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with cultural community 
development has resulted 
in a large following and 
organizational apparatus 
that reaches from an army 
of loyal volunteers to 
friends and Change Agents 
within the city/state 
bureaucracy and in the 
Grant community. 

Armed with this arsenal 
of skill and commitment 

Makeda has her eyes on Bracketville, 
Texas to network, organize, and plan with 
her peers. The stories to come are sure to 
be a roadmap to a more peaceful, 
cooperative and recognizable America. 
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LOVE 
ENLIGHTENS 

HATE

The third weekend in September 
is a special weekend in the tiny 
town of Brackettville, Texas. Once 
a year, the descendants of the 
Seminole Negro Indian Scouts 
gather there to celebrate their 
ancestors and their unique 
heritage. They come from all 
corners of the States, from 
Mexico, Europe, the Bahamas 
and anywhere where the Black 
Seminole diaspora led them. They 
are the proud descendants of a 
people whose history is both 
unusual and at the same time 
representative of what it is to be 
an American, born of the melting 
pot that this country truly is. 
 
Seminole Days are celebrated on 
the third weekend of every 
September in Brackettville  Texas. 
Visitors are welcome!

by Windy Goodloe, Seminole Indian Scouts 
Cemetery Association secretary 

 
On August 16, 1870, the Seminole 

Negro Indian Scouts were mustered 
into service. This first group consisted 
of only ten men, but as the group grew, 
they would become known for their 
brave and selfless service. 

The Seminole Negro Indian Scouts 
mainly consisted of Black Seminoles. 
The Black Seminoles were a group of 
maroons who had escaped slavery in 
the Lowcountry region of the United 
States (North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia). Instead of running 
north, this group ran south to La 
Florida because it was under Spanish 
rule at the time. It is believed that the 
first Africans began seeking freedom in 
Florida from as early as 1693. 

When the maroons arrived in La 
Florida, they found a group of Native 

Americans there already. This group 
was known as the Lower Creeks. They 
had broken away from the larger group 
of Creeks because of moral differences 
and had taken up residence in Spanish 
Florida. The two groups would 
eventually come to rely on each other 
as America continued to encroach 

upon their land. 
There would be three wars – known 

as the Seminole Wars – fought between 
the United States and these two groups 
(Seminoles and the maroons now 
known as the Black Seminoles). The 

most significant 
war was the 
Second 
Seminole War. 

Following 
the conclusion 
of the Second 
Seminole War 
in 1842, 
several of the 
Black Seminole 
leaders agreed 
to relocate to 
Indian 
Territory. They 
agreed to do 

this because they believed that they 
would gain their freedom once they 
got there. Sadly, many of the promises 
that had been made to get the group to 
move to Oklahoma were not kept. So 
they began looking for a way to change 

Black Seminole History ...  
Gathering at Brackettville, Texas

SEE Black Seminole History, page 2

Last picture of the Seminole Negro Indian Scouts, circa 1913

by Rose Davis 
 
In furtherance of her 

lifelong and civic service, 
particularly devoted to  
indigenous women 
struggling for equality 
and justice, Makeda 
continues her incredible 
campaign that is evolving 
into a movement. 

Anyone who has 
visited the World Beat Center has 
experienced the  chronology and 
depth of her success. 

Touring the WBC is an 
illuminating cultural experience, 
exuding promise and hope for the 
human experience. That it is on the 
land of the Great Kumeyaay  Nation 
resonates with even greater import. 

The upcoming trip to Bracketville 
is deeply significant to this Spiritual 
Warrior as it represents an 
opportunity to reach out to help “My 
People”. 

Makeda’s long history involved 

Makeda Dread and The World Beat Center are 
Making a Pilgrimage to Bracketville, Texas to Attend 
the Seminole Negro Scouts Descendants Gathering

www.indianvoices.net

As the world transforms to a renewed 
and healthy heavenly body, follow World 
Beat Center News on the center fold in 
“Indian Voices.” Learn and be educated to 
all of the important outreach and 
networking taking place to the Indigenous 
World. Also tune into Makeda 102.5FM 
IMER FUSION. Lend a hand and support 
the evolving indigenous media positioned 
to replace the festering corporate model 
consuming all of us. Become a part of the 
same collective community energy and 
effort that transformed the WBC from a 
castaway facility used by the city for 
storage into a world class, contemporary, 
state-of-the-art museum show case and 
premire attraction of Balboa Park. That 

same life force is laying the ground work 
for an Indigenous Media Platform that will 
provide accurate information and 
medicine for a population endangered by 
a lack of intellectual nourishment. 

While the Ancestors gently remove the 
current World /Corporate elite off the 
world stage of power, the vibrant and 
culturally articulate wait in the wings for 
the cue to resume civic engagement and 
voting free from an Out of Body 
experience. 

The WBC awaits to connect with all 
Tech-savvy citizens and interested parties 
to join together to develop an Indigenous 
Media Platform and step into an 
empowered future.

Stay in the Know – Resuscitate our Democracy
Read WorldBeat Center News in Indian Voices Double Truck
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their situation as quickly as possible. 
In 1849, the Seminoles and the 

Blacks Seminoles made an arduous 
700-mile trek to Mexico. From 1850 to 
1870, they helped protect the Mexican 
border from Comanches, Apaches, and 
encroaching Texans. They would become 
known as the Negros Mascogos. 

After twenty years of service to the 
Mexican government, the US army 
approached the group and asked them 
to move to Texas and do what they had 
done for Mexico. The first group 
originally crossed over from Texas to 
Mexico on July 4, 1870. They were 
officially mustered into service on 
August 16, 1870, at Fort Duncan in 
Eagle Pass, Texas. As stated early, this 
first group of Seminole Negro Indian 

Scouts was made up of only ten men. 
Between 1870 and 1914, more than 

150 men would join and serve as 
members of this group. In 1872, they 
moved to Fort Clark, located in 
Brackettville. They would remain there 
for the rest of their service. Four of the 
men were awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for their bravery. Their 
names were Adam (Paine) Payne, Isaac 
Payne, John Ward, and Pompey Factor. 
All four men are interred at the Seminole 
Indian Scouts Cemetery, located in 
Brackettville, Texas. 

Each year, we honor the Seminole 
Negro Indian Scouts and their families 
during our three-day Seminole Days 
celebration. The final day of our 
celebration focuses on those who have 
passed on. We keep their names and 
legacies close to us. We honor their lives 
and their memories.

Black Seminole History 
Continued from page 1

ATTENTION SENIORS: HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

The followers and supporters of 
former United States President Donald 
Trump have made it very clear that they 
are willing and prepared to engage in 
acts of violence to achieve their political 
goals. Trump has hardly made any effort 
to discourage them. This is nothing new 
for the USA. This nation was founded by 
a violent revolution against the 
government of its time - The 
Revolutionary War against England and 
its King. 

Offices of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) have been attacked 
and protested. People have been killed. 
All because of the vitriolic rhetoric of 
irresponsible people who have been 
misguidedly placed in positions of 
responsibility. They have acted 
irresponsibly by maligning law 
enforcement and casting aspersions on 
the process of law enforcement without 
full knowledge of the facts. This is 
typical in the current climate of the far 
right and supporters of Donald Trump. 

This is not to say that the FBI is 
infallible. This is not to say that  the FBI 
is infallible.  We know the FBI has 
historically been used to undermine 
progressive movements like these. Some 
would argue that the FBI was just “doing 
its job” to protect the USA from violent 
extremists.  Others might say that these 
American citizens were doing what they 

were supposed to be doing to “form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to [them]selves and [their] 
Posterity,” as the preamble to the United 
States Constitution states is the purpose 
for the founding of this nation in the 
first place - a nation founded through 
violent revolution.  

Even prior to these recent events, we 
have seen the rise of violence on the 
right from Charlottesville to January 6th 
to Buffalo, New York and so much more. 
Recently we have been warned that there 
is chatter in the eastern area of San 
Diego County of white supremacists 
possibly seeking to cause harm to 
members of the Black community. 
Recently, there was a meeting with 
several law enforcement agencies and 
members of the Black community of San 
Diego. The purpose of the meeting was 
to advise members of the community of 
the “chatter” that law enforcement has 
information of, regarding possible 
violent, threatening behaviors against the 
Black community.  

The law enforcement agencies present 
at the meeting represented all levels of 
the government. Importantly, they stated 
that they were not aware of a definitive 
plot against any particular person or 

place at that time, but they were 
concerned about the potential for 
escalation and advised the community 
members in the room - pastors - 
activists, government representatives, to 
be on guard. 

Research presented shows that Black 
people are disportionately victims of 
police action. This is also true in San 
Diego. While Black people make up just 
5% of the population of the State of 
California, they are the victims in 31.1% 
of hate crimes. These numbers 
apparently also hold up for San Diego.  

Law enforcement wanted to make 
sure that the Black community of San 
Diego knows and understands the 
indicators of when someone may be 
preparing to attack the community. Do 
they have Confederate flags on their car 
or pick up truck? Do they seem out of 
place in the environment? Have you seen 
the same vehicle passing through the 
community on different occasions?  
There is more information on how to 
spot “pre-attack indicators” on the FBI 
website. Check it out. 

Community members should also 
know where and how to report 
suspicious behavior. There is a 
coordinated effort on the part of law 
enforcement to address hate crimes and 
white supremacists violence. Website 
provides information and forms that can 
be submitted online to report suspicious 
activity. Of course, if you see or know 
that something is going down, call 911. 

The point here is that, for your safety 
and mine, there is a place for law 
enforcement - when the laws are just 
and the administrators of the law and 
their (our) agents are not corrupt. They 
can do the right thing and protect the 
innocent while equitably bringing the 
lawless to justice.  

However, there is a deeper problem 
with America, and it is not just with law 
enforcement. The question we need to 
answer is why there is so much crime in 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. A country some people say is a 
Christian country. There is more crime, 
and more punishment of crime, in the 
USA than in any other nation in the 
“developed’ world. There is also more 
crime in America than there is in more 
than one.  

Why is America and why are 
Americans so prone to criminal 
behavior? Also, why does America have 
so many laws in the first place? Are 
humans really that bad? Are Americans 
really that bad? Or have we made some 
errors in what we believe about humans 
and have, therefor,e made some mistakes 
in the way we educate, socialize and care 
for our American humans?   

Children are not born white 
supremacist or criminals. They are 
educated, socialized and cared for, or 
more likely neglected and abused by 
people who commit acts of hatred and 

Credible Threat to Black San Diegans

SEE Credible Threat, page 3
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violence against people they don’t even 
know. These people receive much the 
same education and socialization as the 
policemen and policewomen and police 
chiefs and sheriff’s deputies and FBI 
agents, but perhaps they are cared for 
differently. But that socialization and 
education still leaves many of our law 
enforcement agents with many of the 
same biases as those who would attack 
innocent people. Police officers and 

former police officers are among those 
being prosecuted for attacking the US 
Capitol on January 6th.  

To eliminate the credible threat that 
white supremacy poses to Black people 
in San Diego, and to all people 
everywhere, we have to revisit, review, 
revise and revamp the institutions of the 
United States and weed out the elements 
that teach children and adults to hate, 
from the hater on the street to the halls 
of the United States Presidency.  

Peace. 
Clovis Honoré, Social Justice Editor

Credible Threat 
Continued from page 2

hundred pages with the exhibits, includes 
evidence, and states twenty claims for 
relief including, Conspiracy to Commit 
Housing Discrimination; Interference 
with Right to Contract; Housing 
Discrimination; Violation of Due Process 
& Equal Protection; Violation of Civil 
Rights & Conspiracy; Unlawful Practices 
& Honest Services Fraud; Wrongful and 
Unlawful Eviction & Forcible Detainer; 
Trespass to Real Property; Theft and 
Conversion; Civil Assault and Conspiracy 
to Commit Civil Assault; Violation of the 
California Uniform Voidable Transactions 
Act; Intentional Infliction of Emotional 
Distress; 1st Claim in Equity Void 
Judgment – 2008 Civil; Judgment and All 
Related Orders Thereon; 2nd Claim in 
Equity Void Judgment – 2016 U.D. 
Judgment and All Related Orders 
Thereon; 3rd Claim in Equity Void 
Judgment – 2017 Civil Judgment and All 
Related Orders Thereon; Constructive 
Trust as to Real Property; Tortious 
Interference With Contractual Relations; 
Tortious Interference with Prospective 
Economic Advantage; Wrongful 
Occupation of Property/Claim for 
Ejectment From Real Property; and 
Aggravated Identity Theft. 

The complaint also seeks a referral to 
the Department of Justice for further 
investigation and prosecution for honest 
services fraud by the persons involved. 

Ms. Brown, Ms. Jackson, and Ms. 
Mitchell are available for interviews upon 
request. 

 
About Cindy Brown and Raye Mitchell-The 
Restoration of Dignity Project 
The Importance of the Brown’s $53 Million 
Dollar Demand 

Cindy Brown number 53, Long Beach 
State (1983-87): Cindy Brown, while 
playing at California State University at 
Long Beach as a forward/center, was a 
two-time All-American who led the 49ers 
to their first Final Four appearance in 
1987; her 60-point performance in 
February of that year was tied for the 
Division I single-game record with 
Minnesota’s Rachel Banham (2016) until 
Kansas State women’s basketball center 
Ayoka Lee set a new NCAA Division I 
women’s basketball single- game points 
record with 61 points on January 23, 
2022. Cindy Brown as a senior, also set 

an NCAA scoring record for the most 
points in a single season (974). 

 
About The Restoration of Dignity Project 
The Crisis on the Frontline and a Time to 
Reset, Restore, and Rebuild. 

An assault on the dignity of one of us 
is an assault on the dignity of all of us. In 
all ways that matter, the growing access 
to justice gap, the hyper-charged import 
of racial discrimination into the orderly 
administration of civil justice is a mental 
health, economic health, and justice crisis 
that is an assault on the dignity and 
well-being of all people, all communities 
of color, and especially African 
Americans. This initiative explicitly 
focuses on systematic and systemic 
gender, racial, LGBTQ, and class 
inequalities that impact all communities. 
The goal of the project is to develop 
insights that will be used to reimagine a 
more just and fair civil justice system for 
all. While national reckoning on racism 
following the murder of George Floyd 
and others put scrutiny on the inequities 
in the criminal court system — the issue 
of civil justice reforms and dispute 
resolutions lags far behind and are also in 
need of urgent reforms. 

For many stakeholders in the legal 
profession, the civil justice system has 
been weaponized as a tool to criminalize 
litigants and people of color and exploit 
the court-created barriers to justice that 
disparately impact our most vulnerable 
communities at a time they need justice 
and fairness the most. This project seeks 
to examine the whole person’s experience 
in being heard to resolve persistent 
problems and gain access to justice. By 
focusing on five major principles; a) 
overall health, mental health & total well- 
being, b) self-acceptance & dignity, c) 
economic leadership, e) creative problem 
solving, we commit to deploying all of 
our intellectual talent, resources, and 
creative- know-how to finding creative 
solutions to persistent racial and social 
injustice to ensure that we collectively 
reset, restore and rebuild a civil justice 
system that is not dependent upon 
discrimination as a litigation tool and 
tactic to win at all costs. Our collective 
dignity and humanity matter. 

Cindy lost all her estimated $ 2.5 
million dollars in net worth to bank 
fraud and identity theft and had been a 
self-represented litigant, lost her cases, 
was evicted, and left living in her car.  
In July 2021, Cindy began working with 
USC MBA and Harvard Law School 
lawyer Raye Mitchell of the Restoration 
of Dignity Project as her dignity and 
litigation discrimination expert to 
investigate, help tell her story and be 
heard. 

Los Angeles, CA - Today, Olympic 
Gold Medalist and former WNBA player 
Cindy Brown, who alleges she was 
unlawfully evicted from her home in an 
unannounced S.W.A.T.-like raid on 
November 16, 2020, announced she filed 
a fair housing and civil rights violations 
lawsuit in Orange County Superior Court 
alleging housing discrimination due to 
race, gender and LGBTQ bias in the 
mortgage serving process. Working with 
her attorney Joan T. Jackson and based 
on a comprehensive investigation and 
analysis by Raye Mitchell, founder of the 
Restoration of Dignity Project, the 
complaint was filed on March 9, 2022, 
and amended on March 14, 2022. The 
named defendants are Bank of New York 
Mellon Trust Company, N.A..; The Bank 
of New York Mellon; Specialized Loan 
Servicing, L.L.C., a loan servicing 
company, Ennabe, Inc; Omar F. Ennabe, a 
licensed realtor; The Ryan Firm, A 
Professional Corporation; Timothy M. 
Ryan, a California lawyer; Andrew J. 
Mase, a California lawyer; Tadeusz 
McMahon, a California lawyer; and 
Thomas (Tom) Anderson, a licensed 
realtor. The amended complaint and the 
long form of the press release can be 
found on the website here. 

In 1991, Cynthia L. Brown (Cindy 
Brown), a Black LGBTQ woman, 
purchased a house in Villa Park, Orange 
County, California, and moved into her 
home. After diligently paying her 
mortgage down over the years and 
building equity with the intent to pass on 
generational wealth to her family 

members, beginning in 2005, she became 
the target of fraudsters and identity theft. 
She complained to the authorities that the 
loan documents were forged and a 
product of fraud. One document 
identified the signer as Cynthia L. Brown, 
a Caucasian woman. When the police 
authorities failed to investigate or take her 
claims seriously, she then decided to hire 
a lawyer and sue in civil court. 

By 2020, Cindy had lost all her 
estimated $ 2.5 million dollars in net 
worth and had been a self-represented 
litigant in the courts. She lost her cases, 
was evicted, and after the eviction, she 
was left living in her car for over six 
months and parked outside her home. In 
July 2021, Cindy began working with 
USC MBA and Harvard Law School 
lawyer Raye Mitchell, founder of the 
Restoration of Dignity Project as her 
dignity and litigation discrimination 
expert. “We began a comprehensive 
investigation into Cindy’s case, and it 
became clear that race, gender, and her 
LGBTQ status led to the terrible chain of 
events that started back in 2005 by her 
being targeted for the fraud. The bank 
just seemed to take advantage of the 
situation and piled on through 
ultra-unethical and most-likely unlawful 
activities to cover for the mortgage 
serving discrimination, the wrongful 
foreclosure, and the unlawful eviction.” 
Mitchell commented. 

The First Amended Complaint alleges 
a pattern of deception and discrimination 
in the mortgage loan services process that 
spans over a decade and involves Wells 
Fargo as a loan servicer at one time. The 
complaint describes a process of 
usingsurrogatesto obstruct and defeat the 
orderly administration of civil justice. 
Brown, Jackson, and Mitchell refer to 
“The Bank of New York Trust Company 
Doppelgangers” as the collection of 
agents, lawyers, and other entities sent in 
place of the Bank of New York Trust 
Company, N.A. to appear in the 
litigations and ultimately evict her 
without court authority. 

The amended complaint is over two 

Olympic Gold Medalist Cindy Brown Files a 
$53 Million Lawsuit Alleging Race, Gender, 
and LGBTQ Discrimination in Mortgage 
Servicing Process That Included the Illegal 
Eviction and Raid on Her Home

Welcome to  
KOSAY KUMEYAAY MARKET

kumeyaaymarket.com

2720 Calhoun Street 
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park. 

Phone: (442) 899-8051 
 

Friday - Sunday 10:00am – 7:00pm



However, Uwahnie is also determined 
to create a positive tourism for her 
people - one that does not destroy the 
land, and does not remove the 

indigenous from their homes. She has a 
little island farm, where she employs 
Garifna people who live on the property. 
They are self-sufficient in solar energy, 
and eat plants from their garden and 
local Garifuna markets.  

Not only is she not doing the damage 
of traditional tourism, she also educates 
tourists in the very ethos of her culture. 
In her tours, she teaches traditional 
herbal medicine, and cooks from the 
land. Tourists learn to eat Hudut and 
Berdinga, and they learn about the local 
people, land, and materials.  

 
Indigenous Sovereignty 

Uwahnie intends to create more 
business opportunities and support for 
indigenous people. 

Indigenous people must be able to 
support themselves. Indigenous business 
deserves to be paid properly, not through 
pittance, donations, and grants. This is 
something that starts with every 
indigenous person to also not stand to 
be treated as lesser. She speaks of 
empowerment, and to not take bad 
deals. Indigenous people have so much 
wisdom, but can be taken advantage of 
in bad contracts, and other sneaky ways. 
She advises people to read carefully, to 
ask questions, and to trust your 
intuition. The way forward is to give 
each other respect and to also hold 
ourselves with respect.  

Please visit Uwahnie! Follow the link 
here to book with her:  

https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/31236
215
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Accreditation represents highest level 
of accreditation that can be given to an 
organization 

San Diego, CA – The San Diego 
American Indian Health Center 
(SDAIHC), a patient-centered health 
home that provides comprehensive 
medical, dental, behavioral health, and 
community wellness services that are 
available to all San Diegans, has been 
accredited by Commission on 
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities 
(CARF) for three-years for its Behavioral 
Health, Substance Abuse, Integrative BH 
& Medical, and Prevention programs.  

CARF is an independent, nonprofit 
accrediting body whose mission is to 
promote the quality, value, and optimal 
outcomes of services through a 
consultative accreditation process and 
continuous improvement services that 
center on enhancing the lives of the 
persons served. This is the first 
accreditation that the international 
accrediting body, CARF, has given to the 
San Diego American Indian Health 
Center. 

“This decision represents the highest 
level of accreditation that can be given to 
an organization,” said Kevin LaChapelle, 
EdD, MPA and Chief Executive Officer 

of SDAIHC. “It is reflective of our 
commitment to offering programs and 
services that are measurable, 
accountable, and of the highest quality.” 

The San Diego American Indian 
Health Center is a nonprofit organization 
that has been providing medical, 
behavioral, and dental care in the San 
Diego area since 1979. Founded in May 
1979, SDAIHC honors the wisdom of 
community leaders who believed urban 
American Indians living in our city 
should have community-based health 
care rooted in traditional cultural values. 
The vision of its founders lives on after 
nearly forty years as the health center 
continues to grow and provide high 
quality health care services to a diverse 
community of all ages and walks of life. 
For more information, please visit 
https://sdaihc.org 

CARF was founded in 1966 as the 
Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities. The accrediting 
body establishes consumer-focused 
standards to help organizations measure 
and improve the quality of their 
programs and services. For more 
information about the accreditation 
process, please visit the CARF website at 
www.carf.org. 

San Diego American Indian Health 
Center Receives CARF Accreditation

Uwahnie is an indigenous Garifuna 
entrepreneur based in Hopkins, Belize.  

I was lucky enough to visit her 
cultural center, Palmento Grove Garifuna 
Eco-Cultural & Fishing Institute in 
July 2022. The Cultural Center is a 
short boat ride off from Hopkins. 
Once on the property, you 
experience the love and care 
dedicated to  honoring Garifuna 
culture. There was a drumming 
center, a spiritual center, and of 
course a kitchen and eco-cabins. 

Uwahnie has started the center 
as a way for tourists to engage with 
the local indigenous Garifuna 
culture of Hopkins. Garifuna people 
are a mix of African and indigenous 
American roots. They inhabited the 
Caribbean before the European 
settlers came, and had their own 
language and own customs. In fact, 
Garifuna language, dance and 
music is declared by UNESCO to be a 
“masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity” 

During my visit, I had the pleasure of 
talking with Uwahnie about various 
topics. I’ll address a few of them below. I 
am doing my best to paraphrase some of 
the ideas that came out, but I know she 
tells her own story and we must hear 
her own words. Please do visit for 
yourself the Garifuna Cultural Center in 
Hopkins, Belize. More info below.  

 
Indigenous Tourism 

This is a very complex topic of 
course. Tourism may have many 
benefits, but we cannot overlook the 
dark effects that may come ashore with 
the hailed jewels of deep-pocketed 
tourists. There is much harm also done 
to Belize’s waters, to the drain-off from 
large hotel chains and through simply 
more foot traffic. One of the huge issues 
is also the real estate. Belize is known for 
its naturally white-sand, clear beaches. 
Much of the native Garifuna population 
is ocean-side, as many are fishermen. 
This beach-side land is the most 
lucrative to developers, and as many 
indigenous communities experience 
worldwide, many Garifuna are pressured 
to sell the lands to developers, or even 
have land outright stolen. Many leave in 
one way or another, most likely never to 
return to their homelands. Besides those 
two very deep threats to locals, there is 
another, perhaps more subtle and 
insidious - the culture change. As the 
monolithic hotels copy-paste themselves 
into the beautiful shores, they also 
remove so much of the wealth of the 
indigenous architecture, the language of 
the people, and the culture.  

Indigenous Network Spotlight:  
Uwahnie Mel Martinez 

Wakan Tanka, Great Mystery, teach 
me how to trust my heart, mind, 
intuition, and inner knowing. The 

senses of my body and the 
blessings of my spirit. Teach me to 

trust these things so that I may 
enter my sacred space and love 
beyond my fear. Thus, walk in 

balance with the passing of each 
glorious sun. 
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La Jolla, California – Clean energy 
innovators and financial advisors will 
gather on the campus of Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography, September 
7 – 8, 2022 to help “Communities” learn 
to fund, build and sustain energy 
sovereignty.  Tribal representatives are 
encouraged to participate in this event as 
speakers and attendees.  

This event is meant to help deliver, 
“Clean Energy, Equitably, for all,” so 
communities of various types will attend. 
However, programming specific to tribal 
communities will be featured.  

Jamul Indian Village Chairwoman 
Erica Pinto (Kumeyaay) will speak at this 
event on the “Unique Needs for Energy 
Resilience and Autonomy Among Tribal 
Communities.”  Numerous additional 
speakers will present technologies of 
special interest to tribes, such as 
microgrids.  These systems can provide 
enough energy to power homes, 
community centers, schools and 
infrastructure in tribal communities of 
any size or location – no matter how 
remote.  They are meant to create 
“off-the-grid” power, delivered by nature, 
not utility lines requiring structures that 
often disturbs sensitive cultural sites.   

U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland and U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer Granholm are invited to speak.  
Over 30 additional speakers will 
participate, including team members 
who worked with the San Pasqual Band 
of Mission Indians to install a microgrid 
in their village.   

The recently approved Inflation 

Reduction Act (IRA) provides over $30 
billion in federal funding for clean 
energy project, including those on tribal 
lands.  Allocation of those funds will be 
discussed at this Summit.  Financial and 
government representatives will speak 
on this topic, and be available to meet 
with community members to provide 
more information about funding 

programs. 
In addition to Indigenous 

communities, other groups to attend will 
be Universities, Island Governments, 
U.S. Navy and Marines, School Districts, 
Municipalities, and more. Many such 
groups facilitate energy programs within 
“semi-autonomous communities.”  Much 
like tribal communities, they can, and in 
many cases have, benefitted from their 
own micro-grid systems. Lessons learned 
from their projects could help 
Indigenous Communities be more 
efficient in the systems they may choose 
to help provide energy resilience and 
sovereignty.   

“Energy is the new Gaming” is a new 
phrase in this industry. Meaning, some 
tribes could create enough clean energy 
on their lands to sell back to local 
communities or utility companies.  
Further, some reservations are in ideal 
locations for charging stations for 
trucking and delivery operations.  These, 
too, provide income opportunities for 
tribal communities, which could prove 
very profitable.   

The Zero Emissions Summit stresses 
diversity and equity, so all “Communities” 
are invited in the spirit of advancing 
clean energy and protecting cultural and 
natural resources. To find out more 
about speaking, or simply attending this 
important event, please visit.

Zero Emissions Summit in La Jolla, California Addresses 
“Energy Sovereignty” for Tribal Communities

SAN DIEGO, California.: August 15, 
2022 – San Diego American Indian 
Health Center (“SDAIHC”), a San Diego 
based non-profit community health 
center that provides comprehensive 
dental, behavioral health, and 
community wellness services to 
individuals located in San Diego, CA, has 
learned of a data security incident that 
may have involved the data of current 
and former individuals served by 
SDAIHC.  

On May 5, 2022, SDAIHC discovered 
it was the victim of a sophisticated 
cybersecurity attack affecting the digital 
network. SDAIHC took immediate steps 
to secure the network environment and 
engaged cybersecurity experts to assist 
the with an investigation. The 
investigation determined that an 
unknown actor gained access to and 
obtained data from the SDAIHC network 
without authorization. After a thorough 
investigation, on July 22, 2022, it was 
determined that certain personal 
information was potentially involved in 
the incident. SDAIHC then took steps to 
identify current contact information and 
to notify affected individuals and to 
provide complimentary identity 
protection and credit monitoring 
services.   

The following personal and protected 
health information may have been 
involved in the incident: name, address, 
Social Security number, driver’s license or 

state identification card number, tribal 
identification card number, medical 
information, health insurance 
information, and/or date of birth.  

As soon as it discovered the incident, 
SDAIHC took the steps referenced 
above. SDAIHC also notified the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and will provide 
whatever cooperation is necessary to 
hold the perpetrators accountable, if 
possible. SDAIHC takes the security and 
privacy of personal information in its 
possession very seriously and is taking 
additional steps to prevent a similar 
event from occurring in the future. 

To date, SDAIHC is not aware of any 
evidence of the misuse of any 
information potentially involved in this 
incident.  However, beginning on August 
15, 2022, SDAIHC mailed notice of this 
incident to potentially impacted 
individuals. In this notification letter, 
SDAIHC provided information about the 
incident and about steps that potentially 
affected individuals can take to protect 
their information.  SDAIHC also offered 
individuals access to complimentary 
credit monitoring and identity protection 
services through IDX.   

SDAIHC has established a toll-free call 
center to answer questions about the 
incident and to address related concerns. 
Call center representatives are available 
Monday through Friday between 6:00 
am – 6:00 pm Pacific Time and can be 
reached at 1-833-764-2924.  Individuals 

can also access information regarding 
the incident, services, and steps you can 
take to protect your information online 
at https://response.idx.us/SDAIHC/
All potentially affected individuals may 
qualify for complimentary credit monitoring 
and identity protection services through IDX.  
Individuals who have not received a

notification letter must obtain verification of 
eligibility through the cal center to enroll in 
services.  
     The privacy and protection of personal 
and protected health information is a top 
priority for SDAIHC, which deeply regrets 
any inconvenience or concern this incident 
may cause.

San Diego Original Black Panther 
Party For Community Empowerment 
(SDOBPP4CE) Formerly known As San 
Diego Black Panther Party As a Chapter 
of the National Organization Plan its 
55th Anniversary Celebration. 

Henry L. Wallace IV  (Chairman) 
Official Spokesperson for the Original 
Back Panthers has announced that the 
organization is planning a massive 
extravaganza in celebration of its  55 
Anniversary.  Tentatively Friday October 
21st - Sunday October 23rd. 

As always  the organization will be 
family focused and leaning heavily on 
brother Patrick J, Germany Minister of 
Information and Asst. of Education and  
Ibrahim Fardin Minister of Education 
These are the remaining 3 members of 
the Original San Diego Party. The 
highlights and main events are currently 
in the planning stages. Until then we 
will continue to feed the Communities 
in need of food and our Homeless 
Populations throughout San Diego Inter 
cities. As part Of The Evelyn & Frankie 
Germany Free Bulk Food Program Every 
Wednesday starting at 11am at The Elks 

Lodge #598  at 
the corner of 
6th and 
Hensley in 
Logan heights 
area. 

This 55th 
Celebration  
will be an “All 
Hands on Deck 
“ community 
event and will 
reach out to all 
who have been 
affiliated with 
or otherwise 

touched by  the Black Panthers since its 
historic beginning in San Diego. 

The World Beat Center will be the 
venue for some of the events. The 
abundance of spirited and talented 
community organizers in San Diego will 
assure that this event will be 
momentous. 

Any one interested in participating  as 
Volunteers and Sponsors Please contact 
Chairmen Henry Wallace at (619) 
634-0586

Original San Diego Black Panthers Plan Anniversary

Erica Pinto Featured Speaker

California Secretary State 
Shirley Weber stands with 
Henry Wallace in 
recognizing Black Panthers

LEGAL NOTICE          

San Diego American Indian Health Center Notifies Individuals of Data Breach

https://response.idx.us/SDAIHC/
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checked the boxes for Indian, Black and 
White. Because many folks who identify 
as Black will also admit to having partial 
White ancestry (though not the reverse), I 
am counting the Indian-Black-White 
individuals as “Black”. This is also the 
thinking of the Census bureau, which 
included that category and figures when 
tabulating the Black population. 

Back to the raw data. Black/Indian and 
Black/Indian/White added together total 
500, 269, or half a million “Black 
Indians.”  Those half-million “Black 
Indians” make up 1.1905% of the 42 
million Black people recorded.  That is 
not a statistically large portion of Black 
Americans who are also American Indian. 

Yet those half-million Black Indians 
make up 9.582% of the total American 
Indian population of 5, 220, 579, or 
almost one-in-ten Indians. In other words, 
folks who identify as partly Black 
represent a much higher proportion of 
Indians than they do of Black Americans.  

Put another way, one-in-ten American 

Indians also acknowledge some Black 
ancestry. 

In 2010, I promptly filled out the 
census form and returned it by mail.  I got 
a “call back” from the bureau. I suspect 
they doubted I was “really” an American 
Indian.  The guy on the phone asked for 
my Indian tribe, and those for my wife 
and children.  I told him my own Indian 
ancestral nation, that of my wife and those 
of my children, who were, of course, a 
combination of mine and my wife’s.  The 
call ended.   

To this day, I don’t know if my family 
and I are counted in the Indian or Black 
numbers on the 2010 census, or both, as I 
had stated twice (in writing and by 
phone) to the US Census Bureau. 

As a side note, despite the Bureau 
calling me back to clarify my tribal 
origins, the 2010 Census did not require a 
high degree of specificity in that regard. 
On the Census Enumerator Questionnaire 
(Chapter 5, Figure 5-2, published July 10, 
2009), a respondent may record  

themselves as “White”, “American Indian 
or Alaska Native” and write their principal 
tribe as “Spanish American Indian.” 

Now “Spanish American Indian” is not 
a very specific origin, mush less than the 
three US-based Indian tribes I designated 
for my household. Why not be more 
specific and list tribes such  as Nahuatl, 
Maya, Otomi, MixtecTaino, Garifuna, etc, 
actual existing Indigenous cultures in 
Latin America? This reinforces my 
contention that the Census Bureau might 
actually be trying to “enlarge” the number 
of acknowledged-Indians by loosening the 
definition of who gets to identify as 
Indian. 

To return to the original question, who 
counts as an American Indian? Those of 
us who stand up to be counted. 

 
References: 
“ACS Race/Ethnicity American Indian and Alaska 
Native”, January 2022, www.census.gov        
“American Indian and Alaska Native Population: 
2010”issued January 2012, www.census.gov 
“Census Enumerator Questionnaire, July 10, 2009”  
www.census.gov

by Kevin A. Thompson 

Who counts as American Indian on the 
US Census? The short answer: Indians get 
to have themselves counted as Indians. 
Since the 2000 census, when the Census 
bureau’s policy first allowed individuals to 
choose multiple racial categories on their 
responses, there has been an increase in 
the number of US residents identifying 
themselves as American Indians, along 
with checking other racial/ethnic boxes 
on the census form. 

Just to be clear up front, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) used to admit that 
they do not have a relationship with all 
individuals or communities who might 
identify as Indian. Claiming Indian 
identity will not, by itself, make one a 
federally-recognized Indian. This article is 
about those us who live both inside 
and/or outside the jurisdiction of the BIA. 

As of today (August 17, 2022) the US 
census website says it won’t release the 
detailed 2020 Indian results until 2023, 
leaving us with the 2010 census results to 
analyze. 

In 2010, the census recorded 5, 220, 
579 people who were American Indian 
“alone of in combination” with other 
races. As for those who checked both 
Indian and Black; 269,421 checked the 
boxes for Indian and Black; and 230, 848 

Who Counts As 
Indian On The 
US Census?

by Michael Odegaard 
 
Eclipsing the Western Cherokee Nation’s 

impressive January kickoff event for the 
International Decade for Indigenous 
Languages (IDIL) 2022-2032, August 2022 
is a month that will go down in history as 
the season American First Nations of 
Canada, the US, and Mexico reeled in 
astonishment by the Pope’s long-awaited 
confession of genocide committed in the 
various residential schools operated by the 
Roman Catholic Church. The long-avoided 
G-word Genie was finally let out of the 
bottle, forcing Americans to confront its 
most unspeakable original sin. As if 
conversations about race weren’t stressful 
enough, Americans have now been thrust 
into our own reckoning with the 
consequences of genocide of our own 
indigenous peoples. The Pope was indeed 
correct to call the forced abandonment of 
indigenous languages beaten into our 
grandparents to be a form of genocide, 
specifically cultural genocide as Raphael 
Lemon envisioned this previously 
unnamed crime against humanity. The 
Pope avoided use of the G-word while on 
Canadian soil for the same reason it was 

left out of the adopted 2007 draft of the 
International Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples; confession of 
“genocide” triggers mandated arrest and 
trial of its confessed perpetrators according 
to the UN’s first international treaty 
unanimously adopted by its General 
Assembly, today known as the Genocide 
Convention. 

And so it is upon a parched landscape 
of our severe drought the United Nations’ 
cultural clarion call to action on behalf of 
Indigenous Languages has begun with the 
present season of mihi — remorse & 
penance — that not only the Kanaka Maoli 
of Hawai’i but also the ‘O’odham of 
Southern Arizona recognize as the first 
phase of what is normally an annual 
jubilee. The international agency founded 
in San Francisco to promote peace and 
security among sovereign states had 
previously declared 2019 to be the 
International Year of Indigenous Languages 
to focus global attention on the alarming 
rate of which indigenous languages are 
presently disappearing; about two 
indigenous languages are now going 
extinct every year, and as much as 90% of 
the world’s 7000 languages are projected to 

disappear by the end of this century. It 
soon became apparent to the UN that one 
year was insufficient time to adequately 
address the gravity of global indigenous 
language loss. 

Why should we be concerned about the 
death of indigenous languages? Language is 
the dignity of any nation and its use the 
best indicator of a nation’s vitality. More 
importantly to the international 
community, the disappearance of an 
indigenous language signals the loss of 
global biodiversity: 80% of the world’s 
remaining biodiversity is protected within 
the 23% of lands remaining under 
indigenous management. The celebrated 
zoologist Jane Goodall reminds us that 
indigenous peoples are our partners in our 
efforts to preserve the Earth’s remaining 
biodiversity. The role that indigenous 
communities play in preserving local 
taxonomies of plants and animals will be 
commemorated on next year’s quarters 
whose obverse side will feature the image 
of Edith Kanaka’ole, composer of the 
Hawaiian chant “E Ho Mai” which calls 
upon our nation’s indigenous peoples to 
reflect upon the hidden knowledge 
contained in their traditional cultures. The 
indigenous language revitalization 
movement does indeed owe a debt of 
gratitude to her leadership!

International Decade for Indigenous Languages 
First article in a series

3
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Led by Tiffany Zhang, AARP 
Program Specialist, the spirited group 
was joined by observers and 
participants via  Zoom. Ms. Zhang did 
a masterful job coordinating the event, 
which included a delicious box lunch. 
The busy, action packed  meeting 
began with an acknowledgement  of 
the Kumeyaay people on whose 
ground we met, sacred ground, by 
Preston Chipps who gently reminded 
all that that sacred ground of the 
gathering  was never surrendered by  
the Great Kumeyaay Nation and that 
the reverence for the earth that they 
honor is shared by the Indigenous 
world. 

The meeting continued efficiently, 
covering Legislative Updates, In Person 
Events, AARP CA Tool Kit, Community 
Updates,Wrap Up and Upcoming 
Events. 

This was an inspiring gathering that 
brought together an intriguing cross 
section of concerned community 
members while  honoring the memory 
of Ethel Percy Andrus the inspiration 
behind AARP. This cultural pioneering 
intellect was a long-time educator and 

the first 
woman high 
school 
principal in 
California. She 
was also an 
elder rights 
activist and the 
founder of 
AARP in 1958. 
In 1993 she 
was inducted 
into the 
National 

Women’s Hall of Fame. In 1995 she was 
designated a Women’s History Month 
Honoree by the National Women’s 
History Project. 

Certainly this pioneering cultural 
intellect would be pleased to know that 
her pioneering efforts laid the 
foundation for concerned citizens to 
come together to address a national 
identity crisis and seek peaceful 
solutions to resolve the critical issue 
currently facing our nation. 

Thank you Tiffany Zhang for seizing 
the opportunity to meld indigenous 
cultures and intelligence.

Tiffany Zhang Leads AARP Central Community Action 
Meeting on International Indigenous Day – Aug 8, 2022

Tiffany Zhang, AARP 
Program Specialist

If we had waited and relied upon our 
democratic institutions to solve our most 
vexing social problems then African 
Americans could still be in slavery. 
Democracy is important to the degree that 
people have autonomy over their lives in 
the things that impact us directly- 
especially for our most marginalized 
communities. It is a myth that we have a 
true democracy and that this is the best 
form of government . We don’t have direct 
democracy. It is important to understand 
that the most of the social injustice in our 
society has not been resolved by the ballot 
box or elected officials. We still have 
homeless populations, people that go 
hungry every day, racial minorities that die 
at the hands of law enforcement and folks 
that die from lack of healthcare. Yes our 
democratic institutions serve an important 
role in our society and yes we need to 
preserve them and improve upon them, 
too. We also still have not lived up to the 
founding democratic ideals of this country 
and our democratic rights must be used as 
extensions of our need and our ability to 
fight social injustice. It is also our duty and 
responsibility to not just use and rely on 
these democratic institutions and ideals, 
but to ensure that we fight for social justice 
every day and make sure that our most 
vexing social problems are being properly 
addressed. 

Dr. Darwin Fishman, Ph.D 
 
Democracy does not exist unless we 

(the people) have the right to public 
knowledge and truth. No one person or 
institution has the right to fully determine 
for a citizen what is what. Even though 
Black people have not been able to receive 
the benefits of public knowledge and 
truth, we must never forget that our family 
members fought and died in several wars 
and civil rights actions that were 
predicated on maintaining this country’s 
democracy. Those brave people of color 
fully knew that they would not acquire nor 
live long enough to benefit fully from that 
democracy, but they hoped their future 
family and race would eventually benefit 

from their sacrifice. We must continue to 
keep the hope alive for our future race that 
democracy will someday exist for all. In 
summary, we need our freedom in order to 
engage in our outcome. We must never 
forget what our people did for us in the 
past. We must continue to keep our eyes 
towards securing our people’s future. 

Ken Malbrough 
 
We are promoting dictatorship if we are 

not constantly & consistently fighting for 
democracy. Our civil rights and civil 
liberties exist because we believe in the 
basic concepts and principles of 
democracy. It will only continue to exist as 
long as we continue to practice and fight 
for it.  Democracy will only continue to 
exist if we hold our leaders and systems 
accountable to it. Anyone who seeks to 
control through promotion of violence, 
racism, discrimination and division 
through manipulation threatens our 
democracy. Anyone who seeks to have 
absolute power by force and by forsaking 
the rule of law is an enemy of our 
democracy. We can never stop fighting 
because at every corner there is an enemy, 
a lover of power, money, and greed waiting 
to take advantage of our complacency, 
because our complacency is the breeding 
ground for ignorance and silence and it is 
the foundation of dictatorship. We must 
never stop fighting for our democracy and 
we must guard our freedoms for the future 
generations at all costs. 

Aeiramique Glass-Blake, Executive 
Director, Generation Justice 

 
As a refugee, democracy to me is like a 

breath of fresh air.  As our bodies need 
oxygen for existence, human beings need 
democracy to live their life, be happy, 
succeed and improve the quality of their 
life. So, democracy is equal to oxygen, as 
far I am concerned. 

Walter Lam, Founder and President, 
Alliance for African Assistance 

 
Democracy, like anything we cherish, 

must be cared for attentively.  Together, we 
must strive for a “more perfect union.” 
Blessed as we are to live in a democracy, it 
is our right and our duty to be informed 
and vote. To vote is to have faith in a better 
tomorrow. 

Alana Wong Robinson

Voices from the 
Community on 
Democracy

SEE Democracy, page 15

Ethel Percy Andrus (September 21, 
1884 – July 13, 1967) was a long-time 
educator and the first woman 
high school principal in 
California. She was also an 
elder rights activist and the 
founder of AARP in 1958. In 
1993 she was inducted into 
the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame. In 1995 she was 
designated a Women’s History 
Month Honoree by the 
National Women’s History Project.  

Andrus founded, the National Retired 
Teachers Association (NRTA) in 1947. 
She realized that retired teachers were 
living on very small pensions, often 
without any health insurance. She 
approached more than 30 companies to 
offer health insurance to retired teachers 
before she found someone willing to take 
a chance on NRTA members in 1956. 
The organization expanded its 

membership to all retirees and became 
AARP in 1958. 

In 1954 she moved to Ojai, California, 
to start Grey Gables of Ojai, an NRTA 
sponsored retirement community. She 

ran both NRTA and AARP 
from her offices in Ojai until 
1964 when she moved the 
administrative branch of 
AARP to Long Beach. It was 
while living in Ojai that she 
founded AARP in 1958. 

Among Andrus’ many 
accomplishments is a stint as 
a faculty member at Chicago’s 

Lewis Institute, a predecessor of Illinois 
Institute of Technology, and being the 
first woman principal of a major urban 
high school in the state of California at 
Abraham Lincoln High School in Los 
Angeles.[5] She was inducted into the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1993. 
The Extra Mile National Monument in 
Washington, DC, She is buried at Ivy 
Lawn Memorial Park in Ventura, 
California.

Ethel Percy Andrus 

Interviews conducted in 2020

Jack Show, Tuesdays through Saturdays at 6pm 

at noon 

7:30-10 

40’s and 50’s nightly at midnight and 
Sunday afternoons. 

blues, native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@REZRADIO.FM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR 
FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER 

www.RezRadio.FM

BLUE MOUNTAIN TRIBE 
“ALL OUR RELATIONS”

CD & Downloads at www.bluemountaintribe.com 
Downloads also available on iTunes 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Google Plus 

© All Rights Reserved, 

bluemountaintribe@hotmail.com

Check out “Pray For Our Planet” on You-Tube



by Dr. ChenziRa D. Kahina, i'Nia Regina Lynn Rogers 
and Dr. David L. Horne 

8 9

Ingredients 
Serves 3-4 
1 ! cups black-eyed peas, soaked for 4 
hours or overnight. 
1 onion, chopped 
1 green or red bell pepper, seeded and 
chopped 
1 tsp paprika 
" tsp allspice 
2 carrots, sliced 
1-2 tsp cooking oil 
Salt and hot pepper sauce2 garlic cloves, 
chopped 
1 vegetable stock cube 
1 thyme sprig or 1 tsp dried thyme 
 
For the spicy pumpkin 
1 " pounds pumpkin 
1 onion 

2 tbsp margarine 
2 garlic cloves, crushed 
3 tomatoes, peeled and chopped 
" tsp ground cinnamon 
2 tsp curry powder 
Pinch of grated nutmeg 2
⁄3 cup water 

Salt, hot pepper sauce and freshly 
ground black pepper 
 
1. Drain  the peas, place in a pan 
and cover generously with water. Bring the 
peas to a boil. 
2. Add the onion, bell pepper, garlic, stock 
cube, herbs, and spices. Simmer for 45 
minutes or until the peas are just tender. 
Season to taste with the salt and a little hot 
pepper  sauce. 
3. Add the carrots and cooking oil and 

continue cooking for 
about 10-12 minutes 
until the carrots are 
cooked, adding a little 
more water if necessary. 
Remove from the heat 
and set aside. 
4. To make the spicy 
pumpkin, cut the 
pumpkin into cubes and 
finely chop the onion. 

5. Melt the margarine. In a frying pan or 
saucepan, and add the pumpkin, onion, 
garlic, tomatoes, spices and water. Stir well 
to combine and simmer until the pumpkin 
is soft. Season with salt, hot pepper sauce 
and black pepper to taste. Serve with the 
black-eyed peas. ENJOY!!!!

Black-eyed Pea Stew with Spicy Pumpkin

Message to the People

by Kolita Scruggs

by Makeda Cheatom 

Acknowledging the UNIA-ACL in San Diego

UNIA-ACL in San Diego 
presents community awards 
for their outstanding 
community work.  



by Melanie Haiken 

Stepping over sagebrush-speckled 
sand, I followed Trey Williams through a 
sequence of red sandstone outcroppings. 
If I found myself alone here, in northern 
Arizona’s mazelike Antelope Canyon 
wash, I’d be lost in five minutes. Williams 
clearly didn’t need landmarks as he 
guided me and a small group of visitors. 
He spent much of his childhood on this 
land. “My great-grandmother lived out 
here, and we used to play all over, riding 
our bikes across the slickrock,” he said. 

Cresting a rise, we faced a towering red 
rock formation obscuring the entrance to 
Secret Canyon. Located on Navajo land 
and managed as part of the Lake Powell 
Navajo Tribal Park, the slot canyon 
requires a permit and a Navajo guide to 
enter. “Anything else is true disrespect,” 
Williams said. 

But before the park began operations 
in 1997, tourists commonly trespassed on 
this Navajo Nation land to explore slot 
canyons without hiring a guide. That 
disrespect is in keeping with a stark 
reality. Despite the long-standing 
popularity of tourism in Indigenous lands 
across the United States, Canada, and the 
world, Indigenous peoples have often 
missed out on the resulting tourism 
revenue. That’s changing. The tour 
company where Williams works, 
Horseshoe Bend Slot Canyon Tours, is 
majority Navajo-owned. And in 2015, the 
Navajo Nation developed a plan for 
promoting tourism as a means of 
economic development, one of many 
Indigenous tourism initiatives 
transforming travel today. 

For visitors, that means new 
opportunities to experience rich cultures 
and magnificent places, all while spending 
money that directly benefits Indigenous 
peoples. Ready to explore? Here are three 
areas in the United States and Canada 
where you can support Indigenous-led 
tourism with your travel dollars. 

Arizona: Red Rock Canyons, 
Ancestral Puebloan Villages, and 
Artistic Traditions 

The Discover Navajo tourism program 
is a starting point for encounters with the 
Navajo Nation in Arizona. Highlights 
include the Navajo Nation Museum in 
Window Rock, the Explore Navajo 
Interactive Cultural Museum, and Tuva 
city’s Navajo Code Talkers Museum. 

But Navajo tourism opportunities 
abound in the state. Navajo-led Jeep tours 
at Canyon de Chelly National Monument 
are the only way to enter the monument’s 
valley for a closer look at Ancestral 
Puebloan villages in alcoves under the 
canyon rim. At Monument Valley National 
Tribal Park, Navajo-led Jeep and horse 
tours explore petroglyphs and rock 
formations. And in both Canyon de 
Chelly and Monument Valley, 
Navajo-owned accommodation options 
include the chance to spend a night in a 
traditional eight-sided hogan. 

In addition to the Navajo, Arizona is 
also home to 21 other sovereign Native 
American communities, whose lands 
make up more than a quarter of the state. 
The Hopi Tribe—renowned for their 
pottery, weaving, basketry, and katsina 
dolls—offers guided walking tours of 
Walpi Village atop First Mesa, which has 
been continuously occupied for 1,100 
years. At Second Mesa is the Hopi 
Cultural Center’s hotel, restaurant, and 
gallery with artists in residence. 

The Zuni Nation offer tours of Zuni 
Pueblo that focus on the nation’s intricate 
silver inlay and stone carving. At Grand 
Canyon West, proceeds from the 
überpopular, Hualapai-run Skywalk 
support the tribe. Deepen your experience 
by rafting with the Hualapai River 
Runners or staying at one of the 
Hualapai-run lodging options. 

And don’t skip the trading posts. While 
these popular destinations are sometimes 
derided as tourist traps, many actually 
serve as community hubs and are among 
the best places to purchase authentic 
jewelry, textiles, and other crafts. 
Established in 1876, Hubbell Trading Post 
is a National Historic Monument. The 
Tuba City Trading Post, in operation since 
1870, remains an active center of trade for 
local artisans.

South Dakota: History, Monuments, 
and Environmental Stewardship 

It’s never been easier to support South 
Dakota’s nine federally recognized tribes, 
since the South Dakota Native Tourism 
Alliance (SDNTA) launched in 2019 to 
ensure they benefit from the $2.75 million 
spent by the state’s visitors each year. 

“Each tribe is unique not only in their 
landscape and cultural identity, but in 
regard to what they’re comfortable sharing 
and the boundaries they want to set 
around sacred places,” said Dew Bad 
Warrior, one of the SNDTA founders. “We 
want to share our stories in ways that are 
authentic to us.” 

Visitors might have some learning to 
do. The SDNTA developed a visitor code 
of conduct with the dos and don’ts of 
visiting Native communities here. “It’s 
really helpful for everyone, so that tribal 
communities can feel comfortable opening 
to visitors and visitors don’t feel anxious 
not knowing what will give offense,” said 
Bad Warrior. 

Opening this summer is Oglala Lakota 
Living History Village in Pine Ridge, 
where visitors can enter tipis, listen to 
storytellers, and learn about the tribe’s 
legendary warriors and horsemanship. 
Also at Pine Ridge, a Wounded Knee 
Massacre Memorial makes vivid the brutal 
killing of more than 250 Lakota at the 
hands of US cavalry. Learn more about the 
massacre at Actá Lakota Museum and 
Cultural Center on the campus of the St. 
Joseph’s Indian School. 

For a full appreciation of contemporary 
Native American culture, there’s nothing 
like the three-day Black Hills Pow Wow, 
held every October, said Bad Warrior, who 
is the event’s vice president. “We have 
dancers, drummers, and singers in the 
most beautiful regalia from all over the 
country and Canada, as well as talented 
artists and vendors. We pride ourselves on 
bringing everyone together and building 
bridges between all cultures. 

 
British Columbia: Islands, Crafts, 

Wilderness, and Wildlife 
British Columbia’s 198 First Nations are 

leaders in the recent growth of 
Indigenous-led tourism in Canada. They 
have opened hotels, launched tour 
companies, and developed programs 
ranging from fishing and kayaking 
expeditions to cultural workshops and 

multiday immersions. 
“Many people think that Indigenous 

culture is about preserving the past, but 
there is an amazing cultural renaissance 
going on that is very vibrant and 
contemporary,” said Keith Henry, 
president and CEO of the Indigenous 
Tourism Association of Canada. 
“Indigenous tourism is playing an 
important part in building up that cultural 
strength and allowing us to show our 
pride.” 

In BC’s remote archipelago Haida 
Gwaii, the Haida Nation’s Haida House 
and Ocean House offer boat trips to 
ancient village sites, hikes through ancient 
cedar forests, and tours of remote beaches. 
The Haida concept of Yah’guudang, which 
means respect for this place and all living 
things, is so important that visitors sign a 
Yah’guudang pledge upon arrival. A new 
collaborative initiative, Go Haida Gwaii, 
centralizes information about 
Haida-owned fishing charters, kayaking 
adventures, museums, galleries, and 
visitor centers. 

At Port Hardy on northern Vancouver 
Island, the Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw 
Nations welcome visitors to the Kwa’lilas 
Hotel, and K’awat’si Tours leads 
expeditions to see grizzlies in the wild. 
First Nations–owned Coastal Rainforest 
Safaris also leads whale-watching boat 
trips and wilderness adventures informed 
by Kwakwaka’wakw traditions in the 
Great Bear Rainforest. At Nemiah Valley 
Lodge on the Cariboo Chilcotin Coast, the 
Xeni Gwet’in community invites visitors to 
kayak on Vedan Lake, enjoy traditional 
meals, listen to Tsilhqot’in legends around 
a fire circle, and see wild horses running 
free at Elegesi Qayus Wild Horse Preserve.   

The SDNTA’s Bad Warrior said all this 
growth comes at a time when state and 
national surveys show rising interest in 
learning about Indigenous cultures. 
Travelers are curious. Now there are 
Native American-led initiatives to meet the 
demand. “In the past, the lack of 
information and well-developed tourism 
experiences meant people didn’t really 
know how to explore this interest,” she 
said. “But that’s changing fast.”

3 Places Where Your Tourism 
Dollars Support Indigenous People

Gwendolyn Parada 
Chairwoman

LA POSTA BAND OF 
MISSION INDIANS

8 Crestwood Rd., Box #1 
Boulevard, CA 91905

619.478.2113 
Cell: 619.301.4794 
Fax:  619.478.2125 

lp13boots@aol.com



~ On the Town with Camille ~
by Camille Appling

Library and Parks For All 
This July 9, 2022 the Library & Parks 

for All met at North Clairemont 
Recreation Center at 4421 Bannock Ave 
in Clairemont, 
California with 
a festive and 
informative 
meeting to 
discuss the 
future of the 
Libraries and 
surrounding 
Parks in San 
Diego. Patrick 
Stewart CEO 
of the Library Foundation addressed the 
upcoming election to increase the library 
and park budget to include renovations 
and improvements. The financial goal is 
to raise $45 million a year by a tax of 2 
cents on every square foot of residential 
and commercial properties. Several 
community members engaged in 
support for the improvements. 
Including Natalie Ganz, a Chief 
Executive of Library and Parks, Elder 
Steve Schmal that works in Membership 
Advocacy with Pt Loma Friends, Michel 
Anderson the Chair of San Diego Parks 
and City Council Member Sean-Elo 
Rivera.  The goal is to reach over 
100,000 signatures in 180 days to 
support park restoration, free wifi at the 
county libraries, beautiful trees and 
flowers and support for programs like 
Parks After Dark Movies. If you are 
interested in the Library and Parks 
Improvement Act please contact 
librariesandparksforall.com. 

Barrio Logans Cesar 
Chavez Campus 

July 30, 2022 Welcomed San Diego 
College of Continuing Education 
Opening of the Cesar Chavez Campus in 
Barrio Logan. 

Community Activist Cesar Chavez 
believed strongly in the transition from 
working in the Farm to Educating 

ourselves at College Campuses for our 
people to THRIVE in areas like Business 
and Education.  The Campus opening 
signifies the arrival of opportunity that 
will encourage Education and Self 
Sufficiency to improve livelihood for 
families including Elderly and Children. 

The Open House included Tours, 
Drawings, Food, Music and Information 
about the Classes Available at the New 
Campus. The building is three stories 
high and is immaculately presented, 
filled with rooms for Instruction, 
Computer Labs,and Entertainment. 
Organizations like Logan Heights Family 
Health Centers of  San Diego founded 
by Community Activists Laura 
Rodriguez attended with strong support 
for the Campus and the students 
Well-Being. Latin Reggae Stars Bside 
Players serenaded the attendees  on the 
rooftop of the building with Latin 
Reggae Classics to Celebrate the opening 
of the Great Cesar Chavez Educational 
Legacy.  

 
Please visit the website for more information information. 
https://www.fhcsd.org/logan-heights-family-health-center/ 
https://sdcce.edu/organization/campuses/cesar-chavez 

 

La Jolla International 
Fashion and Film Festival 

 
Fay Ave in La Jolla sparkled with 

elaborate clothing and hats from all over 
the World on July 30, 2022.  Beauty 
Queens and Models covered the 
walkway in classic and modern jewel 

encrusted 
gowns and 
beautiful big 
hair and hats. 
The scene was 
reminiscent of 
Cannes of 
France and the 
Grammys of 
Los Angeles. 
Philip Harris 
appeared as 
one of the 
most venerable 
models as a 
representative 
of the National 
Association of 

Veterans. Beauty Queen Mrs Mexico, 
Virgillia Veronica, elevated the party 
with style and grace while Mrs World 
Class Ms USA 2021 Kaanchan S Farkiya 
was classically stylized with timeless 
beauty.  

Look for LA Jolla International 
Fashion and Film Festival 2023.

Bobby Wallace announces Run With the 
Sun Music Festival

Founded in San Diego in 1980, 
Voices for Children is a private, 
nonprofit organization that recruits, 
trains, and supports Court Appointed 
Special Advocate (CASA) volunteers who 
speak up for the needs and well-being of 
children in foster care. In 2015, Voices 
for Children expanded to serve children 
in Riverside County foster care. As the 
only agency designated by the courts to 
provide CASA volunteers in San Diego 
and Riverside Counties, Voices for 
Children’s CASAs play a crucial role in 
helping judges make the most informed 
decisions for children’s futures. 

 
Our Mission 

We transform the lives of abused, 
abandoned, or neglected children by 
providing them with trained, volunteer 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASAs).

Directed and produced by Deborah Anderson  
A matriarchal society upended by centuries of 

genocide and colonialism has disenfranchised the 
Lakota women and simultaneously reinforced 
their roles as the backbones of their communities 
and the keepers of their people’s ancient wisdom. 
These are the powerfully rich stories of the brave 
women and children living in one of the poorest 
counties in the United States. 

 
Official movie trailer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6zd0IazyG4

WOMEN OF THE WHITE BUFFALO 
– A Feature Documentary Film

“The Lincoln Hornets Alumni 
Association” is presenting a forum for a 
much-needed discussion on men’s health. 
The forum will take place on September 
24th, 2022 from 9:30am to 1:15 PM at 
Bayview Church San Diego 6134 Pastor 
Timothy J. Winters St. This event is free 
and open to the public. 

Medical, financial, fitness and 
nutritional professionals from our 
community will speak on topics specific to 
men’s health, including but not limited to 

heart & prostate health, diabetes 
management, blood screening, fitness, 
nutrition and mental health. This forum 
will also include the opportunity for both 
men and their partners to attend separate 
breakout sessions for more personal and 
private discussions with medical 
professionals. 

We look forward to vibrant and 
informative presentations and discussions 
on health care with the men and their 
partners from our Southeast San Diego 
community and beyond.

WE NEED TO TALK! Are You Making Your Health A Priority?

www.joinybnb.com



Gem Show Gems
by April Nurse 

In todays world, It’s easy to get 
discouraged, it’s easy to lose hope.  I’ve 
found that focusing my lens on a smaller 
scale can be most helpful in breaking the 
cycle of cynicism. A change in perspective 
can truly change everything. Stepping 
outside the box, outside our regularly 
scheduled routine, goes a long way 
toward setting things right again. We can’t 
change the world on our own but we can 
certainly create some change within 
ourselves. I had the pleasure of attending 
and vending at the Vista Gem and Mineral 
show at Helia Brewing in July. It was two 
days of jewels, gems, brews and good 
food. As much as I knew there were more 
important things going on in my life, in 
the world, I knew I had to make time. 

I’m so glad I did! I ran into vendors I 
haven’t seen in ages. My face hurt from 
laughing, my heart hurt- it was so full. I 
exchanged rocks, I exchanged numbers, 
met new people, and learned so much. 
The rock hound community we’ve 
cultivated is so welcoming and wonderful. 
It was exactly the medicine I needed. Even 
the brewery staff was excited, engaged and 
so much fun to work with. From every 
corner of the room we heard “ why 
haven’t we done this sooner?”  A well 
tended routine keeps us going sometimes, 
but it can also keep us from new 
opportunities.  

In the fast paced rat race I had 
forgotten to schedule some time for fun. I 
had forgotten how much fun it was 
sharing my passions, my stories and my 
creations.  Amid an ongoing pandemic so 
many people are choosing to stay close to 
home (myself included.) But as human 
beings we do need some socializing and 
this was a great use of that social time.  
Most seasoned rock hounds have 
giveaways for kids and I always thought it 

was to keep parents coming back. But the 
truth is, the joy on those children’s faces 
when they get the free shiny object will 
absolutely melt the coldest heart. I happily 
offer free rocks to kids (and to adults in 
need) for the most selfish reasons. It 
makes me feel good to see them so happy. 
Instant seratonin boost!  

I met so many wonderful people who 
were learning about minerals, interested in 
learning or wanting to teach. I spent more 
time talking about the importance of 
passing on the important work of mineral 
adaptation and what it can mean for those 
who dare to try it. At the very least it’s a 
skill and a trade. If you’re open, it’s a 
confidence builder, an inner child 
developer, a grounding earth connector 
and so much more. I’m proud to teach 
this art and so much more proud to help 
people find their way forward.   

I had the pleasure of meeting a lovely 
lady who was grieving the loss of her 
home. With rose quartz in hand, she cried 
with me and spoke of the heartbreak. I 
was glad I could stand with her and hold 
space for her grief. Such a profound 
reminder that everybody we meet is going 
through something. We’re all fighting a 
battle and sometimes the gifts of attention 
and silence are all that’s needed to make 
somebody’s day better. I was reminded 
that it’s people that make this life so 
memorable. What a gift to watch people 
walk away from my table better than 
when they arrived.  What a gift to dabble 
in a trade that instantly creates common 
ground.  

If you’d like more information on 
upcoming shows please visit 
Vistarocks.org or email Vista Gem & 
Mineral society at info@vistarocks.org . If 
you are waiting on a mystery box, they 
should be available soon!

NEWS from the North
by Linda Kallas 

 
Hello again from North County.  This 

month’s article will feature the 
Oceanside Public Library and all the 
community-oriented programs they 
sponsor.  There are three library sites in 
Oceanside, the Civic Center branch in 
downtown Oceanside, the Literacy 
Center, also downtown, and the Mission 
Branch Library which is in the San Luis 
Rey Valley.  The Friends of the Library 
sponsor programs for the library and has 
a used bookstore.  There is also the 
Library Foundation that supports the 
library in various ways. 

Throughout the pandemic, the library 
was diligent in its efforts to bring books 
and art activities into the homes of the 
citizens of Oceanside.  They held online 
zoom programs along with story times 
for children as well as home delivery of 
books.  Since services have resumed in 
person, the library has continued to offer 
new and innovative programming for 
the community.  In February, in honor of 
Black History month and in 
collaboration with the North County 
African American Women’s Association, 
they hosted performances, films, and 
book discussions centering on the book, 
“A Choice of Weapons” by Gordon 
Parks, all free to the public. 

Jennelise Hafen, librarian at the 
Mission Branch spearheaded the effort to 
create a program for senior citizens 

called “Art for Older Adults.”  This 
program is taught at the El Corazon 
Senior Center by collaborating artists.  
Scheduled every other month for three 
consecutive Tuesdays, the workshops 
have offered an Underground Railroad 
hand painted quilt, a mural project, 
basket weaving, and a drawing/collage 
class.  Upcoming workshops include 
abstract painting and Swedish sewing.  
In addition to focusing on seniors, the 
library offers a library club twice a 
month for developmentally disabled 
adults and the literacy center offers a 
Read and Draw program for them as 
well twice a month.  The literacy center, 
run by Chelsea Gnack, also offers special 
camps for families, the latest of which 
was a summer camp focusing on 
butterflies. The center provides tutoring 
and ESL classes as well.  Please check 
the library website for more information. 

The arts continue to help our 
community heal from the isolation of the 
pandemic. The library has provided 
many opportunities for people to 
reconnect through the arts.  The North 
County San Luis Rey Valley is rich in the 
arts and is full of talented artists from all 
walks of life. The diversity of citizen in 
Oceanside provides exceptional 
experiences which is helping all of us 
return to engaging in events.  The arts 
contribute to a sense of belonging and 
different ways to learn to express 
ourselves within our community. 

Ethnic Media 
Networks with 
Indian Voices
Sandy Close, Ethnic Media and Camille 
Appling, Indian Voices outreach come 
together after meeting in Los Angeles.



by Raegan Olvera 
 
When I was a child 

I’d watch the hill with 
anticipation and 
wide-eyed wonder. I 
watched for the first 
sign of the Indians that 
would slowly descend 
the mountain so proud 
and magestically.  

I would anxiously 
wait to see them up 
close but I never could 
figure out where they 
went. I would search 
for them looking all 
around. I knew they 
were  somewhere in 
our fiesta at San Luis 
Rey Mission.  

As I got older things 
changed.  I was unaware of 
responsibility and my families dynamics 
in growing up etc.  

It all became only a memory. 
It’s a shame to have to be recognized 

by the federal government as a tribe. It 
seems we have all missed out on our 
basic necessities and opportunities our 
traditions and tribal unity. It’s been 
exhausting and sad watching elder after 
elder pass on to the Spirit world without 
first seeing our federal recognition. It’s 
been very heartbreaking... 

So I dance in the Sacred Circle. I 
dance because I can. I dance in a good 
way I don’t mix the world’s. I abstain 
from alcohol and mind altering 
substances and walk in a good way of 

wellness and purity, the Native Way.  
I Dance for my 

Creator God. For my 
ancestors. For those 
who can’t dance. For 
all living things, for 
the hurting people the 
addict and alcoholic. I 
dance for all that is 
good.  

I was distracted in 
life. I got into alcohol 
and drugs, the ways of 
the world’s culture of 
self will and pleasure. I 
lost my derection in 
life... 

At a Powwow in 
San Diego, many years 
ago, I seen the Indians 
in grand entry and was 
taken back to my 

youth.  
I remember and will never forget the 

drum calling me strong. I was sober and 
ready. As plain as day, at that instant, I 
knew I’d become a dancer.  

I would join in the line and dance for 
the people for my tribe.  

I finally found those Indians from 
long ago when I was a child. I follow 
them now wherever they go and till this 
day I don’t lose sight of them. We’re the 
people.  

I dance in the Sacred Circle strong. 
I dance for my Mom. 
Blessed into the arena with the right 

to dance in this way by Uncle Chuck 
Cadotte. Lakota of Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation.

Payomkawichum... 
Meaning, People of the West...  
San Luis Rey Band of Luiseño Indians.

Pete Allman, film producer of “Brando Unauthorized” “Vatos Locos,” “Killer 
Priest,” has finished principle photography on “Donald’s World, the new comedy 
about President Donald Trump. 

It also stars Eric Roberts, Tom Hallick, Dan Lauria and others. 
soon to be released. 
To view trailer go to Donald’s world.com

Friends, 
I want to share about my latest 

initiative, the Mexico Freedom 
Communities Map! 

When I was traveling across Mexico 
for the Mexico Activation Tour I was 
able to connect with many, many 
activists and freedom lovers. Some of 
these folks are in the process of 
establishing intentional communities and 
ecovillages. Some of them already have 
and are looking for members and 
investors. 

I decided I was going to gather all 
this info and put together a living, 
digital map of “Freedom Communities” 
in Mexico. Broadly speaking, this means 
communities that don’t care about your 
mask or shot status. Communities that 

are aiming to build a better world and, 
in many cases, live outside the system. 

The communities vary greatly in 
location, style, cost, and long term goals, 
but I believe they will be a great starting 
point for the many people considering 
Mexico as their home. 

If you want access to the map, sign 
up at: 
https://theconsciousresistance.com/mxmap 

P.S. - This map is a perfect addition to 
the free Mexit Webinar hosted by myself 
and Miriam Gomez.  

Until Next Time, Remember - 
You Are Powerful. You Are Beautiful. 

You Are Free. 
 
Derrick Broze, Founder, Editor 
The Conscious Resistance Network

Introducing The Mexico Freedom 
Communities Map

No Spiritual Surrender 
-- Wiconi

The GOP is threatening to turn Ben 
Franklin’s public libraries into 
corporate profit centers. It’s time for 
Americans to truly take our country 
back. 

 
It happened fifty-six years before Ben 

Franklin walked out of Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia and told Elizabeth 
Willing Powel, the wife of Philadelphia’s 
mayor and one of the most influential 
women in the nation, that they had just 
created “a republic, if you can keep it.”   

On July 1, 1731, Franklin and his 
twelve Junto Club associates 
incorporated the nation’s first public 
library.  At the time, most books were 
imported and extraordinarily expensive, 
but Franklin and his associates believed 
the effort would pay off for the nation. 

“[T]hese Libraries have improved the 
general Conversation of Americans,” he 
wrote in his autobiography, “made the 
common Tradesmen and Farmers as 

intelligent as most Gentlemen from other 
Countries, and perhaps have contributed 
in some Degree to the Stand so generally 
made throughout the Colonies in 
Defence of their Priviledges.” 

Public libraries caught on and spread 
across the nation; literacy and thoughtful 
political debate followed them.  

And now neoliberal parasites are 
trying to turn these public goods into 
profit centers for Wall Street through 
privatization. 

Librarian and author Caleb Nichols is 
writing over at Truthout.org about “a 
for-profit, private company that has been 
quietly infiltrating public libraries since 
1997…” 

This is the latest alarming part of a 
larger trend.  By 2006, the Economic 
Policy Institute noted, “43% of all 
employees who do the government’s 
work are actually employed by private 
businesses.”  Today that number is 

Neoliberalism Spares No Part of Our 
Commons, Not Even Public Libraries

SEE Neoliberalism, page 14



by Sondra Cosgrove 

Native American voters have been 
flexing their electoral power over the last 
three election cycles.  In fact, many 
national commentators cited votes from 
the Navajo Nation as decisive in Joe 
Biden winning Arizona.  Candidates in 
2022, consequently, risk losing key 
demographics in November if they lack 
positions on issues central to indigenous 
voters. 

In Nevada, in addition to candidates 
on the ballot, at least one ballot question 
usually appears in each general election. 
The 2022 general election is no 
exception and so includes three 
initiatives for voters to decide.  Ballot 
question supporters, therefore, must also 
integrate outreach to Native American 
communities into their campaigns. 

Ballot Question 1 will add an equal 
rights amendment to the state 
constitution.  Unlike the federal Equal 
Rights Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, which only recognizes sex 
as a criterion for equal treatment, Ballot 
Question 1 is much more inclusive. 

Equality  of  rights  under  the  law  
shall  not  be denied  or  abridged  by  
this  State  or  any  of  its  political 
subdivisions  on  account  of  race,  
color,  creed,  sex,  sexual orientation,  
gender  identity  or  expression,  age,  
disability, ancestry or national origin. 

Native voices are vital in the debate 
on this ballot question.  Discussions 
around passage must include how tribal 
sovereignty will be recognized as a legal 
identifier.  Treating everyone the same 
does not produce equality, so, dialogue 
to protect current legal rights will be 
very important. 

Ballot Question 2 removes language 
from Nevada’s constitution that allows 
employers to pay a lower minimum 
wage if health insurance is in their 
employee compensation package and it 
adds language to the constitution that 
will increase Nevada’s minimum wage to 

$12 per hour by 2024.   
Once a $12 minimum wage is 

achieved in 2024, it may not drop lower 
unless the state constitution is amended 
to remove this language. 

Ballot Question 2 supporters must 
include the lived experiences of 
indigenous workers in their messaging 
for passage.   Native Americans attend 
college and engage in advanced job 
training in high numbers, so, jobs that 
bridge the gap between one life stage to 
another are vitally important.  

Ballot Question 3 is also a 
constitutional amendment that replaces 
the closed primary system for 
top-of-the-ticket races with open 
primaries that put all candidates on one 
ballot.  The top 5 vote-getters advance in 
those races to the general election where 
voters can rank up to 5 candidates by 
preference in each top-of-the-ticket 
general election race. 

Nevada law currently requires voters 
to join one of the major political parties 
to decide who will advance to the 
general election in important races.  This 
is despite the fact one-third of Nevada 
voters are registered as nonpartisans and 
so are blocked from participating in the 
closed races. 

Advancing five candidates to move 

more nominees through to the general 
election creates opportunities that allow 
voters to rank their candidates to ensure 
that only the person with majority 
support wins. 

Ballot Question 3 supporters must 
engage indigenous voters on whether 
this new process supports and advances 
indigenous candidates and elevates 
candidates with cultural competency.   

Consensus-building is integral to 
indigenous political processes so ballot 
question supporters must also engage 
with indigenous voters over whether 
ranked-choice voting will introduce that 
same level of consensus building into the 
current dominant-culture political 
system. 

It is possible more candidates 
participating and rewarding candidates 
who engage with a wider range of voters 
could interject indigenous wisdom into a 
degrading dominant system.  But to 
determine this, Ballot Question 3 
sponsors must answer questions from 
the indigenous community. 

The time before the November 
election is growing short, however, so 
now is the time for the three ballot 
question supporters to act and engage 
with our increasingly electorally 
influential indigenous neighbors. 

Native News Online reported that 
The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) announced 
$221 million in funding for affordable 
housing and community development 
projects that primarily benefit 
low-to-moderate income individuals in 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
communities. 

“With this funding, Tribes can 
support affordable housing and increase 
economic opportunity for their 

members, especially those with low 
incomes,” said Secretary Marcia L. 
Fudge 

The deadline for submitting 
applications to the IHBG Competitive 
Grant Program is November 17, 2022. 
The deadline for submitting applications 
to the ICDBG Grant Program is October 
24, 2022. Applicants must complete 
and submit their application on 
www.Grants.gov.

Indigenous Voices in the 2022 Elections

HUD Funds Affordable Housing In Indian Country

NEWS from Las Vegas/Nevada
Kena Adams, Coordinator Las Vegas/Nevada

almost certainly well over 50%. 
This privatization binge started in 

America during the Reagan 
administration, when Republicans 
embraced neoliberalism instead of 
classical economics and committed to 
turning all government functions over to 
their wealthy private-sector donors. 

Ridiculing and slandering those who 
devote their lives to the service of their 
country, Reagan cynically proclaimed, 
“The best minds are not in government. 
If any were, business would steal them 
away.”  

But privatization is one of the biggest 
cons ever perpetrated on the American 
people, run not by “the best minds” but 

by the greediest.   
Their sales pitch is that if government 

will use its extraordinary and singular 
power to tax people, and then hand that 
money over to private corporations, 
those corporations will serve the public 
better and cheaper than the government 
could do.  

The main way companies that prey 
on tax dollars do this is by paying their 
workers crap wages after they’ve voided 
union contracts, slashed benefits, and 
ended pensions.  

The result is devastating to 
communities, while the services — 
something we see vividly with all the 
scandals around privatized prisons, 
power companies and schools — are 
substandard and no longer accountable 
to public scrutiny.

Neoliberalism 
Continued from page 13

REMEMBER TO VOTE!!!

In Memory of 
Nellie Ruiz

July 2, 1929 - March 27, 2022 
Our Dear Nellie 

You will always be remembered For advertising opportunities contact: BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS 
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We fight for democracy for those who 
no longer have a voice. We fight for 
democracy to protect the rights of our 
children and most of all we fight for the 
inalienable rights to exist without the 
injustices of prejudices, hatred, and harm. 
Democracy in America can only exist 
when it’s inclusive to all of its citizens. 

Anonymous  

Well, as it becomes clearer that in the 
four hundredth and first year since our 
official arrival to America, that for African 
Americans a democracy has not only been 
a theory, but a fantasy, and so we dream. 
We argue and continue to work for this 
form of government to work on our 
behalf. It has been four hundred and one 
years. Will we tire or is democracy tired? I 
cannot really say without context. Or, to 
be more frank, I cannot say why from a 
democratic point of reference. My 
prediction is that within the next five years 
millennials and generation “Z”-ers will 
become mainly Republican. It will be 
about time. As part of (racial) reparative 
measures, a neutral party for forty-six 
million Blacks should be formed and paid 
for. That’s my take. 

Cheryl Morrow , CEO of California 
Curl Beauty and editor of San Diego 
Monitor News 

Democracy is but a fleeting promise in 
America! The continued fight for which 
people advocate for their own interest is 
generational. Freedom is having choice 
and democracy is a mechanism, if done 
without corruption, that provides freedom 
of choice to the people. Otherwise 
democracy’s proper purpose is denied. 
Freedom, choices and democracy come 
with great sacrifices because we are forced 
to fight every system to keep them. We are 
all accountable to each other and therefore 
should not stand for people being shut 
out of a democratic nation! 

Tasha Williamson, Community Justice 
Advocate 

 
The reason we fight for democracy is 

because we owe it to those who worked 
so hard for us to participate in earlier 

generations. Those singing in the fields, 
singing in the churches, and singing in 
protest gatherings knew the value of full 
participation in democracy and sacrificed 
for it.  We owe it to them to continue the 
fight.  Whether we are on traditional 
Kumeyaay Lands, on a FOB (Forward 
Operating Base) in Afghanistan, or a city 
street let us do our part in hope of the day 
when the struggle to affirm our full 
identity is no longer a source of 
controversy. 

Nathan Byrd, Pastor, Christ United 
Presbyterian Church  

 
Democracy - the ideal concept that we 

all as a people have a say in how our 
society is run.  Democracy is a 
governmental system that is a servant to 
the people. We all have a right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We 
have a right to assemble. We have a right 
to free speech. We have a right to keep 
striving for equality. Democracy is an ideal 
not yet come to fruition fully in our 
everyday reality. Which means that today, 
more than ever, we keep fighting to save 
the intentions set forth by our 
Constitution. Democracy does not die in 
the dark. Democracy dies in the full light 
of day. Every step we take on these First 
Nation confiscated lands and every 
injustice meted out to the American 
African - brought in chains by force - is a 
searing reminder of work that still needs 
to be done to bring true Democracy into 
the light of day. 

Suzanne Forbes-Vierling PhD. 
 
The so-called United States was 

founded in genocide, built by enslaved 
people, and drenched in blood. The 
nascent democracy was not meant for 
everyone - this we know. But in the 
beginning there was a promise - a promise 
as yet unfulfilled. In the beginning, and 
throughout history, those denied the 
promise nevertheless could imagine its 
fulfillment in a more just, a more perfect, 
union. This promise is at the heart and 
soul of our democracy. Our imperfect 
democracy is worth fighting for because in 
so doing we are fighting for the soul of 
this nation. While there have always been 
those who would thwart that promise, 
there have always been those who have 

fought for it - who have struggled and 
died for this promise. We are called to be 
faithful to their memories, faithful to the 
struggle and faithful to our deepest moral 
values - uplifting the worth and dignity of 
all  people and justice, equity, and 
compassion. In fighting for our 
democracy, we call for an end to systemic 
racism; poverty; the war economy and the 
militarization of our communities and 
borders; ecological devastation and the 
distorted moral narrative of religious 
nationalism. In fighting for our democracy 
we are fulfilling the promise. 

Rev Dr Beth Johnson, Minister, 
Palomar Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, Co-Chair of the California 
Poor People’s Campaign 

 
With the size and diversity of the 

United States the use of a representative 
democracy allows for those diverse voices 
to share their collective thoughts on the 
future direction of this country. The 
challenge is ensuring that all voices have 
equal access to their government and its 
leadership. In 2008 world leaders 
marveled that then candidate Barack 
Obama was meeting with average citizens 
in their communities asking for their vote.  
They could not comprehend that someone 
seeking such power and influence would 
put themselves in a position to beg 
average citizens for that power. Today, 
representative democracy appears fragile 
and suspect to a watching world. But the 
truth is Americans have been asking their 
leaders to end the influence of money in 
campaigns, allow voting to be easier and 
to support the interest of Main Street or 
Calle Main. There is no need to “take 
down the temple” of representative 
democracy, what is needed is reform and 
the addition of more diverse voices and 
cultures exercising their right to vote while 
gaining opportunity to wealth for 
themselves and their families! 

Ricardo Flores, Executive Director, 
LISC San Diego 

 
Democracy is a system of government 

where the people have the supreme power 
to freely elect leaders to represent them 
and remove those elected leaders by 
voting in a peaceful manner. One person, 
one vote.  A democracy gives every citizen 

the power to choose who they want to run 
the government and to effectuate a change 
in leadership when those elected officials 
fail to govern in a manner that is in the 
people’s best interest. America is a 
democracy. In America the government is 
run by the people who decide who will 
represent them. That means that everyone 
in this country has the opportunity to vote 
for someone who will govern them as 
opposed to having a person selected 
without any input from the people. We 
should fight for democracy in order to 
preserve our right to vote for our elected 
officials and on issues that may have a 
profound impact on our ability to enjoy 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Randy K. Jones, Law Partner 
 
People ask why we should fight for 

democracy. To me the answer is very 
simple. We must retain and improve on 
the gains that we made since the end of 
the Civil War. Fighting for democracy 
means rolling back voter suppression laws 
that have been enacted; e.g., voter ID 
laws, limitations on early voting and 
voting by mail. A healthy democracy 
means that the citizens have a clear say in 
the decisions their governments make. 
Governments at all levels make decisions 
that directly affect us. We must assure that 
our elected decision-makers act in our 
best interests. The only way we can do 
that is to participate in elections to make 
our voices heard. We also fight for 
democracy to honor the sacrifices of those 
who came before us like John Lewis, 
Medgar Evers, and countless others. I am 
old enough to remember the scenes of 
Bloody Sunday on the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. The clearest and most visible 
expression of democracy is voting. 
Remember, there are those who would 
limit or take away your right to vote. 
Voting assures that you have a place at the 
decision-making table. In the words of a 
late politician, “if you’re not at the table, 
you are on the menu.” 

Brian Bonner, First Vice President, 
NAACP San Diego Branch 

 
Compiled and edited by Clovis Honore 
“Indian Voices” Social Justice Editor 
Editors note:  “Indian Voices” researched archives 
from 2020 for these statements. The community  
is  holding firm.

Democracy 
Continued from page 7

In the lands of forgotten memories, 
I hear a woman singing. 

A dog runs in circles, barking. 
Then children laugh as they run through, 

The sashes of one girl’s dress are dragging 
On the ground from playing horse. 

 
In this story is a woman with a husband she adores. 

He is the color of warm brown earth, tall, 
With kind eyes that shine with love for her. 

When he loves, it is with every part of his body, 
From his planted feet to his head good with numbers. 

 
When she first lay down with him, their love made roots 

That dove into the ground, caressed the stones. 

These roots find water where water is needed. 
 

Those nights of early love, he spoke to her when she was 
sleeping. 

His words were the vision of an architect of dreams. 
He told her how he would treasure her, how they would walk 

Through this life to the next with each other, no matter 
The tests and disappointments that befall a human 

On this earthly road. 
 

Those words blossomed into flowers, waters, and sunrises. 
She wears each day as a river pearl in a necklace. Though the 

pearls 
Darken with age, they never let up their glow. 

 

Time is nothing in those lands. 
It has been years. 

They lay down together to sleep, in their grown old bones, 
Their weathered skins. 

She is a woman made of words. 
He is a man now impatient with words. 

They hold hands in the dark and fall asleep together. 
 

I find them, as sundown walks to the edge of the story 
To wait for sunrise. I find them in a song about a woman 

Weeping with joy, about a man whose love for her 
Does not need words but contains every color 

That love has ever worn. 
 

Joy Harjo has served three terms as the United States Poet Laureate. 
She is the author of the memoir “Poet Warrior.”

Sundown Walks to the Edge of the Story 
by Joy Harjo






