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North Carolina
Luiseño Tar Heels
Luiseño Tar Heels connect in San Diego to Share a Heart Song.

Kimberly Bianca Gray holds the winning trophy after the North Carolina Tar Heels defeated the
Penn State Womens Soccer team with a convincing 4-1 victory.

by Rose Davis

On December 2nd a soccer ball
enlivened the cultural connection and
roots of our native history. 

The North Carolina women’s soccer
program claimed its 22nd national cham-
pionship, with a convincing 4-1 victory
over sixth-ranked Penn State before a
crowd of 6,930 fans at Torero Stadium on
the campus of the University of San
Diego, Sunday afternoon in the 2012
NCAA Women’s College Cup champi-
onship match.When Hanna Gardner
steered the game winning ball into the
Penn State net, she not only electrified
and excited a legion of NCAA fans but she
also unwittingly ignited the embers of a
strong and growing community and cul-
tural movement within the San Diego

Native American community. 
As our community becomes educated

and saavy in the ways to survive and
thrive with the greater outside culture the
recognition and appreciation for our
indigenous connection becomes more
vital.

When Kimberly Bianca Gray a key
team member of the North Carolina Tar
Heels traveled to San Diego with her fami-
ly for the playoffs they brought with them
a championship spirit. The heart of this
spirit comes in part from the dedication,
compassion and love that has inspired her
grandmother Virginia Munoz Scott.

Virginia Munoz Scott shares with
Bianca a deep commitment to
humankind. Bianca plans to become a
pediticrian in order to care for special

Mayor Bob Filner with his family is sworn in at a grand celebration in Balboa Park at the Balboa
Park Club.

by Rose Davis

Swept into office by a diverse and
independent Democratic constituency
Bob Filner became the second
Democrat to become mayor in forty
years.

In Balboa Park at the Balboa Park
Club, private citizens, international
bureaucrats and political junkies partic-
ipated in a Peoples Celebration and
Inauguration for Bob Filner, the second
Democrat to become mayor in forty
years.

Sworn in at 10 a.m. Monday, Mayor
Filner humbly and graciously began a
new term.

Filner served ten terms in Congress
and was first elected in 1992. He served

Mayor Bob Filner
San Diego’s Thirty
Fifth Mayor - An
International
Celebration

as chairman of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee in 2007 and shep-
herded an overhaul of the GI Bill.

Filner’s victory was a disappointment
for those chasing established money and
resources . For those incurably devoted
to neighborhood and other citizen coali-
tions the victory was CPR for the soul of
the community.

Filner and his staff hit the ground
running. Within two hours of swearing
in he was at the Memorial school com-

plex in Southeast San Diego, speaking
with students and administrators,
reasserting his pledge to be supportive
of our public school system.

Since swearing in, his calendar has
been full with community meetings.

On Dec. 15th he was one of the main
speakers at a Community Homeowners
Resource Fair at the Town and Country
Resort in Hotel Circle. The day long

SEE Bob Filner page 13

SEE Tar Heels, page 2



needs children, while
her grandmother con-
tinues to devote her life
to caring for others.

Bianca’s parents had
much to do with the
molding of their soccer
champion daughter. Her
father, Maurice a
Black/Indian, North
Carolina Tar Heel with a
Blackfoot ancestry met
Bianca’s mother
Kathleen when he was a
Drill Instructor stationed
at Camp Pendleton.
Maurice and Kathleen a
cardiologist nurse provided the support
and structure necessary to insure a happy
disciplined, domestic environment neces-
sary for success. Uncle Christopher Scott a
tireless community supporter and activist
could not be prouder. 

The entire family comes together
around Virginia Munoz Scott a tribal
member from the Rincon Band of Luiseno
Indians. She was born October 17, 1936.
Her parents are Charles Henry Munoz and
Mrs. Lena Grace Calac Munoz, also a trib-
al member from Rincon. She is the grand-
child of Joseph Morrow Calac, a tribal
member from Rincon and the grandchild
of Clementine Rodriguez Calac from the

La Jolla reservation. Her
father Charles Henry
Munoz was from the Mio
tribe.

She explains,
“Throughout my life, I
worked in healthcare, as
well as worked with spe-
cial needs children for
many years. Most impor-
tantly I put my children
first, a mother of seven, a
grandmother of 31, and a
great grandmother of 39.
Today, I have been with
the same husband for
fifty years. I have been
through many challenges
with my children with
issues related to addic-
tion. Today, I can say that

all of my children are clean and sober. I
have lost one son, due to addiction. I
never gave up on any of my children or
grandchildren, I stand by my son who
lives with HIV, by following my native
ways and accepting his disease in my life,
I continue to believe that way. Today he
works in the native community, healthy
and spiritually feed by me on a daily
basis. I continue to work with the chal-
lenge of HEP-C with family members. I,
as a native women and mother refuse to
allow those worldly ways to destroy my
family. I have faith and hope in the cre-
ator.

I am very proud to be a client of

Southern Indian Health and
the support they give to help
me through these obstacles.”

It is with this strong
vision and backbone that we
move forward.

About Bianca
Kimberly Bianca Gray

was born December 19,
1992 in Havelock, N.C. She
is a biology major. Her hob-
bies include playing the
piano, art, music, reading
and her love of both soccer
and basketball. She serves as
a volunteer at Carteret
General Hospital.

Bianca Gray saw action in
13 games as a reserve for-
ward while playing 193
minutes and notched the
first goal of her career in a 2-
0 win over UNC Greensboro. She was
named to the 2012 ACC Academic Honor
Roll and graduated from the North
Carolina School of Science and
Mathematics in 2011. She spent her junior
and senior years there after spending her
first two years at West Carteret High
School in Morehead City, N.C. where she
played  four years of high school soccer
and basketball. Bianca played midfielder
and striker on the pitch and started for
four years. She was a point guard in
hoops, starting all four years of high
school and selected to play for North

Carolina in “Clash of the Carolinas” in
2011. In addition she was named All-State
in soccer in 2009 and 2011 and was four-
time All-Conference in basketball. She
holds N.C. School of Science and Math
record for points in a game with 37 and is
member of the National Society of High
School Scholars for 2010-11.

Bianca and the Tar Heels brought with
them some strong medicine to San Diego.
Not only did they conquered the soccer
gods but they brought a gift to the Native
community  in the form of an opportunity
to deeply examine and renew our connec-
tion, making champions of us all.
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Tar Heels
Continued from page 1

Bianca with her family before the big game at the Marriott
Hotel. Left to right cousin Patricia Korrea, mother Kathleen,
Bianca, father Maurice, uncle Christopher Scott.

Bianca and her Grandmother
Virginia Munoz Scott celebrate her
graduation.



*Tribal TANF is a program for Native American families residing in San Diego County and select areas of
Santa Barbara County. One member of the household must be able to provide proof of ancestry with a
Federally Recognized tribe or provide proof of descendancy from the California Judgment Rolls.
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Funding to Support Public Safety
Projects in Indian Country
Available

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
Department of Justice today announced
the opening of their comprehensive
grant solicitation period for funding to
support public safety, victim services
and crime prevention improvements for
American Indian and Alaska Native trib-
al governments.  The department’s Fiscal
Year (FY) 2013 Coordinated Tribal
Assistance Solicitation (CTAS) will be
posted at 9:00 p.m. EST today at
www.justice.gov/tribal/open-sol.html.

“Through the Coordinated Tribal
Assistance Solicitation we have made it
easier for tribes to tap much-needed fed-
eral funding for critical needs, such as
violence against women,” said Acting
Associate Attorney General Tony West.
“We have made excellent progress in
restoring a healthy government-to-gov-
ernment relationship with tribal nations,
but we are far from finished with our
work.”

CTAS is administered by the Justice
Department’s Office of Justice Programs
(OJP), the Office of Community
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and
the Office on Violence Against Women
(OVW). The funding can be used to
enhance law enforcement; bolster adult
and juvenile justice systems; prevent
and control juvenile delinquency; serve
sexual assault, domestic violence and
elder victims; and support other efforts
to combat crime.  To view the fact sheet
on the FY 2013 CTAS, visit www.jus-
tice.gov/tribal/ctas2013/ctas-
factsheet.pdf.

Applications for CTAS are submitted
through the Justice Department’s Grants
Management System (GMS) which
enables grantees to register and apply
for CTAS online.  Applicants should reg-
ister early, but no later than Tuesday,
March 5, 2013, in order to resolve diffi-

culties in advance of the application
deadline.

The FY 2013 CTAS reflects improve-
ments and refinements from earlier ver-
sions. Feedback was provided to the
department during tribal consultations
and listening sessions, from a specially
developed assessment tool about the
application experience and from written
comments from applicants and grantees.

For the FY2013 CTAS, a tribe or trib-
al consortium will submit a single appli-
cation and select from nine competitive
grant programs referred to as purpose
areas. This approach allows the depart-
ment’s grant-making components to
consider the totality of a Tribal nation’s
overall public safety needs. The deadline
for submitting applications in response
to this grant announcement is 9:00 p.m.
EST on Tuesday, March 19, 2013.

The nine purpose areas are:
• Public Safety and Community

Policing (COPS)
• Comprehensive Tribal Justice

Systems Strategic Planning (BJA)
• Justice Systems and Alcohol and

Substance Abuse (BJA)
• Corrections and Correctional

Alternatives (BJA)
• Violence Against Women Tribal

Governments Program (OVW)
• Children’s Justice Act Partnerships

for Indian Communities (OVC) 
• Comprehensive Tribal Victim

Assistance Program (OVC)
• Juvenile Justice (OJJDP)
• Tribal Youth Program (OJJDP) 
Tribes or tribal consortia may also be

eligible for non-tribal government-spe-
cific federal grant programs and are
encouraged to explore other funding
opportunities for which they may be eli-
gible. Additional funding information
may be found at www.grants.gov or the
websites of individual agencies.

Today’s announcement is part of the Justice
Department’s ongoing initiative to increase
engagement, coordination and action on
public safety in tribal communities.

Justice Department Announces
Availability of Funding to
Federally-Recognized Tribes
and Tribal Consortia

May the dawn come,
may the new begin. 
Give us good roads,

straight roads without obstacles.  
May there be peace

and happiness.  
Give us good life and

useful existence.
Awaken - the dawn is here!
~Excerpts from Mayan Prayer for 2012

“I notice that my kids now
gravitate towards the fruit first
before chips or any other
unhealthy items. Now they
want watermelon, they want
kiwis — something I thought
my kids would never like. It
helps them learn and I find
that they have more energy as
far as paying more attention in
class. They’re less sick — both
of my daughters had perfect
attendance — it does help.”

Delia Barron, mother of two ele-
mentary school children in Bakersfield,
is one of millions of parents in
California whose children are now eat-
ing healthier meals in school thanks to
a federal program — Healthy Hunger-
Free Kids — to raise
nutritional standards for
school food. Nutrition
service directors like
Riverside Unified School
District’s Rodney Taylor
agree with Delia that
serving more fruits and
vegetables, whole grains and low fat or
no fat milk on a daily basis can
“absolutely modify” children’s eating
behaviors which in turn improves their
learning abilities.

Over 90 percent of California’s par-
ents surveyed support raising school
nutritional standards, according to a
new survey released by The California
Endowment. Is your child participat-
ing in the Healthy School Meals pro-

gram?
Call your school

administrator to see if
you qualify for reduced
price or free school
meals.

This message is brought to
you by The California Endowment, New
America Media and this newspaper.

Feeding Kids’ Appetites to Learn



Mashantucket. I
like this place, I
really like what I
see here.” He has
plans to move
from Long Island
with his wife and
15 year-old
daughter.

Officer Michele
Chadwick is a
New England
native who grad-
uated with a B.S.
in criminal justice
from Post univer-
sity (Waterbury,
Connecticut). She
is a hard worker
an always wanted
to be a police officer but had no idea
what it entailed or where she would
begin. “My goal is to help make the
department better and work my way up

the ranks and help the department bet-
ter itself, “ said Chadwick.

Officer Antionette “Tony” Fox is a
retired officer of 26 years from near-by
(New London Ct.). “Its going to be a

challenge with new laws, new tech-
niques and new procedures”, said Fox.
One of the most driven of the new offi-
cers. She has fought and won her battle
with cancer. Her previous experience
included field training and records. “I
am use to a regiment of doing things,
but now I have to start over again. They
are changing a lot here and it will be
good to be a part of the changes. I am
looking forward to change” She’s des-
tined to be here. Now all she wants to
do is be a part of something speical.

Chief William Dittman summed it up
the best. “I am very pleased with the
addition of these three officers to the
department. Each will with their individ-
ual experience and talents, complement
our existing staff. “  

The Mashantucket have been in Eastern
Connecticut more than 10,000 years. They are one
of the oldest Indian Reservations within the bor-
ders of the Continental United States (established
1666). They have the largest native Museum in the
western hemisphere (www.pequotmuseum.org).
You can visit the area through Boston Logan
Airport, New York, Hartford CT (Bradley Field). and
Providence (T.F. Green Airport)
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Mashantucket, Ct. – Tucked away in
Eastern Connecticut you’ll find the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation
(MPTN). We take you to one of the
most picturesque and exciting places
there is anywhere in America. The tribe
proudly runs Foxwoods Resort Casino,
the largest casino in North American
and MGM Grand. Recently three new
police officers were sworn in to its
police department.

Tribal Councilor and Public Safety
Chair Roy Colbert-Ingram administrated
the oath.”As Chair of Public Safety it is
an honor and privilege to welcome these
outstanding officers here to
Mashantucket.

New officer Ethan Cohen has a bach-
elor’s degree in government from Saint
Lawrence University. He recently retired
from NYPD after 20 years of service in
the ‘Big Apple’. He explains some of the
differences. In New York Cohen would
be part of more than 200 officers at one
safety building. “They NYPD and
Mashantucket both have a safety build-
ing”, said Cohen.”Things are very hands
on here. I can get to the captains and
the Chief if I want to discuss something
it’s a little easier here. My old job I
couldn’t do that, it would take awhile. I
want to get to know the community and
hopefully just fit in. It’s an honor to
work for a great community like the

(L to R) MPTN Tribal Chairman Rodney Butler, New officer Ethan Cohen,
Officer Michelle Chadwick, MPTN Chief William ‘Bill’ Dittman

Mashantucket Tribal Nation Swear in New Police Officers

The Council of American
Indian Organizations

Next Meeting Date:
Friday, December 28, 2012

Meeting Time:
11:30 am —1:00 pm

Meeting Location:
The Centro Cultural de la Raza

2004 Park Boulevard
San Diego, Ca. 92101

(Located in San Diego’ s Balboa Park
near Park Blvd. & Inspiration Way)

Please join us Lunch will be provided,
however donations are requested.

Shirley Murphy, Chair
Estelle Fisher, Vice Chair

Chamese Dempsey, Secretary/Treasure

Courtesy Latino Perspectives/New America
Media, News Report, Ruben Hernandez

KAYENTA, AZ. –When millions of res-
idents in Phoenix, Tucson, Las Vegas and
Los Angeles flip a light or turn on a
faucet, they’re likely unaware of the con-
nection to the Black Mesa coal mine,
located on the Navajo Reservation.

It’s an exchange that has lit cities, irri-
gated surrounding farmland and, for the
Navajo, brought with it a much-needed
economic jolt. But growing environmental
concerns now have many pushing for its
end.

Increasingly, residents say they are
being made sick by the haze emitting

from the smokestacks atop the Navajo
Generating Station (NGS), about two
hours west of Kayenta in the town of
Page. They blame the toxic cloud that
blows across their land for a host of respi-
ratory illnesses.

There are also concerns about the
depletion of local aquifers. Families, and
especially those in the more remote areas
of this 27,425 square mile swath of land,
rely on these waters to drink and grow
crops. Many must have water trucked in
to meet their needs.

Such concerns have led to the forma-
tion of a coalition between area residents
around Black Mesa and grassroots organi-

zations, including the Black Mesa Water
Coalition (BMWC). National organiza-
tions such as the Sierra Club, Grand
Canyon Trust, and Indigenous
Environmental Network have also gotten
involved.

With a growing call from those on the
reservation for cleaner fuel sources like
solar and wind, coalition members say
now is the time to push for that transi-
tion. They and others are working toward
the creation of an action plan for what
many hope will be a sustainable future
without Kayenta coal.

A Navajo-Latino Alliance

Navajo activists are hoping to find
allies in Arizona’s rapidly expanding
Hispanic population. According to the
latest U.S. Census figures, Latinos make
up more than 40 percent of residents in
both Phoenix and Tucson.

Jihan Gearon is executive director with
the Black Mesa Water Coalition. Her
group is among those working to build
ties with Latino-led environmental
groups. “In December or January we have

An Energy Revolution on the Navajo Reservation

SEE Energy, page 14

Elke W. Chenevey
Vice President

Financial Advisor

619/699-3707 (office)
619/758-3619 (fax)

NMLS #637220

AALEMAN & ASSOCATES
Henry Mendibles Associate

220 Sage Road
El Cajon, CA 92012

Email treefuzz@cox.net
619-593-1754

All Military
Veterans Welcome.

William Buchanan, President
Call: 1-858-243-8715 cell

AIWA- AMERICAN
INDIAN

WARRIORS
ASSOCIATIONShirley Murphy, President

Taspan Consulting
5457 Sycuan Rd.

El Cajon,CA
619-994-5796

www.taspan.org

Black Phone Records
Native Scholar Performer

Composer Phd 
(Luiseno/Maidu)

Advocate for Native Youth
and Scholarships

alan@blackphonerecords.com

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLO



Black Path Commentary: Critical
Analysis on Culure, Community,
& Struggle

The Value of
Kwanzaa: A
Reaffirmation of
African Culture

by Min. Tukufu Kalonji

As we approach the 46th annual cele-
bration of Kwanzaa, it is of necessity to
engage in discussion on this beautiful
Afro American and Pan African holiday.
Kwanzaa was created in 1966 by Dr.
Maulana Karenga, a scholar-activist who
emphasizes the crucial need to protect,
constantly regenerate and advance
African American culture. Below is an
excerpt from Dr. Karenga’s seminal works
on the holiday Kwanzaa: A Celebration
of Family, Community, & Culture.
University of San Kore Press, Los Angeles
CA.

First, Kwanzaa was created to reaffirm
and restore our rootedness in African
culture. Therefore for current celebrants
and new celebrants; it is important to
learn, reinforce, internalize, and put in
practice the vision and values of
Kwanzaa in the interest of reaffirming
family, community, and culture in its best
light.  Secondly, Kwanzaa was created to
serve as a regular communal celebration
to reaffirm and reinforce the bonds
between us as a people. It was designed
to be an ingathering to strengthen com-
munity and reaffirm common identity,
purpose and direction as a people and a
world community. Thirdly, Kwanzaa was
created to introduce and reinforce the
Nguzo Saba (the Seven Principles.) These
seven communitarian African values are:
Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-
Determination), Ujima (Collective Work
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative
Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity), and Imani (Faith). This
stress on the Nguzo Saba was at the same
time an emphasis on the importance of
African communitarian values in general,
which stress family, community and cul-
ture and speak to the best of what it
means to be African and human in the
fullest sense. And Kwanzaa was con-
ceived as a fundamental and important
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way to introduce and reinforce these val-
ues and cultivate appreciation for them.

Additionally inherent in Kwanzaa is
five fundamental activities of Continental
African “first fruit” celebrations: ingather-
ing; reverence; commemoration; recom-
mitment; and celebration. Kwanzaa,
then, is: 

1. a time of ingathering of the people
to reaffirm the bonds between them;

2. a time of special reverence for the
creator and creation in thanks and
respect for the blessings, bountifulness
and beauty of creation;

3. a time for commemoration of the
past in pursuit of its lessons and in
honor of its models of human excellence,
our ancestors;

4. a time of recommitment to our
highest cultural ideals in our ongoing
effort to always bring forth the best of
African cultural thought and practice;
and

5. a time for celebration of the Good,
the good of life and of existence itself,
the good of family, community and cul-
ture, the good of the awesome and the
ordinary, in a word the good of the
divine, natural and social.

Participating in each of these pillars
are booth informational and inspirational
to a peoples self concept to be the best of
what it means to be African and human
in the world. In closing, Kwanzaa’s value
to the Black community clearly is more
than an abstract celebration with no sig-
nificance. Its stress on cultural grounding
via its values, the Nguzo Saba, and its
requirement to adhere to the five funda-
mental pillars/activities cited above
brings us as African people closer to
whom we are in history and humanity as
opposed to the caricatures of African
people that the white western popular
culture seeks to impose upon us through
hegemonic means and methods.

Moreover, while Kwanzaa is specifical-
ly an Afro American and Pan African cul-
tural Holiday, its inherent spiritual quali-
ties contain a value message that speaks
to all peoples seeking to bring good into
the world. Thus, it is as African philoso-
phy emphasizes and that is we believe
that what is good for Africans is good for
other throughout humanity. Make note
this does not means an abstract concept

of humanness, nor does it reflect a hege-
monic position such as Europe has taken
its cultural arrogance to suggest that
every people give up their cultural rights
and responsibilities and submit to the
European paradigm. Kwanzaa serves as
cultural vehicle which speaks our own

special cultural truth to the world as
African peoples in general; and specifical-
ly as Afro Americans.

Min. Tukufu Kalonji is Founder/Kasisi of Kawaida
African Ministries
For info contact @ tkalonji@hotmail.com

Community Kwanzaa Celebration
Featuring keynote address by Dr. Karenga titled

“Kwanzaa, Us and the Well Being of the
World: A Courageous Questioning”

African Inspired Cuisine • Traditional Candle Lighting Ceremony • Community
Vendors/Information Exhibits

Date: Umoja (Unity Wednesday, December 26, 2012
Time 12pm-2pm with a book signing following

Malcom X Branch Library
5148 Market St., San Diego, CA 92114

Hosted by Project New Village in cooperation with community partners

For more information: 619 262-2022
Email: Info@projectnewvillage.org

Facebook.com/pppsesd

Carla Tourville
Native Regalia
Custom Design
(Yokut Tule River Tribe)

619-743-9847
San Diego

Contact Liz
619-504-2655

I will give

you HONEY
for your money.

Organic and
local from the
happy worker

bees.
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Courtesy of The Feminist Wire

In Red, White, and Black: Cinema and
the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms, Frank B.
Wilderson III (2010) triangulates the
ontological position of Native Americans
with the White/Black binary. The
“Settler/Master” according to Wilderson
occupies the position of “life,” the “Slave”
the position of “social death,” and the
“Savage” the intermediary position of
“half-life,” which is based on sovereignty,
and “half-death,” which is based on
genocide (p. 23). According to Wilderson
(2010), a “Savage” film—that is, a film by
a Native American director—chooses
“life” by articulating itself in contradis-
tinction to “death,” the ontological posi-
tion of the “Slave” (p. 48-49). A recent
YouTube video raises awareness about
invisibilized violence between Native
peoples and Black peoples. Blood (2012),
created by Savage Media, a Native
American student group at Dartmouth
College, features a dialogue between a
phenotypically White woman and a phe-
notypically Black woman. 

In discussing the visibility and invisi-
bility of violence, the question that often
arises is, “Violence to whom”? One’s posi-
tionality shapes what forms of violence
one is inclined to see or recognize. While
violence may be invisible to the oppres-
sor, the victim feels that violence acutely.
In the visual realm, the individual is
always objectified, a form of violence.
People of color have historically been dis-
played for large audiences as the exotic,
racialized Other (Huhndorf, 2001, p.
42), still another form of violence. Like
Native scholar Shari Huhndorf (2009) in
Mapping the Americas: The Politics of
Contemporary Native Culture, we
acknowledge the inability to fix the
meaning of the visual (p. 72). As Native
students ourselves, we engage with Blood
because we respect the work that Savage
Media is producing and that we hope
they will continue to produce. While
filmmakers will always be faced with the
problem of audience interpretation, we

believe films from a Native perspective
are necessary and useful both in working
to combat stereotypes and generating
critical thinking. Therefore, several ques-
tions are central to this discussion: How
might Blood be read as employing tactics
of colonialism to make legible the vio-
lence against Native Americans? How
might the film perpetuate a narrative of
Native American savagery? And how
might the film, while attempting to chal-
lenge the stereotypical phenotype of the
Indian, also reinforce typecasts of what
an Indian looks like?

Blood
The 59-second YouTube video Blood

conveys a host of historical, political, and
cultural meanings in less than a minute.
The video begins with a row of clear gal-
lon-sized jugs filled to the brim with
what appears to be blood. There are signs
in front of each jug that read “Full
BLOOD,” “1/2 BLOOD,” “1/4 BLOOD,”
and so on. Already, within the first 4 sec-
onds of footage, there is a commentary
on the politics of Indian “blood,” identity,
and race. The packaging of the blood in
jugs illustrates the ways in which the
government has sought to commodify
the Native body through blood quantum
requirements in order to justify the occu-
pation of Native land and to diminish the
Native population. Representing Native
Americans as few in number through
blood quantum policies and the visual
image has historically provided the impe-
tus for military conquest and seizure of
land (Rickard, 1998, p. 63-64). In cen-
tering the Native body in the video, how-
ever, violences to African American bod-
ies, which have also been commodified
by similar policies, are invisibilized
(Biolsi, 2004, p. 406). In fact, based
upon ignorance, the phenotypically
African American character in the film is
aligned with the oppressor. Pitting people
of color—particularly African Americans
and Native Americans— against one
another is a frequently employed colonial

tactic that functions to divert antagonism
away from the oppressor (Andrews,
2011, p.13). The video also invisiblizes
the possibilities of alliances between
African Americans and Native Americans.
This is particularly unfortunate because
outside the context of Blood, we acknowl-
edge that the two actors may likely be
friends—perhaps even both Native—
working in coalition with one another. 

Following the still shot of the jugs
filled with blood, the image cuts to a col-
lege library where two young females sit
next to each other studying. One is fair-
skinned with dark hair and phenotypi-
cally White, while the second woman is
dark-skinned with dreadlocks and phe-
notypically Black. While taking a study
break, the two have a short conversation:

Phenotypically Black woman: “Hey,
what’re you doing this weekend?” 

Phenotypically White woman:
“Probably just hanging out at the Native
American House.” 

Phenotypically Black woman: “Why
would you do that?” 

Phenotypically White woman: “Why
wouldn’t I?”

Phenotypically Black woman: “Isn’t
that place for Native American kids?”

Phenotypically White woman: “Yeah, I
am one.”

Phenotypically Black woman:
“Wow…so, is like your great-great-great-
grandmother Indian? I mean, how much
Indian blood do you even have?”

Phenotypically White woman, who has
now revealed herself as Native American,
takes out a knife, cuts the palm of her hand,
and holds it up revealing a bloody slash.

Native American woman: “I don’t
know. You tell me.”

In slashing her hand, the Native
American woman makes visible more
sophisticated and largely unrecognized
forms of violence. Interestingly, it is at
the moment of violence that she identi-

Bad Blood?: The Visibility and Invisibility of Violence in the
Antagonism Between Native Americans and African Americans

SEE Blood, page 10

Reparations for Slavery
Reparations for slavery is a proposal that

some type of compensation should be pro-
vided to the descendants of enslaved people
in the United States, in consideration of the
coerced and uncompensated labor their
ancestors performed over centuries. This
compensation has been proposed in a vari-
ety of forms, from individual monetary pay-
ments to land-based compensation schemes
related to independence. The idea remains
highly controversial and no broad consensus
exists as to how it could be implemented.
There have been similar calls for reparations
from some Caribbean countries and else-
where in the African diaspora, and some
African countries have called for reparations
to their states for the loss of their population

The arguments surrounding reparations
are based on the formal discussion about
many different reparations and actual land
reparations received by African-Americans
which were later taken away.

In 1865, after the Confederate States of
America were defeated in the American Civil
War, General William Tecumseh Sherman
issued Special Field Orders, No. 15 to both
“assure the harmony of action in the area of
operations” and to solve problems caused by
the masses of freed slaves, a temporary plan
granting each freed family forty acres of till-
able land in the sea islands and around
Charleston, South Carolina for the exclusive
use of black people who had been enslaved.

Around 40,000 freed slaves were settled
on 400,000 acres in Georgia and South
Carolina. However, President Andrew
Johnson reversed the order after Lincoln
was assassinated and the land was returned
to its previous owners. 

Reconstruction came to an end in 1877
without the issue of reparations having been
addressed. 

Reparation for slavery in what is now the
United States is a complicated issue.

The Rev. M.J. Divine, better known as
Father Divine, was one of the earliest leaders
to argue clearly for “retroactive compensa-
tion” and the message was spread via
International Peace Mission publications.

In contemporary times many have cham-
pioned the reparation cause. Most notably
Mr. John Peoples of Los Angeles works for
reparations now between the United States
and American Black US citizens, the descen-
dents of West African Americanized chattel
slaves and their children.

LOS ANGELES, CA – Hundreds of
Los Angeles residents turned out for an
informational “Unity in the Community
Roundtable” held at USC on December
8th, featuring Harvard legal scholar
Charles Ogletree as the moderator.
Senator Curren D. Price, Jr. invited
Professor Ogletree and a host of other
experts who assembled to discuss health
and education issues related to the
minority communities in Los Angeles.
The event was hosted by USC Dornsife,
Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics.

Topics explored were:  the Affordable
Care Act, finding common ground in a
post-election era, the role of business,

religion, labor, education and student
leaders play in shaping America’s future,
how to promote community awareness,
supporting small businesses, and creat-
ing jobs.

The importance of understanding the
President’s Affordable Care Act and how
to access it and the role that education
plays and how the lack of education can
contribute to problems within the crimi-
nal justice system was discussed.

“I am convinced that the more infor-
mation we provide to the people in our
community, the better we are able to
serve them and their needs,” said
Senator Price.”

Rick Hackley, owner of the Boll
Weevil Family restaurant franchise;
Andrew Lachman, educator and business
leader; Larry Williams, owner of the
Williams Talent Agency and Cheryl
Morrow, Vice President of Morrow
Enterprises.

Unity in the Community Roundtable

Judith Meeks of San Diego Black Wall Street
shares a moment with John Peoples.

To improve the quality of life of those who recognize
themselves and choose to be recognized by others
as “Indigenous Peoples of Color of the Americas”
and in support of The American Indian Rights and
Resources Organization (AIRRO).
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by David Wolf Diaz

The Substance Abuse Committee
serves the Southern California Tribal
Chairman’s Association. The Southern
California Tribal Chairmen’s Association
(SCTCA) is a multi-service non-profit cor-
poration established in 1972 for a consor-
tium of 19 federally-recognized Indian
tribes in Southern California. The pri-
mary mission of SCTCA is to serve the
health, welfare, safety, education, cultural,
economic and employment needs of its
tribal members and descendants in the
San Diego County urban areas. A board
of directors comprised of tribal chairper-
sons from each of its member Tribes gov-
erns SCTCA.

SCTCA coordinates and administers
numerous grant programs for its mem-
bers and the southern California Indian
community, including: Tribal Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families(TANF), Law
Enforcement, Food Commodities,
Information Technology Services, Rincon
Community Day Care, Adult Vocational
Training, Career Development Center,
Low Income Home Energy Assistance

Program(LIHEAP), the Library Program,
Child Care Development Services, Tribal
Digital Village (TDV) and Resource
Prevention Program. 

The Substance Abuse Committee is
comprised of five members as listed Mark
Romero who is the Tribal Chairman from
the Mesa Grande Reservation, Anthony
Pico who is the Tribal Chairman from the
Vejas Reservation, Eric La Chappa who is
the Secretary/Treasurer from La Posta
Reservation, and David “Wolf” Diaz who
is the Founder and President of Walk of
the Warrior. The Substance Abuse
Committee meets on the first Friday of
every month and focuses on education,
prevention, resources, awareness, and
treatment to the overwhelming drug and
alcohol problems that afflict the reserva-
tions of SCTCA. Chairman Mark Romero
and David “Wolf” Diaz travel through out
the United States to various conferences,
workshops, seminars, and trainings to
learn the latest evidence based modalities
in regards to bringing recovery and well-
ness to Indian Country. Upon gathering
this information it is formed into a
Substance Abuse Committee update

report which is then read and discussed
at a monthly Board meeting for SCTCA in
hopes that the information makes a posi-
tive difference in each Indian community.
These monthly update reports will now
be available for your viewing in this
Recovery section of Indian Voices and let-
ting you know that there are great
achievements and efforts being done to
alleviate this growing problem of drug
and alcohol abuse in Indian Country. 

Chairman Mark Romero and I attend-
ed an Indian Country Training presented
by the Lamar Associates in Scottsdale
Arizona from November 13th through the
15th. The topic for the training was
Drugs of Abuse / Identification and
Abatement in Tribal Housing
Communities. At the training we gained
useful skills and information in regards to
the overall substance abuse issues and
impacts in tribal housing communities,
how to identify legal and illegal substance
abuse, and how drugs are endangering
the tribal housing environment. The
interactive training program provided
effective problem-solving strategies and
we gained familiarity with next-step

resources. A copy of the presentation on a
CD disc which covers all the information
will be provided at the next board meet-
ing.

On November 16th the Substance
Abuse Committee met and discussed the
idea of a Treatment Facility located at the
Pala Reservation. On October 31, 2012 I
received a reply letter from the Pala Band
of Mission Indians stating that the
Executive Committee is interested in the
idea and more will be revealed on a
future date.

Walk of the Warrior and the newspa-
per Indian Voices have reached an agree-
ment to collaborate by creating a section
in the Indian Voices Media project devot-
ed to recovery in Indian Country. The
collaboration will include articles dealing
with education, awareness, prevention,
treatment and resources related to recov-
ery in Indian Country. It is our intention
to bring wellness to the Indian communi-
ty challenged with this issue.

We will to the best of our ability deliv-
er this information in a good and humble
way, in a sacred manner, with respect to
our culture. Any suggestions, comments
or ideas from the community are wel-
comed and can be emailed to David Wolf
Diaz, walkofthewarrior@yahoo.com or
Rose Davis, rdavis4973@aol.com.

SCTCA Substance Abuse Committee Update/Report

Lawlessness on
Indian Land

Violence and crime rage unchecked in
Indian country, yet the federal govern-
ment, the primary law enforcer on reser-
vations, is investigating and prosecuting
fewer violent felonies, and reducing
financing for tribal courts and public-safe-
ty programs. That is a scandal. Timothy
Williams reported in The Times last week
that from 2000 to 2010 homicides on
American Indian reservations rose by 41

percent, rapes by 55 percent, and arson
and robbery doubled — even as crime
rates fell sharply elsewhere in the country.
The Navajo reservation in the Southwest,
with 180,000 people, had more reported
rapes in 2009 than did Detroit, a city of
more than 700,000, according to Justice
Department data. Police forces on reserva-
tions, meanwhile, remain absurdly out-
matched — only 30 tribal officers patrol
the Fort Apache Indian Reservation, a
swath of Arizona larger than Delaware.
The Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
South Dakota covers about 3,500 square
miles. It has 49 tribal officers now, nine

fewer than in 2000.
Crime has been a problem on reserva-

tions for generations, because of federal
neglect and lack of money, but also
because of a spaghetti tangle of jurisdic-
tions that hobble effective law enforce-
ment. A crime can be a federal, state or
tribal matter, depending on where it is
committed and whether the suspect or
victim is Indian. Federal law limits the
prison terms and fines tribal courts can
impose. The Tribal Law and Order Act,
signed by President Obama in 2010, was
supposed to improve things by prodding
the Justice Department to increase prose-

cutions and giving tribal police more
authority to enforce federal laws. But
those reforms required budget support
that has not materialized. In the current
Congress, a provision in the stalled
Violence Against Women Act giving tribes
more power to prosecute non-Indians for
domestic violence and sexual crimes was
removed by House Republicans. The
worsening plague of crime in Indian
country is a moral atrocity. The Obama
administration and Congress need to
keep the federal government’s failed
promise to give tribes the resources they
need to maintain law and order.
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San Diego Indian Education Christmas party at Ballard Center
Old Town San Diego -  December 2012 … Fun and Games For All 
San Diego Indian Education Christmas party at Ballard Center

Old Town San Diego -  December 2012 … Fun and Games For All 



Indian Voices • December 2012 9

The staff at Bandini Elementary
School is alive with activity. On

December 11, 2012 under the direc-
tion and supervision of Principal

Mirna Estrada an award ceremony
took place for academic excellence.
A few days later the entire school

welcomed in the holiday with a mas-
sive theatrical musical production.

Bandini Principal’s
Academic

Excellence Awards
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fies herself as a Native American woman.
This is important because of the role that
gender has played in colonialism. As
Huhndorf (2009) notes in Mapping the
Americas, images of Native women who
conform to European American stan-
dards of femininity help to justify colo-
nization (p. 58). There is also a gendered
aspect to violence, which united women
in the Indigenous feminist movements
that began in the 1980s (Huhndorf,
2009, p. 104). On one hand, the cutting
that the Native American woman com-
mits demonstrates her strength and will-
ingness to sacrifice her body on behalf of
others who also feel similar forms of vio-
lence based on the rhetoric of blood
quantum discourses. On the other hand,
the slashing perpetuates a narrative of
savagery since historically the dominant
culture has worked to outlaw practices of
self-mutilation that occur in Native
American religious ceremonies such as
Sun Dance (Murphy, 2007, p. 42). Yet
while the video makes apparent the vio-
lence of blood quantum policies against
Native Americans, it invisiblizes the vio-
lence endured by Native Americans who
are phenotypically African American. In
fact, within Indian Country Native
Americans who are read as African
American frequently experience more
racism than Native Americans who
resemble Whites. The video precludes
the reaction from the African American
character, which is replaced by the view-
er when the violence is displayed. The
visibility of violence against the Native
American character literally invisiblizes
not only the violence against African
Americans, but also the African American
character herself. The pairing of the phe-
notypically African American and White
character highlights the discrepancy in
which African American and Native
American bodies are often read. Racially

ambiguous Native peoples are usually
questioned about their cultural/ethnic
authenticity when they do not meet the
stereotypical standards of what a Native
person is supposed to look like based on
images perpetuated by mass media and
popular culture. Conversely, when some-
one who identifies as African American
reveals such, they are not questioned
about their identity in the same way.

Renée Anne Cramer (2005), in Cash,
Color, and Colonialism: The Politics of Tribal
Acknowledgment, discusses how race has
affected the Mowa Choctaws and their
quest for federal recognition. The pres-
ence of African American ancestry has
stirred public thoughts and opinions that
the Mowa are not “real” Indians; there-
fore, they should not be able to access
the privileges of federal acknowledge-
ment—which establishes a trust relation-
ship between tribes and the U.S. govern-
ment resulting in a wide range of eco-
nomic, health/well-being, land, and cul-
tural integrity benefits. The mixing of
Native Americans and African Americans,
especially in the South, was very preva-
lent and the politics of hypodescent, also
referred to as the “one drop rule,” come
into play in this scenario. However,
Cramer points out that the Poarch Band
of Creek Indians have more Euro-
American heritage than the Mowa, and
this has enabled them to attain federal
acknowledgement. This favoritism by the
U.S. government encourages tribes to
adopt political strategies that exclude
individuals who have African ancestry—
encouraging conflict between underrep-
resented groups. There are fewer stigmas
around Native people who look more
White than Black, and this has profound-
ly impacted the racial politics of federal
acknowledgement processes. Finances
again underlie these logics in terms of
providing tribal access to federal
resources. Additionally, as discussed by
Tom Biolsi (2004) in “Race
Technologies,” in the U.S. the intermar-

riage between White males and Native
American females has been largely
encouraged because such unions often
resulted in further acquisition of Native
land (p. 407).

Perhaps the most notorious case of
Native American and African American
racial mixing is the Cherokee Freedmen.
Circe Sturm (2002), in her influential
book Blood Politics, posits, “When
Cherokee citizens conflate blood, color,
race, and culture to demarcate their
sociopolitical community, they often
exclude multiracial individuals of
Cherokee and African ancestry, who are
treated in both discourse and practice in
qualitatively different ways than multira-
cial individuals with Cherokee and white
ancestry” (p. 169-170). The Freedmen
are probably the most underrepresented
Native group in North America and, as
Sturm argues, “their story has never
received the attention it deserves, in part
because many people would prefer that it
remained buried” (p. 169). Hypodescent
has persisted as a relic of slavery and
anti-African American sentiment in the
United States. Classifying the offspring of
an interracial couple, in this case Native
American and African American, as solely
African American has resulted in negative
treatment that has been historically dif-
ferent from those children of Native and
White couples in the United States more
broadly, but also within the Cherokee
Nation. The absence of Native peoples
who are phenotypically African American
in visuality is striking. A book that is
published in the U.S. of Indigenous pho-
tographers and photographs from around
the world—including Palestine—entitled
Our People, Our Land, Our Images is a
prime example of this visible gap
(Passalacqua & Tsinhnahjinnie, 2006).
There are no people pictured who are
phenotypically African within its pages. 

With this in mind, does Blood effec-
tively challenge or reinscribe the image of
the stereotypical Native American pheno-
type? As we have pointed out, the Native

person who is phenotypically African
American is often either excluded from
or read as non-Native in visual culture.
Because of the inability to fix the mean-
ing of the visual, Blood reinforces this
unfortunate reality of Indian Country.
Blood works to defy stereotypes by
showing that many Native peoples do
not look how we are supposed to accord-
ing to “Hollywood.” However, by having
a phenotypically African American
woman question the Native American
woman’s identity, the video also tells us
what a Native American person is not
supposed to look like. This contrast rein-
forces what groups like the Mowa
Choctaws and the Cherokee Freedmen
struggle with constantly. Blood makes
apparent the violence against Native peo-
ples that often goes unseen and empha-
sizes the problematics of visual represen-
tation. Were Blood to star a blond, White
actor rather than the African American
woman, it would be read—more obvi-
ously—as conflicting with the video’s
message that many Native Americans do
not fit the typecast. Likewise, were Blood
to star a light- to medium-skinned, dark
haired actor who could be read as racial-
ly ambiguous rather than the African
American woman, the video might be
interpreted as providing fodder for dis-
counting Indian identity and encouraging
its appropriation, since the non-Native
may appear “more Indian” than the “real”
Native American. In this way, Blood relies
on the logics of viewing Native
Americans who are phenotypically
African American as non-Native to make
legible the violence committed against
some—but not all—Native Americans.
While Blood illuminates violences against
Native Americans who are phenotypically
White, it unfortunately fails to address
the violences committed against fellow
Native Americans who often have even
less privilege: those who are phenotypi-
cally African American.

Blood
Continued from page 6
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KUJICHAGULIA -
Cultural Celebration, Free

Vegetarian Feast!
WorldBeat Center 

Thursday, December 27, 2012
6:00 PM

Kwanzaa Celebration - KUJICHAGULIA
Thursday, December 27, 2012
• 5:45pm- Doors
• 6:00pm- Drum Call
• 6:05pm- Libations
• 6:10pm- Opening Comments
• 6:30pm- Children’s Play Preview
• 7:00pm- Omo Ache - Afro Cuban

Drum & Dance
• 7:45pm- Sene Africa
• 8:15pm- Closing

Remarks
• 8:30pm- Karamu

(Feast) & Entertainment

Day 2 of celebration
Self Determination

(Kujichagulia) - To define
ourselves, name ourselves,
create for ourselves, and
speak for ourselves.

This principle of the

Nguzo Saba is the foundation principle
of the World Beat Cultural Center.

It took Self Determination to build
and maintain a culture center that
embraces culture in San Diego 35 years
ago and incorporated to a non-profit 25
years ago. Over 15 years ago it took self
determination to take an empty water
tower building that had no bathrooms,
no water, and little electricity and make
a culture center for indigenous people
bloom in Balboa Park.

The second day of Kwanzaa
Kujichagulia is our main event and we
will be celebrating it with African dance,
live music, traditional candle, Tambiko
(pouring libations to the Ancestors),
closing out with the Karamu (Feast).

Kwanzaa is a family event celebrating
an African American culture. All are wel-
come.

African American - VEGETARIAN SOUL FOOD!
More information and online registra-

tion: Kwanzaa Celebration - KUJICHAG-
ULIA - Cultural Celebration, Free
Vegetarian Feast!

Blessings, WorldBeat Cultural Center

World Beat Center Peace
Embassy Kwanzaa Celebration

by Brady McCombs

SALT LAKE CITY, UT - A massive steam
generator finished its slow crawl
through California, Nevada and Utah
this week, arriving at a low-level nuclear
waste site 70 miles west of Salt Lake
City. The equipment took 15 days to
make the 852-mile trek from Southern
California’s San Onofre nuclear power
plant. The 400-ton generator was hauled
on a trailer longer than a football field
and wider than three cars. It drove no
faster than 25 miles per hour. When it
began its journey north of San Diego,
the rig and its convoy of police cars took
up four of the five lanes on Interstate 5,
said Scott Andresen, spokesman for
Southern California Edison. In some
towns and cities, transportation officials
were present to move or temporarily

move or take down signs and traffic
lights to ensure the 16-foot tall rig could
pass. When the trailer rolled slowly
through the tiny town of Tonopah on
Saturday, both lanes of traffic were
closed. Residents came out from busi-
nesses to gawk at the 192-wheel trailer,
which spanned nearly 400 feet long and
22 feet wide. “It looked like a battle-
ship,” said Andria Williams, an employ-
ee at the Jim Butler Inn and Suites. “Like
a destroyer.” The nuclear load was
slightly radioactive but posed no health
hazard, officials said. Someone standing
next to it for an hour would get a dose
of radioactivity about the same as a den-
tal X-ray. The trailer traveled by night in
California to lessen the effect on traffic
and by day on less traveled routes in
Nevada and Utah. The trailer and its

Huge Generator Reaches Utah Site convoy arrived nearly a week ahead of
the estimated travel time of three weeks.
The only delay was a two-day stop
because of rain in Paris, Calif. It was the
third retired steam generator transport-
ed from the San Onofre nuclear power
plant to the Energy Solutions facility in
Utah, Andresen said. The first two made
the trip in 2011; a fourth was scheduled
to be moved in December. “We have
learned a lot of lessons learned from the
first two,” Andresen said. “It went really
smoothly and safely.”

The Passing of
Alfreda Clemmons
by Norrie
Robbins

My heart
is broken. 

Saying
goodbye to
13-year-old
Alfreda
Clemmons
was one of
the toughest
things I’ve
done.  She
was part of
our reserva-
tion-based Science Explorers Club at
Viejas for four years.  She was a danc-
ing member of the Soaring Eagles
Dance Troupe.  She was a poet who
loved writing poems at the Soaring
Eagles and having Chuck Caddotte
share these with the group.

Alfreda was the oldest daughter of
Amanda Shelton.  She moved in tem-
porarily with her great aunt and god-
mother, Vera Tucker and her Uncle
Steve.  Vera shared happy stories of
travels to the Gallup Ceremonials with
Laura Workman and Lena Begay.  At
the Memorial service, Catholic Brother
Ed asked us to share adjectives that
described Alfreda—brilliant, sensitive,
thoughtful, inquisitive, interesting.
Indeed, Alfreda was all of these.
Goodbye our friend.

~ In Memory ~

Each One Teach One
Green Papers
www.jimbell.com,

click on “Green Papers.”

1. GAC - Native of Southeast Asia.
2. ACAI - The Jewel of Amazon rainforest. 
3. GOJI - Native to Asia.
4- NONI - Found in the Pacific Rim and West Indies.
5. FUCODIDAN - A brown seaweed.
6 - MANGOSTEEN - Native to the Sundra Islands and Southeast Asia.
7. SEABUCKTHORN - Native to the Sundra Islands and Southeast Asia

particularly in the mountains of China and Russia. 

eXfuse itself literally means extracts fused together. An extract is a small
particle that is the result of a sophisticated process that extracts all the
beneficial components of the botanicals, leaving behind the indigestible
parts of the plants. These statements have not been evaluated by FDA. This product is not intended
to diagnose, treat , cure or prevent any disease.

Vandana Chima
702-401-1404 • vandana@teamchima.com •  www.teamchima.com

Explore the seven
reasons to consume an
ounce in the morning
and in the evening!



The San Diego Native community
sends big congratulations to  Kiana who
graduated this month with honors from
the University of Phoenix with a Masters
Degree in Public Administration.

She is from the Lone Pine Paiute-
Shoshone Tribe which is in the Owen’s
Valley in California and lives in San
Diego with her husband Craig and three
children  Rebekah, Michelle and Kagan.

She states proudly “I got my degree
through a scholarship that I won from
the National Indian Education
Association. I am very grateful to our
community”

Kiana Maillet-Davis  is model for our
youth. She  also holds a Bachelors
degrees in Child and Family
Development and Psychology with a
minor in American Indian Studies from
SDSU and Associates Degrees in Child
Development and Liberal Studies  from
Miramar Community College.

Kiana is very involved with the  com-
munity. “ I am part of Soaring Eagles,
San Diego Unified Indian Education
Parent Advisory Committee, the Council
of American Indian Organizations and
on the Board of Directors for Inter Tribal
Sports where I helped bring the pro-
gram to the urban native youth.”Thank
you Kiana for your dedication and com-
mitment.
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Kiana Maillet-Davis
Community Role Model

What to Do
by Nic Paget

There are some things that affect us all.
They may not exactly unite us, but they
certainly network us. And food is one of
them. We all live in a community tied
together by food. The problem is we don’t
all have equal access to food, or the same
quality of food, or even the same under-
standing of food.

On one hand, there is the understand-
ing of food as integral to life, to culture, to
who we are and how we survive. As an
example, a few years ago, I conducted an
interview in Chiapas, Mexico, with a
young woman, Rosy Barrios Ventura, who
worked as part of a group (La Red, or
“The Network”) defending the human
rights of people living around San
Cristobal de Las Casas. She spoke to me
about corn (or maize). She said, “Maize,
the fields, have a very important signifi-
cance, because maize is life for many peo-
ple. Maize is part of our lives. It’s as if they
respect it like a human being. As if we
belong here to one, as if we look like an
ear of maize.”

On the other hand, there are corpora-
tions who see food as a commodity, as
something from which to make money.
For example: Wal-Mart; or Monsanto; or
the four or five seed-trading multinationals
who dominate seed sales around the
world; or the oil companies which profit

from the “Green Revolution” of pesticides,
fertilizers, transportation, and refrigeration
which cause over 40% of the greenhouse
gases which are responsible for global cli-
mate change.

In San Diego, as throughout the world,
a spectrum of these food realities is com-
ing together in both a growing food justice
movement and a deepening crisis of
poverty, lack of healthcare, and lack of
access to healthy food.

In line with this, last month, Indian
Voices kindly published an announcement
for an exploratory meeting. A meeting to
decide if it would be a good idea to invite
people from around the county to a
People’s Assembly to decide what to do
about food. Thirty-five of us came to the
Centro Cultural de la Raza and reached
consensus – it is a good idea.

The original announcement spoke of
houseless people without food. It spoke of
neighborhoods where residents have to
choose between food, healthcare, rents, or
mortgage payments. It spoke of Wal-Mart
exploiting food deserts and ruining small
businesses. It spoke of unhealthy food. It
spoke of the county’s governments doing
little and the corporations making matters
worse.

During this meeting, everyone spoke.
Some people spoke of growing food in our
gardens or in our apartments so we can
have healthy food and save money for our
family budget. Some spoke of the rich his-
tory in San Diego of community gardens
and of community groups organizing and
educating for food justice. Some spoke of

farmer’s markets, others of food co-ops.
People spoke of traditional herbs, of

indigenous plants, and rare fruits, bees
and honey. People spoke of urban farms,
rural farms, being chefs, of being culturally
attuned, of being out-of-touch. People
spoke of global warming, of GMOs, of
food not bombs, of knocking on doors to
spread the word. People spoke of food
independence, of food sustainability in our
communities, of opposing corporate food,
of conversations with neighbors.

But why build towards a People’s
Assembly? Because in learning from the
experiences of the People’s Assemblies
popping up in communities around the
world – many of which have grown out of
the thousands of years of experience of
Indigenous people’s gatherings around the
world – a People’s Assembly is not just a
conference or a workshop. It is an expres-
sion of self-organization, of autonomy, of
self-determination. It is an inclusive, dem-
ocratic, participatory way to get things
done. Together we can learn what is our
current situation? What are our resources?
What do we need? How do we get what
we need? Now.

Thank you to Indian Voices for provid-
ing a forum for the beginnings of this
process. Next month, we will offer some
questions which can maybe help us all
understand the situations in the county’s
many communities, and help us create our
solutions.

Also, for your info, if you are on
Facebook, check out and maybe join “The
Growing Discussion About Food.”

UNSECURED
BUSINESS LOANS

Startup business ok
Lines of Credit $25,000 & UP 

LLC & S Corps
Business Plan

Five year credit history
No BK’s or Foreclosures

Credit Partner ok

CALL 619-487-0002

Bradley Insurance
LIFE • HEALTH • DISABILITY • NATIVE AMERICAN

Doris Bradley, Agent
Lic # 0B73377

bradleyinsurance@yahoo.com

619.309.5394 • 619.698.4783

AWASH
ETHOPIAN
RESTAURANT

4979 El Cajon Blvd.
San Diego

619-583-9225

Enjoy exotic and delicious, authentic
Ethiopian cuisine in a cordial intimate setting.

Available for community and business meetings.

New Management Partner Dr. Carroll Waymon

• Live streaming worldwide 24/7:
www.palatribe.com or the TuneIn.com
app for i-Phone or Android

• National Native News M-F 10a and noon
• Native America Calling live at 10a M-F
• Pala Today local news and events M-F

at noon
• Native music block Saturday mornings

7:30-10
• Rez Radio Reggae nightly 7-8p
• Old Time Radio shows from the 1930’s,

40’s and 50’s nightly at midnight and
Sunday afternoons.

• Rez Radio music mix of classic rock, country,
soul, blues, native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@PALATRIBE.COM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER 
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event was well attended by those seek-
ing viable solutions to the current hous-
ing crisis. As well as critics who felt that
panels such as this
is too little too late.

Filner, a long
time champion for
fair and equitable
methods to assist
distressed home
owners worked
tirelessly while he
was a congressman
In Washington he
joined with his col-
leagues urging the
Director of the
Congressional
Budget Office to
analyze the impact
Fannie Mae and

Freddie Mac offering principal
reductions as a part of mortgage loan
modification efforts. “Millions of
homeowners across America who
have mortgages with Fannie Mae and
Freddie are struggling to pay their
mortgage. A principal reduction

would make the difference between
staying in their homes or being forced

on the street” he
said.

Principal for-
giveness as a
loan modifica-
tion option is
offered by many
private sector
mortgage com-
panies.

The Federal
Housing Finance
Agency refuses
to allow Fannie
Mae and Freddie
Mac to offer
principal reduc-
tion. This as well
as other abusive
legislation and
bureaucratic vio-
lations has galva-
nized a working
group to push
for change at a
citizens level.

Newly elect-
ed Mayor Bob

Filner along with the National Asian
American Coalition (NAAC) co-spon-

sored what may be the largest
Independent Foreclosure
Review event and resource fair
in California this year. Under
the IFR review, the fourteen
largest banks/services are
required to pay homeowners
who were improperly fore-
closed upon up to $125.000
each in compensation. Only
5% of homeowners have been

Bob Filner
Continued from page 1

Mayor  Bob Filner enjoys the moment with Fiancé Bronwyn Ingram,
Donna Frye and supporter. Photo: Rochelle Porter

properly contacted by
the banks and none
have received any
relief.

According to the
solemn word of the
organizers this NAAC
meeting in San Diego
marks the beginning of
a movement to change
the system in favor of
the distressed home-
owner.

Gaabrula Castellanos, and her Logan Heights Housing Activist group. 

Panelists for the National Asian American Coalition
Conference.

San Diego
Housing
Activist

addresses
the panel.

Aaron Lewis, Senior Policy
Analyst.

Bankers better watch out for this
Santa Claus. Charles Koppa is
ready to see Banksters behind
bars. Call him for expert advice.
760-787-9966.

This web site is dedicated to the promotion and preservation
of the Kumeyaay culture. Kumeyaay.com tells the story from

the Kumeyaay perspective, and is the premiere source for
Kumeyaay Indian information.

Welcome to Kumeyaay.com

Visit us at: kumeyaay.com
Email: larry@kumeyaay.com
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NEVADA NEWS
For Nevada Information: 619-234-4753 • 619-534-2435

Washington, D.C.- Nevada Senator
Harry Reid released the following state-
ment on the Los Angeles City Council’s
unanimous decision today to approve a
25-year power purchase agreement with
K Road Moapa Solar to provide up to
250 megawatts of solar power to homes
in California. The K Road Moapa solar
power installation will be located on the
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians tribal land
north of Las Vegas:

“I am pleased that the City of Los
Angeles took action to secure a clean
energy future by using affordable and
predictably priced power from Nevada,”
said Reid. “By investing in a long-term
relationship with a clean energy producer
Los Angeles will be able to provide clean
power to more than 118,000 homes.
This public-private-tribal partnership is a
powerful example about the benefits
clean energy can bring to Nevada’s econ-
omy and the project is expected to create
400 jobs during peak construction and
15-20 permanent jobs. Unlike the old,
dirty technologies used at the nearby
Reid-Gardner coal plant, this new solar
project will not emit any hazardous emis-
sions, wastes, or carbon pollution.

“In building out K Road’s solar capa-

bilities in Nevada, hundreds of clean
energy jobs will be created. By beginning
the process of working towards energy
independence, the Moapa Band of
Paiutes will have a unique opportunity to
strengthen their local economy. I have
worked hard to make sure that Nevada
tribes have new opportunities to flourish
and I am confident that this clean energy
project will provide a meaningful oppor-
tunity to improve the quality of life for
the Moapa Paiutes and nearby communi-
ties.

“I thank Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar who worked so hard to make
sure this clean energy project was
achieved for our two states. I look for-
ward to collaborating with them on
future job-creating projects that will forge
a path toward energy self-reliance in the
West. Nevada has become a clean energy
leader and I will continue to work so
Nevada’s communities have opportunities
to harness their immense clean energy
potential. We have a true opportunity to
transform Nevada’s economy into the
vibrant core of a Western and national
clean energy market opportunity unlike
anywhere in the world.”

Iconic Carson City Prison
Could Become Museum

The 150-year-old Nevada State
Prison has been gathering cobwebs
since it closed Jan. 4. And in a state
without funds for anything new, its des-
tiny might be a wrecking ball. But there
is a glimmer of hope that the capital city
icon can be saved.

A retired 77-year-old Douglas High
School teacher who would like to take
his students on prison tours has formed
the nonprofit Nevada State Prison
Preservation Society, whose goal is con-
verting the facility into a museum.

Reid Statement on Los Angeles City
Council Approval of the Moapa Band
of Paiutes Clean Energy Project

a mural project planned in Phoenix to
draw attention to our situation,” she says.

Gearon explained the long-term strate-
gy involves engaging the Latino commu-
nity to use their growing political power
to help achieve some major changes for
the Navajo people. She notes that while
immigration was a priority for Latino vot-
ers in 2012, Navajo concerns around
clean energy and economic parity will
soon become key issues for Latinos as
well, both in Arizona and nationwide.

Tupac Enrique Acosta is a Chicano
leader with Tonatierra Community
Development Institute in Phoenix. He is
also vice chair with the Seventh
Generation Fund, a non-profit with a
mission of investing in businesses that
protect the environment.

Recalling when Navajos and others
from the 16 tribes in Arizona marched
with Latinos following the passage of
English-only laws and SB 1070, which
criminalized the state’s undocumented
immigrants, Acosta said the next logical
step would be to further expand political
solidarity between the two groups.

“Electoral strategies have to be
addressed in the same way as environmen-
tal and economic issues have been
addressed by our coalitions – from the
local to the regional. We are moving in that
direction, but we haven’t achieved it yet.”

Energy
Continued from page 4

Position: Marketing Intern
Job Description: The Indian Voices marketing intern will assist with updating

website content, preparing monthly newspaper and planning special events. S/he will
also assist in developing initiatives to attract and retain subscribers; maintaining the
subscription database and membership information and performing other duties as
required.

This is the ideal internship for a student pursuing a career in marketing, public
relations or non-profit management.

This position requires a 10-15 hour per week commitment for a minimum
of 12 weeks.

Desired experiences and skills include:
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to think analytically about issues and express ideas clearly
• Demonstrated experience working independently under pressure of deadlines.
• Communication, public relations, journalism or business majors are preferred.

How to Apply: Please send a resume, cover letter and writing sample
to Rose Davis:  rdavis4973@aol.com

US Supreme Court
to Consider
Petition by Miners

On Friday,  Dec 7 th the U.S.
Supreme Court considered a petition
by miners to review a ruling from the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit that the Forest Service must
consult with the Fish & Wildlife
Service (FWS) when miners notify the
Forest Service that they plan to
engage in suction drilling on their
claims in the Klamath National
Forest. The Karuk Tribe of California,
which brought the suit, claims the
Forest Service’s mere receipt and
review of notices from miners consti-
tutes “agency action,” which triggers
an Endangered Species Act (ESA)
requirement that it consult with the
FWS. That consultation in turn
requires the FWS to determine
whether ESA species might be affect-
ed. Even if the FWS determines there
is no impact, that finding will lead to
litigation. In short, the miners will
never be able to use their claims,
which are their private property.

If the Supreme Court does not
reverse this ruling, the ability of min-
ers—and others to whom it will be
extended — in the West to earn a liv-
ing will not be the only adverse
impact of the Ninth Circuit’s view of
statutory interpretation. In the words
of the dissent, the ruling will “under-
mine public support for the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, and cause
many to despair of the promise of the
rule of law.”
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The economic downturn took its toll
on all families across the country and
Native American and tribal communities
continue to be deeply affected. Tribes are
working hard to forge a path to secure
long-term economic success and I will
continue to work with President Obama
in his second term to make sure Indian
tribes are given every chance to thrive
during these challenging times while
safeguarding their sovereignty.

In the last four years we have made
progress to make sure tribal communi-

ties have a fair shot to succeed. Working
to secure a clean energy future for tribes
has been a focus of this effort. Clean
energy projects create jobs for tribes and
help to create affordable and predictably
priced power. For example, in
November the Los Angeles City Council
voted to approve a 25-year power pur-
chase agreement with K Road Moapa
Solar to provide 250 megawatts of solar
power to more than 118,000 homes in
California. The K Road Moapa solar
power installation will be located on the

Call Francisa Rosales 4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego

Native
American

Community
Services

3909 S Maryland Pkwy
#205

Las Vegas, NV
89119-7500

Working with President Obama
to Strengthen Indian Country

PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES
Contact Rose Davis • Indian Voices • (619) 534-2435 • rdavis4973 @aol.com

For advertising opportunities contact: BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS
Email: rdavis4973@aol.com • Website: www.IndianVoices.net

(619) 534-2435 • (619) 234-4753

Moapa Band of Paiute Indians tribal land
north of Las Vegas.

By beginning the process of working
towards energy independence, the
Moapa Band of Paiutes will have a
unique opportunity to strengthen their
local economy. This public-private-tribal
partnership is a powerful example of the
benefits clean energy can bring to
Nevada’s economy. The project is expect-
ed to create 400 jobs during peak con-
struction and 15-20 permanent jobs.
Unlike the old, dirty technologies used

at the nearby Reid-Gardner coal plant,
this new solar project will not emit any
hazardous emissions, wastes, or carbon
pollution.

This is just one example of how tribes
have worked to secure a clean energy
future and I will continue to work to
make sure more opportunities like this
are made available.  I look forward to
continuing work with President Obama
to make sure all tribes and Native
American families have the opportunities
they need to succeed.

265 Marketplace Ave. San Diego,
California 92113 is the place to be for
good cheer and bargin prices in District
Four.

The store is cheerful, with a courteous
and friendly service staff. It is under the
management of James Bridges and Hugo
Saravia who make sure the store is order-
ly clean and attractive for the diverse cus-
tomers who come through the door for
discount merchandise and groceries.
Neighbors met neighbors while picking
up odds and ends that no household can
do without especially for the price.

Discourse regarding community issues
occur in the isles and checkout stand. It
is the peoples gathering place where the
community can experience old fashion
commerce without hurting their pocket-
book. Drop by and say hi to James.

99 Cent Store - 212 Imperial Ave.
The Casbah of the Fourth District
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