands of American soldiers
wounded or dead of disease. Seminole
losses were not recorded.

The truth of Lake Okeechobee
remained buried. When President Taylor
died in office, in Illinois Abraham
Lincoln memorialized him on July 25,
1850. “He was never beaten,” Lincoln
said, and added: “ ... in 1837 he fought
and conquered in the memorable Battle
of Lake Okeechobee, one of the most
desperate struggles known to the annals
of Indian warfare.”

A century and a half later noted
Harvard historian and author Arthur
Schlesinger Jr. wrote in The Almanac of
American History: “Fighting in the
Second Seminole War, General Zachary
Taylor defeats a group of Seminoles at
Okeechobee Swamp, Florida.” Some
textbooks such as Holt McDougal’s
United States History (2012) now refer-
ence the Seminole Wars. However they
classify them not as anticolonial strug-
gles, but as minor impediments in
“Manifest Destiny’s” triumphant march.

The United States needs to face its
past. Americans of all ages have a right
to know and to celebrate the freedom
fighters who built this country, all of
them. Our schools, children, teachers,
and parents deserve to learn about a dar-
ing Christmas day that has been too long
neglected and distorted.

William Loren Katz is the author of Black Indians:
A Hidden Heritage, and 40 other books on African
American history. His website is
www.williamlkatz.com.
This article was adapted from Black Indians: A
Hidden Heritage.

Seminole Struggle
Continued from page 6

History is Important
by refixico

A great thinker named George
Santayana, once said: “Those who do not
remember the past are condemned to
repeat it”.

The world forgot the African
Holocaust of the Trans-Atlantic Slave
Trade and the Holocaust of the Native
American 500 Year War. By forgetting
the past of others we repeated similar
events, like the Jewish Holocaust of
World War II. 

Hitler’s actions, proved Santayana’s
point. Hitler didn’t forget the past, he
mentioned in his book, “Mein Kampf”,
that in his opinion, the American
Indians presented the same situation to
the “Aryans” of America, as the Jews did,
to the “Aryans” of Germany. He applaud-
ed the techniques used by the American
Presidents Jackson and Van Buren dur-
ing the Indian Removal Era, that led to
the, “Trail of Tears” of the 1830’s and he
used the same tactics on a much bigger
scale. 

As our technology, increases our need
to be mindful of historical similarities
must also increase. When Hitler applied
the technological advances of his day, to
the logistical strategies of 1830’s
America, the effect was exponentially
more devastating.

Yes, history is important. It’s crucial,
that we continue to use education and
commemorate the good and the not so
good. If we face those realities, we can
better promote and celebrate more posi-
tive paradigms for our future. I have
been blessed to have had my Semiroon
Historical Society confirmed as a Private
Sector Partner, for the U.S. Dept. of
Interior/National Parks Service/National
Underground Railroad/Network to
Freedom Program. I intend to show my
respect for the Past, by working in the
Present, with this worthy program to
ensure a brighter Future, for everyone,
regardless of race, religion, color or
creed.

Yours Truly,
Phil “Pompey” Fixico, Private Sector

Partner, NUGRR/NTF

On August 1, 1865, John Evans was
removed from his post as Governor of
Colorado by Secretary of State Seward
for being the official who presided over
and ordered the Sand Creek massacre.
The Congressional Joint Committee on
the Conduct of the Civil War investigat-
ing Sand Creek had called for his resig-
nation. 

Evans was a friend and associate of
the Republican Party with Lincoln and
they had been involved in the railways
together in Illinois. Lincoln is famed for
extending the Union Pacific, as Marx put
it in Capital, with the “speed of seven
league boots” across the whole country .

The Union Pacific had gone through
Kansas where officials, threatening coer-
cion, had negotiated with the indigenous
people to leave their lands and hunting
grounds. This was part of a process of
belligerence, thievery, killing and settling
other people on the land. It imposed
grave hardship on indigenous people.
They had to change their way of life,
become farmers among whites, or farm-
ers on reservations, and they were made
dependent on American promises. They
were continuously expelled into “Indian
Territories,” no longer independent
nations but racial subordinates to the
United States Government.

Some cooperated to an extent, to save
themselves: the Pawnee, for example,
against the Sioux. It was, over time, eth-
nic cleansing. American leaders, for
instance, General William Tecumseh
Sherman, spoke of exterminating native
americans... “St. Louis, December 28,
1866.

General Grant: Just arrived in time to
attend the funeral of my adjutant gener-
al, Sawyer. I have given general instruc-
tions to General Cooke about the Sioux.
I do not yet understand how the mas-
sacre of Colonel Fetterman’s party could
have been so complete. We must act
with vindictive earnestness against the

Sioux, even to their extermination, men,
women and children. Nothing less will
reach the root of this case. W. T.
Sherman, Lieutenant General” With the
surrender of the Confederacy, the War
against bondage ended in 1865. But the
War of genocide extended from before
the Civil War, was heightened during it
in the West (the driving of indigenous
people out of Mankato and Minnesota as
well as Colorado), and extended in the
Great Indian Wars till the massacre at
Wounded Knee in 1890. Starting with
Lincoln’s Presidency, one might date this
Civil War from 1861-1890.

John Evans professor at the Josef Korbel School of
International Studies at the University of Denver

The Civil War as a War Against Bondage/War of Genocide
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Joe Rentaria was honored on
Saturday, December 7th at a
luncheon hosted by the
American Indian Heritage
Foundation at Barrio Station,
2175 Newton Ave.

The winter celebration is held in
San Diego to honor American
Indian leaders in the community
to recognize them for their work
and contribution to the world.
A massive outpouring from our
indigenous community came out

to enjoy, celebrate and honor
each other. Much enthusiasm
and support from the volunteers
inspired by Paula Brim made this
a memorable and heart felt occa-
sion. Flute playing, feasting and
storytelling made a great holiday
event

Joe Renteria, a retired Naval
Photographer was presented with
many awards by the Events
Committee Chair, Ms. Paula Brim. 

CELEBRATION
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Nevada
Governor’s
Conference
on Tourism

Nevada
Governor’s
Conference
on Tourism

December 3-5
Bethany Drysdale and the Nevada Tourist

Bureau brought together a dynamic business
networking event. Held at the Red Rock
Casino in Las Vegas, industry leaders from
around the world came to exchange ideas
and opportunities. Chinese and Japanese
tourist professionals were eager to reach out
to the attendees.

Although snow storms prevented the
Governor from attending the conference was
an enormous success.



Indian Voices • January 201410

Edited Excerpt by Valena Dismukes from an
article by Bryn Barabas Potter

For some Native Californians, the
New Year begins on Winter Solstice. For
the Tongva (Gabrielino), the New Year
will begin on December 21, 2013, fol-
lowed by a year of ten months. For the
first time, a modern calendar based on
the traditional Tongva has been printed.

Most of the world has been following
the familiar twelve-month Gregorian cal-
endar since 1582. Prior to that, other
civilizations devised their form of track-
ing the years. In terms of timekeeping,
what was happening in Southern
California? The question intrigued Glenn
Miller, Jr, a local astronomer of Tongva

descent who currently teaches astronomy
at Pasadena City College. As he learned
more about his maternal heritage, he
came across the 1822 writings of Friar
Boscana that mentioned the traditional
indigenous year.

Ever the scientist, Miller took on a
challenge---to recreate an indigenous
California version of 2013. He brought
the idea to a group of volunteers at the
Haramokngna American Indian Cultural
Center (the Center), and the idea
evolved. With a committee composed of
Kat High, Glenn Miller, Jr., Bryn Potter,
Peggy Ronning, Valena Dismukes, the
idea slowly evolved. Miller’s Tongva her-
itage, use of Tongva words, and the loca-
tion of the Tongva homeland in the San

Gabriel Mountains is what made this
version “A Tongva Calendar.”

A Tongva Calendar is innovative and
cutting-edge, yet also basic and ancient.
How does a ten-month year work?
Simply put, the year begins on the
Winter Solstice. Months generally start
with the new crescent Moon. As lunar
phases vary year to year, “vacant days”
occur which don’t belong to any month.
In this calendar, months 5 and 10 have
“vacant days,” noted by a slightly differ-
ent color.

This is a useable, contemporary calen-
dar, full-color, 8.5 x 11 wall calendar
with beautiful Native American artwork
to enjoy day and boxes for each day in
which to write notes. The Gregorian and
Tongva systems are artfully combined,
with an unexpected twist but still in a
functional format. Astronomical events

like solstices and eclipses are noted, as
are Daylight Saving Time and American
holidays. Days are listed Sunday through
Saturday with standard Gregorian num-
bering and Tongva names. Most of the
months include information about the
Tongva culture and language.

By looking at months in a different
way, maybe minds cam be opened to an
alternate way of viewing the year.
Malcolm Margolin (author, and publish-
er of HeyDay books) summed it up in
these words: “It is an art project that will
allow people to reconceptualize their
world.”

A Tongva Calendar is available at
Haramokngna for $20. All of the pro-
ceeds of this volunteer production with
benefit the Center and its programs. To
order, visit the Haramokngna website
(Haramokngna.org).

A Tongva Calendar Story

Barrio Logan is in the eye of a political
hurricane in San Diego. Recognizing that
politics is local, David Alvarez , a Home
Grown Home Boy is indellably connected
to this community. He could not be better
positioned to lead the charge for the peo-
ple that he represents. Affordable housing
advocates, union and community groups
are allied with him against corporated
funded referendums. “Juntos venceremos”
they chanted.

Barrio Logan is a neighborhood in San
Diego, California bordered by East Village
and Logan Heights to the North,
Shelltown and Southcrest to the East, San
Diego Bay to the West, and National City
to the South. I-5 forms the Northeastern
boundary.

In 1871, Congressman John A. Logan
wrote legislation to provide federal land
grants and subsidies for a transcontinental
railroad ending in San Diego. A street laid
in was named Logan Heights after him,

and the name came to be applied to the
general area. Plans for a railroad never
successfully materialized, and the area
was predominantly residential by the turn
of the century, becoming one of San
Diego's oldest communities. Its transfor-
mation began in 1910 with the influx of
refugees of the Mexican Revolution, who
soon became the majority ethnic group.
For this reason, the southern part of the
original Logan Heights neighborhood
came to be called Barrio Logan.

The area was originally residential with
access to the beach at San Diego Bay.
During World War II this beach access
was lost due to the expansion of Naval
Station San Diego and other military facil-
ities on the waterfront. The neighborhood
continued to degrade during the 1950s
and 1960s due to rezoning that permitted
industrial uses, the construction of
Interstate 5 through the heart of the com-
munity in 1963, and the construction of

A San Diego Political Sea Change as David
Alvarez Fights for Barrio Logan

the San Diego-Coronado Bridge in
1969, which covered much of the
community with a concrete "roof"
supported by gray concrete pil-
lars.The city council promised to
build a community park under the
bridge approaches, and a site was
approved in June 1969. When con-
struction began in April 1970 at
the designated site, but the com-
munity learned that the work was
intended to create a state building
instead of a park, there was a non-
violent community uprising.
Students and others occupied the
site and forced a halt to the con-
struction. The occupation of the
site lasted twelve days. Residents
planted landscaping, and a local
artist, Salvador Torres, proclaimed
his vision of covering the freeway
support pillars with murals. After
intense negotiation between the city and
the state (which owned the land in ques-
tion), the site was reclaimed for park use,
and Chicano Park was built and dedicat-
ed. It was expanded several times and in
1990 it was extended all the way to the
bay, restoring beach access to the commu-
nity

Barrio Logan is the home of Chicano

Park, a Chicano-themed public park cre-
ated in large part by the local residents. It
is located at the site of a 1970s demon-
stration, land takeover, and cultural ren-
aissance for the Mexican-American com-
munity. It features more than 60 colorful
murals painted on the concrete support
piers for the San Diego-Coronado Bridge

JULIA NEJO

August 12, 1924 - January 1, 2014
Saturday, January 18, 2014 Graveside Services

Location: Bloomdale Cemetery 10am • Mesa Grande Reservation
Lunch following the services at Mesa Grande Fire Station

Contact Info: Mercedes Amavisca 760-822-4780(c) 760-782-3411(h)

In Loving Memory

SEE Barrio Logan, page 14

Bobby Godinez, President of the Shipyard Workers
Union Local 1998. He says all unionized shipyard
workers support the Barrio Logan Community Plan
and will vote  against repealing it. “The Maritime
Industry gave us lies and deception.”

Bradley Insurance
LIFE • HEALTH • DISABILITY • NATIVE AMERICAN

Doris Bradley, Agent
Lic # 0B73377

bradleyinsurance@yahoo.com
619.309.5394 • 619.698.4783
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Coalition calls on Rep. Susan
Davis to Join Bipartisan
Opposition

Congress’ Constitutional Duty
Would Be Usurped by Fast Track!

As we mark 20 years since the signing
of the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), the potential
impacts on working people of the secret-
ly negotiated TPP are cast in stark relief.
Under NAFTA, the United States suf-
fered a net loss of 700,000 jobs to
Mexico, as manufacturers took advantage
of Mexico’s cheap labor and lack of envi-
ronmental and safety standards. Labor
unions and human rights groups point
out that fair labor standards have either
eroded or were simply nonexistent in
both countries during the past two
decades.

A 2012 Angus Reid Public Opinion

poll says more than half of Americans
want the U.S. to withdraw or renegotiate
NAFTA. Only 15 percent believe that the
U.S. should continue its current partici-
pation in NAFTA. When President
Obama ran in 2008, he said he voted
against the Central American Free Trade
Agreement, he never supported NAFTA,
and that he would not support NAFTA-
style free trade agreements in the future.
Yet now he is aggressively pushing the
the TPP, which has been described by
critics as “NAFTA on steroids.”

Kicking off the Rally is Richard
Barrera, Secretary-Treasurer of the San
Diego and Imperial Counties Labor
Council which includes 135 affiliated
unions. He is also a twice-elected Trustee
of the San Diego Unified School District,
the second-largest school district in
California.

“Fast tracking trade deals like the
Trans-Pacific Partnership hurt America’s
working families by eliminating access to
a reasoned and thoughtful democratic
process. We urge Congress to vote ‘no’
on rushing through any deal that favors
corporate profits over the rights of
American workers.” — Richard Barrera,
Secretary - Treasurer, San Diego and
Imperial Counties Labor Council

The celebrated Occupellas choral
group of Women Occupy San Diego per-
formed

Fast Tracking the secret, undemocrat-

ic Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement (TPP) is expected to be
introduced in Congress when it
returns from holiday recess today,
and it could be voted on between
January 8-11. If Fast Tracking pass-
es, there will be virtually no
Congressional debate on the TPP,
which has been negotiated in secret
by the Obama Administration and
600 corporate lobbyists with 10
other nations. For more info on the
TPP, see http://www.citizen.org/tpp//

Congressmembers Susan Davis
and Darrell Issa have not joined
their San Diego County delegation
colleagues Duncan Hunter, Scott

Peters and Juan Vargas in opposing Fast
Tracking. Women Occupy San Diego and
the San Diego Overpass Light Brigade

are working in a national coalition of
400+ labor, environmental, health,
democracy and other advocacy groups
to target our local Congressmembers
with phone calls to Vote NO on Fast
Tracking the TPP, and this Rally is
intended to highlight the importance
of this vote. We call upon
Congresswoman Davis to join 178 of
her colleagues from BOTH PARTIES
who have publicly opposed Fast
Tracking to Vote NO on “Fast Track”
Trade Promotion Authority or any
other mechanism that continues to
exclude Congress from having a mean-
ingful role in the formative stages of
trade agreements and throughout
negotiating and approval processes. 

Rally to Vote NO on Fast Tracking the TPP

“Hit it” chimes Norrie Robbins (left) of
Occupellas.

Mt. Rushmore cries out for a leader.

AWASH
ETHOPIAN
RESTAURANT

4979 El Cajon Blvd.
San Diego

619-583-9225

Enjoy exotic and delicious, authentic
Ethiopian cuisine in a cordial intimate setting.

Available for community and business meetings.

New Management Partner Dr. Carroll Waymon

¥ Live streaming worldwide 24/7:
www.palatribe.com or the TuneIn.com
app for i-Phone or Android

¥ National Native News M-F 10a and noon
¥ Native America Calling live at 10a M-F
¥ Pala Today local news and events M-F

at noon
¥ Native music block Saturday mornings

7:30-10
¥ Rez Radio Reggae nightly 7-8p
¥ Old Time Radio shows from the 1930�s,

40�s and 50�s nightly at midnight and
Sunday afternoons.

¥ Rez Radio music mix of classic rock, country,
soul, blues, native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@PALATRIBE.COM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER 

This web site is dedicated to the promotion and preservation
of the Kumeyaay culture. Kumeyaay.com tells the story from

the Kumeyaay perspective, and is the premiere source for
Kumeyaay Indian information.

Welcome to Kumeyaay.com

Visit us at: kumeyaay.com
Email: larry@kumeyaay.com

TPP protestors in front of Congresswoman Susan
Davis’ office.
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GAMBLING AND THE LAW®:

Adelson’s Bad Bet
“If Churchill were alive today, he would

have said about this election, ‘Never have so
few spent so much to affect so little.’” – James
Carville

The gaming industry won most of its
battles at the ballot box, but lost the pub-
lic relations war.

In Maryland, voters passed Question
7, 52% to 48%. This will not only allow
the five previously authorized slot casinos
to add table games, it permits a giant
sixth Las Vegas style casino, right next to
Washington, DC. MGM’s Prince George’s
County casino will have as many as 3,000
slot machines. 

Rhode Island voters approved adding
table games to the slot halls at Twin River
and Newport Grand, giving the state two
full-scale casinos. Geneseo, Illinois, voters
narrowly recommended the city have
video gaming.

Oregon again voted against privately
owned casinos. But that is mixed news,
since it would have meant competition to
the state’s Indian casinos. 

The continuing Democratic majority in
the U.S. Senate means Nevada casinos
keep one of the best friends they have
ever had, Harry Reid (D.-NV), as majority
leader. Tribal gaming also keeps its friend,
Barack Obama, as president, and added
individuals like Heidi Heitkamp (D.-ND)

to the upper house. For Internet gaming,
die-hard supporter Barney Frank (D.-MA)
may have retired, but so did opponent
Jon Kyl (R.-AZ). 

All of these successes pale in the face
to the major p.r. hit casinos took in the
media on November 6 and the days that
followed. The fault lies primarily with
two individuals: Donald Trump and
Sheldon Adelson. But Steve Wynn and
Penn National Gaming did their share to
hurt gaming’s reputation.

There is not much to say about Trump.
I have to admit that I used to admire him.
I have taught law school classes in negoti-
ating, and I respect not only his skill but
his willingness to do whatever it takes to
win. When one of his Atlantic City casi-
nos went bankrupt, he threatened the
bondholders to tie up the proceedings in
messy litigation for years. He knew as an
equity holder he had almost no legal
rights. But he also knew the lenders were
big investors from Japan, who would do
anything to avoid having their names
dragged into a public fight. So, they let
Trump keep his name on the casinos, and
gave him shares in the new business.

Similarly, I often work as a consultant
and expert witness. This means getting
people to know my name, so they will
hire me. Until recently, no one could
compete with Trump when it came to
self-promotion.

But his lack of restraint led to head-
lines like this:

“Trump calls for revolution, blasts

Electoral College”
“Donald Trump goes berserk on elec-

tion night”
“Donald Trump Wins Election Night’s

‘Most Unhinged Conservative’ Award”
NBC reporter Brian Williams said, on-

air, “Donald Trump, who has driven well
past the last exit to relevance and peered
into something closer to irresponsible
here, is tweeting tonight.” Trump’s
response led to new headlines: “Donald
Trump Twitter Tirade Continues with
Criticism of Brian Williams.”

Trump was most upset that Barack
Obama appeared to have won the elec-
toral college but not the popular vote.
Trump had not complained in 2000,
when George W. Bush was elected presi-
dent with fewer votes than Al Gore.
Common sense would have told Trump
to wait until the votes from the West
Coast had been counted: Obama beat
Mitt Romney by more than 3 million
votes.

Fortunately for the gaming industry,
Trump is so well known, that most stories
never mentioned his casinos. Not so with
Sheldon Adelson.

Adelson bet very big on Romney and
other conservative Republicans in nine
Senate races. Many stories noted that the
money he contributed in 2012 made him
the largest political donor in American
history. And every news report included
his ownership of casinos.

All of his money was wasted, with the
possible exception that the GOP kept the
U.S. Senate seat in Nevada. But it was
more than thrown away: Adelson actually
campaigned against himself.

The owner of the Las Vegas Sands
(“LVS”) started the year as the biggest
backer of Newt Gingrich. There is general
agreement that without Adelson’s mil-
lions, Gingrich would have dropped out
of the primaries after his early losses.
Instead, Gingrich had the cash to run
attack ad after attack ad against Romney,
focusing on his “vulture capitalism” at
Bain Capital. This reinforced the image of
Romney that the Obama campaign was
pushing. And it extended the primary
fights, forcing Romney to take extreme
right-wing positions that were caught on
tape.

Forbes lists Adelson as the 11th richest

American, and his political contributions
show just how much money he has.
Americans have trouble thinking about
the difference between “million” and “bil-
lion.” I like the British terminology better,
which calls the larger number “a thou-
sand million.” 

Adelson has somewhere around $25
thousand million, give or take a few thou-
sand million. This means he has more
money than was spent by Obama and
Romney and the Democratic and
Republican parties and all independent
groups on the presidential election – four
times as much. Ironically, he probably
made more money under Obama than
any other individual. His LVS stock was at
$5 a share when Obama took office; it is
now above $43.

Adelson gave people like Romney and
Karl Rove about $53 million. This is an
enormous amount, for an election. But
not for Adelson. As a nice comparison, a
couple of weeks after the election,
Adelson had LVS declare a special divi-
dend, giving him about $1.2 billion.
That’s $1,200 million; $53 million really
is the size of a rounding error. 

It is about two-tenths of one percent of
his assets. If you own a home that is
above water and have some money in the
bank, you might be worth about
$100,000. Donating 0.2% would mean
just writing a check for $200.

The problem for the gaming industry
is that it looks like it is filled with people
with money to burn, and who have their
own agendas at best, or who are divorced
from reality at worst.

Howard Stutz wrote an “Inside
Gaming” column in the Las Vegas
Review-Journal entitled “Piles of cash, tor-
rents of tweets and lots of crazy.” In it, he
discussed not only Trump and Adelson,
but also Wynn’s constant attacks on
President Obama. 

Wynn characterized Obama as a
socialist, while praising Communist
China. Here are the actual quotes: “The
guy keeps making speeches about redis-
tribution, and maybe we ought to do
something to businesses that don’t invest,
they’re holding too much money. We
haven’t heard that kind of talk except

SEE Gambling, page 14

by Adam Rodriguez

The Pauma Band of Mission Indians
honored their Veterans at a ceremony on
November 9, 2013 at 11:00 am at their
Graveyard in Pauma Valley.

The first Veteran Memorial was made
out of adobe and over the years has
deteriorated. The Pauma Tribe wanted to
honor their Veterans before the Veteran
Day Holiday. The names of the Pauma
Tribal Veterans well be on a temporary

nameplate until their bronze plate is
ready after Veterans Day.

The Tribes Gaming Revenue funded
the Pauma Tribal Veteran’s Memorial.

Father Ray, from the Pala Mission
conducted the Blessing of the Memorial.

In addition the Southern California
Veterans Association Honor Guard con-
ducted the customary military honors

A festive lunch followed the ceremo-
ny at the Pauma Tribal Hall.

The Pauma Band of Mission Indians Honors Vets
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Alan Lechuza Aquallo
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ATTORNEYS
Aaleman & Associates
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619-593-1754 • treefuzz@cox.net

Marshall Law PC
Daniel E. Marshall, Attorney at Law
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BAKERY
Historic San Luis Rey Bakery
490 N. El Camino Real Oceanside, CA 92058
760-433-7242

La Nueva Mexican Bakery
4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego, CA
619-262-0042

BEEKEEPERS
Liz • 619-504-2655

BEVERAGES
ExFuse / Vandana Chima
702-401-1404
vandana@teamchima.com
www.teamchima.com

CARE GIVER
Private Duty– References
Terms to be discussed
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz

CLERICAL
Your Girl Friday International
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Services • 619-961-0531
yourgirlfriday3512@gmail.com

CONSULTING
Taspan Consulting Company
Shirley Murphy, President
5457 Sycuan Road, El Cajon, CA 
619-994-5796 • www.taspan.org

CONTRACTORS
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FURNITURE
Ladies Mahogany Dresser
3 Mirrors - Good condition
$2,000
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz

HEALTH
Rady’s Children Hospital 

San Diego, CA
800-869-5627 • www.rchsd.org

Regenerative Medicine Institute
www.regenerativemedicine.mx

HEALER-SHAMAN
Transitions / Vera A. Tucker
vtucker1212@gmail.com
619-987-0372

HOUSEKEEPING
Cleaning, windows, floors
4 hours $60 - 8 hours $100
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz 

INSURANCE
State Farm / Jack Fannin
1154 E. Main St. El Cajon, CA 92021-7157
619-440-0161 Business
619-440-0495 Fax
jack.fanninjroi@statefarm.com
www.jackfannin.com

Bradley Insurance 
Doris Bradley, Agent
619-309-5394 • 619-698-4783
bradleyinsurance@yahoo.com

Earthquake Insurances
www.EarthquakeAuthority.com

MARKETING
International Marketing Systems
Eddy Michaelly 
www.imsbarter.com

Jahaanah Productions
Marketing, Media, Public Relations, Graphic
Design • 832-978-0939

NOTARY PUBLIC
Sis. Evon X. Nana 
San Diego, CA 92113 • 619-549-5792
evonx@yahoo.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Peache Photo Memories
619-697-4186 office
619-549-0968 contact
http://peache-1.smugmug.com
peachephotos@cox.net

PUBLISHERS
Blackrose Communications 
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Carla Tourville
Native Regalia Custom Design
Yokut Tule River Tribe
San Diego, CA • 619-743-9847

REPARATIONS
Mr. Peoples Reparations
200 N. Long Beach Blvd. Compton, CA
310-632-0577

RESTAURANT
Awash Ethiopian Restaurant
4979 El Cajon Blvd. San Diego,CA 
619-677-3754

RETAIL – CLOTHING
Full Blood Apparel
P.O. Box 3101 Valley Venter, CA 92082
www.fullbloodskates.com • 760-445-1141

SOCIAL SERVICES
Tribal Tanf
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
San Diego Office 866-913-3725
Escondido Office 866-428-0901

Manzanita Office 866-931-1480
Pala Office 866-806-8263

VETERANS
AIWA – American Indian Warriors
Association
William Buchanan, President
858-234-8715

ADVOCACY
Adams Esq.
Special Needs Children
500 N. Rainbow Blvd. Ste 300
Las Vegas, NV 89107
702-289-4143 Office • 702-924-7200 Fax 

COMMUNITY
Native American Community Services
3909 S. Maryland Pkwy #205 Las Vegas, NV
89119-7500

PUBLISHERS
Blackrose Communications 
111 South 35th St. San Diego, CA 92113
619-234-4753
www.indianvoices.net • davis4973@aol.com

HEALTH
The Circle: A Healing Place
Joanna Johnson, MSW, CFAS
Longview Behavioral Hospital
22 Bermuda Lane, Longbiew, Texas 75605
www.longviewhospital.com
www.oglethorpeinc.com
850-228-0777

TEXAS

NEVADA

CALIFORNIA
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moral right and responsibility to resist
wrong include disobeying the established
orders and unjust laws. Thus in the con-
text of our struggle of prevention and
intervention of disease disparity and
death of our community, we are obligated
by history and heaven to rise up in oppo-
sition to evil and wrong doing as King
states “ that when man-made law con-
flicts with moral reasoning, we not only
have the right but also, the responsibility
to resist it. Rev. King goes onto say that
“justice will not come from court deci-
sion or legislation but rather form a “rad-

ical restructuring of our society”; and that
is ever evident in the struggle for libera-
tion via reaching optimal health in our
community.

Lastly, Rev. King’s stance on Activism
& Achievement is affirmed through his
contention that “Freedom is never given
to anybody, activism is necessary to
achieve libration because oppression does
not yield unless strong pressure is
applied against it by the oppressed.”
Furthermore, King argues that after one
has discovered what he/she is made of
and for, they should surrender all of the
power of their very being to the achieve-
ment of their goals” Rev. King urged
excellence in work o matter what the

work might be.” Therefore I contend that
without any doubt whatsoever, in order
to do as Rev King rightly encourages us
to do we must also adhere to the princi-
ple and practices of the Nguzo Saba prin-
ciple, Nia (Purpose), which states “to
make our collective vocation the building
and developing of our community in
order to restore our people to their tradi-
tional greatness” and part of our great-
ness is that our ancestors brought to the
world naturopathic protocols for living
long and prosperous healthy lives.
Therefore we have no business playing
cultural children to Europe and its
descendant, buying into their profit mak-
ing schemes about health and medicines

and dying at unparalleled rates in com-
parison to other others in the process.

In the final analysis, it is up to us
Black people to continue our legacy as
being this country’s moral vanguard and
thus let us remain steadfast and com-
pelled to build on Rev Kings legacy and
honor his heritage by assuming and
infusing his positions and Practices of
Self Help, Revolution, Activism &
Achievement in our struggle to establish
a Model of Moral Magnitude in achieving
Optimal Health !

Min. Tukufu Kalonji is Founder/Kasisi of Kawaida African

Ministries. For info contact @ tkalonji@hotmail.com

Black Path
Continued from page 5

For advertising opportunities contact:
BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS

Email: rdavis4973@aol.com
Website: www.IndianVoices.net

(619) 534-2435

Airports - Drop Offs/Pickups - Tours
Barmitvas - VIP Services - Night Clubs

Special Events - Canciyetas - Weddings
Wine Tasting - Private Charter Jets

Discounts & More

Call James  619.306.4414
info@pltrans.com

www.pltrans.com    24/7 Service

Passion Island
832 Washington Plaza
Washington, NC 27889

Contact Tisha at 252-402-4700

Lingerie, Clothes, Shoes,
Jewelry, and a lot more!
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NEVADA NEWS
For Nevada Information: 619-234-4753 • 619-534-2435

Sandoval Announce Nevada Selected
As UAV Development Center
Washington, D.C. – The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) today
announced that Nevada has been select-
ed as one of six locations to be a center
for Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
development in the United States. As a
UAV development site, the most likely
economic forecast shows that there
could be thousands of jobs for UAS
direct employees with an average wage
of approximately $62,000; an estimated
$2.5 billion in economic impact in pres-
ent dollars; and an estimated $125 mil-
lion in annual state and local tax rev-
enue.

“This is wonderful news for Nevada
that creates a huge opportunity for our
economy,” said Senator Harry Reid.
“Nevada has long been a leader in the
UAS Industry, and no state makes a bet-
ter candidate than ours. With this appli-
cation approval, Nevada will continue to
lead in new and innovative technologies
of the 21st century, along with creating a
large and profitable industry. I appreci-
ate the work of all those involved and I
look forward to working with Governor
Sandoval to ensure a successful imple-
mentation of the award, and subsequent
creation of the testing sites in Nevada.”
“Being selected as one of six sites for
UAV development in the country is a
historic moment for Nevada,” Governor
Brian Sandoval said. “With the climate
and air space of Nevada, we are unique-
ly equipped to help expand the develop-
ment of UAVs.

We have also partnered with private
industry and academia to establish the
curriculum necessary to create the UAS
civilian workforce of the future in
Nevada. Our state has been preparing
for this selection and we are ready to
enter this new era of aviation history. I
thank Senator Reid for his tireless work
on this issue and the opportunity to
work together on this momentous day
for our state.” In 2012, Senator Reid led
passage of the FAA Modernization and
Reform Act of 2012, establishing the
Federal Aviation Administration pro-
gram to begin testing for the integration
of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles--common-
ly referred to as drones--into the
National Airspace System.

Awarding Nevada the FAA test sites
will have far reaching implications on
the economy of Nevada. The range of

jobs created includes, but is not limited
to: teachers, machinists, aircraft mechan-
ics, software developers, electrical engi-
neers, and human resource profession-
als. The selection follows Nevada’s appli-
cation, submitted to the FAA in May of
2013. Nevada’s application included the
state as the direct applicant, and a 28
member team including the Nevada
System of Higher Education, the Nevada
National Guard, Bowhead Systems,
Navigator Development and Drone
America.

Team members, who represented a
cross-section of public and private part-
ners, industry and academic leaders,
within the northern and southern
regions of the state, identified three Test
Ranges and four test sites in the State’s
Application. “The FAA designation of
Nevada as a UAS Test Site is an incredi-
ble step forward for the State of
Nevada,” said Steve Hill, Director of the
Governor’s Office of Economic
Development. “It allows us to establish a
leadership role and be at the forefront of
a new and important future industry.

The job creation and economic
impact will be significant - growing dur-
ing the testing phase and expanding as
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)
becomes a commercial industry. We look
forward to working with the FAA and
other Test Sites to develop an industry
that is safe and secure while creating
good jobs and providing the benefits
that stem from commercial applications.
I want to thank everyone who directly
worked to make this a reality, and I also
want to thank elected officials and com-
munities throughout Nevada for their
unwavering support.” 

Reid, Sandoval Announce Nevada
Selected As UAV Development Center 

from pure socialists.” “September will be
our fifth anniversary in the People’s
Republic of China in Macau, and we love
it there. We are so grateful to be part of
that market and to be allowed to partici-
pate in that community. We find the
political environment, the regulatory
environment, the human resource envi-
ronment that we’re in to be absolutely
delicious.”

Stutz also wrote about Penn National
Gaming’s over the top attacks on
Maryland’s Question 7, which feared the
potential competitors that would be creat-
ed for its West Virginia casino. This

included funding ads attacking legal gam-
ing as creating compulsive gamblers and
underage betting.

Elections matter. They not only deter-
mine who wins and how they will gov-
ern. They also focus the public’s attention
on issues that they otherwise ignore.

It is important to win. But it is more
important not to lose in a way that com-
pletely destroys your credibility forever.

© 2013, I. Nelson Rose. Prof. Rose is recognized as
one of the world’s leading experts on gambling
law, and is a consultant and expert witness for gov-
ernments, industry and players. His latest books,
INTERNET GAMING LAW (1st and 2nd editions),
BLACKJACK AND THE LAW, GAMING LAW: CASES
AND MATERIALS and GAMING LAW IN A NUT-
SHELL are available through his website,
www.GAMBLINGANDTHELAW.com.

Gambling
Continued from page 12

and Interstate 5. It was designated an offi-
cial historic site by the San Diego
Historical Site Board in 1980.

Barrio Logan is part of City Council
District 8 represented by Councilman
David Alvarez. The Barrio Logan
Community Planning Area was granted
status as a redevelopment area but the
state of California abolished all redevelop-
ment areas in 2012.

Barrio Logan is home to the Naval
Station San Diego, also known as 32nd
Street Naval Station, as well as the NASS-
CO shipyard and other military-related
facilities, which is were the have vs the
havenots turff war begins.

At a recent press conference Alvarez
stated “out-of state billionaires launched
and funded a referendum process to scare
voters and overturn he democratically
created and approved plan. I put y tust in
the voters to see the referendum process
for what it is. A greedy attempt to keep
the status quo at the expense of the hard
working residents in an attempt to hijack
our community.

Barrio Logan
Continued from page 10
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As we begin to close out 2013 and
look back at the accomplishments this
year, we realize that Native American
communities have much to be proud of.

Congress passed historic provisions in
the Violence Against Women Act by
restoring criminal jurisdiction to Indian
tribes over non-Indians who commit
domestic violence in Indian Country.

Congress awarded long overdue gold
medals to Native American Code Talkers
who were invaluable to help end both
World Wars. Much awareness and under-
standing has been brought to bear about
the denigrating effects of the name

“Washington Redskins.” I sincerely hope
that the team’s owner will change this
name that is so offensive to Native
Americans and their history.

The first Native American woman,
Diane Humetewa, has been nominated to
the federal bench in Arizona—something
that I look forward to moving along in the
Senate.

In Nevada, final distribution of the
Western Shoshone judgment was made to
tribal members. I worked on this matter
for many years to make sure that the
Department of the Interior kept its obliga-
tion to make these final payments. But we

Native American Self-Determination

still have so much work to do.
The Native American Housing

Assistance and Self-Determination Act
expired in September. These programs are
crucial to building homes, infrastructure
and communities in Indian Country. I
remain committed to working with the
Committee on Indian Affairs to bring this
bill to the floor and to the President’s
desk.

Construction of the largest commercial
solar power plant on Indian Lands is
scheduled to begin in full in early 2014.

The Moapa Band of Paiutes’ project will
create dozens of jobs, and contribute to
the tribe’s economy while creating energy

independence. And we must continue to
work on reauthorizing energy and other
tax extenders which are so important for
continued investment in developing ener-
gy independence in Indian Country.

Under sequestration we must work
harder to protect tribal programs like the
Indian Health Service from harsh funding
cuts.

As the Majority Leader of the Senate,
and Nevada’s Senior Senator, I look for-
ward to working with the tribes in Nevada
and the rest of Indian Country to ensure
that Congress upholds its trust and treaty
obligations to American Indian and Alaska
Native people. 

UNSECURED
BUSINESS LOANS

Startup business ok
Lines of Credit $25,000 & UP 

LLC & S Corps
Business Plan

Five year credit history
No BK’s or Foreclosures

Credit Partner ok

CALL 619-487-0002

CREEK FREEDMEN
DESCENDANTS SOUGHT

Muscogee Creek Indian Freedmen Band
is seeking the descendants of Creek

citizens placed on the
Creek Freedmen Roll from 1896 to 1915.

If your ancestors were on this roll,
write P.O. Box 6366,

Moore, OK 73153
for eligibility information.

Call Francisa Rosales 4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego
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